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■■ The next Newport City 
Council Meeting will be 
held at 6 p.m. May 4.
■■ The Jackson County 

Retired Teachers Associa-
tion will not meet in April.
■■ Arkansas Department of 

Workforce Services: The 
Newport-DWS office will be 
servicing the public by 
email and telephone. 
Should a person need to 
file for unemployment ben-
efits they can apply online 
at: ezarc.adws.arkansas.
gov and then contact the 
office at 870-523-3641, so 
that claims can be pro-
cessed. Due to the safety 
of the public and the staff, 
we will continue service 
through email and tele-
phone. If information is 
needed, please contact at 
870-523-3641.
■■ City of Newport: All City 

of Newport buildings are 
closed to the public. City 
Hall is available by phone 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.; gar-
bage will be picked up on 
the regular schedule; the 
NEDC/Chamber are avail-
able by phone, email and 
social media during regular 
business hours.
■■ Jackson County Court-

house: Due to the proximity 
of COVID-19 to counties 
surrounding Jackson Coun-
ty, the Jackson County 
Courthouse is closed to the 
public until further notice. 
Please feel free to utilize 
any of the online services 
available. You may call the 
following offices for help: 
Jackson County Judge, 
870-523-7400; Jackson 
County Clerk 870-523-
7420; Jackson Co. Circuit 
Clerk 870-523-7423; 
Jackson County Treasurer 
870-523-7401; Jackson 
County Collector 870-523-
7413; Jackson County 
Assessor 870-523-7410.
■■ Unity Health Harris Med-

ical Center: Unity Health 
Harris Medical Center will 
be limiting access to our 
facilities and anyone who 
enters must be screened 
for coronavirus symptoms 
through questionnaire and 
temperature check. In 
order to protect our 
patients and staff, we ask 
that you limit visitors to 
one per patient in the New 
Life Center, Emergency 
Department, Outpatient 
Surgery and during clinic 
visits only. No other visitors 
will be allowed. When pos-
sible, please have your vis-
itor remain in the vehicle 
rather than entering the 
building. The following 
entrances will be open for 
screening to allow access 
to the building: Unity 
Health Harris Medical Cen-
ter – ER entrance; OB/GYN 
Clinic – front door; 1117 
McLain Clinics – front 
entrance by iCareRX phar-
macy; 1200 McLain Clinics 
– front sliding door 
entrance.
■■ White River Health Sys-

tem: All White River Health 
System facilities are open. 
We are providing emergen-
cy care, inpatient care, and 
outpatient tests and 

Jackson Co. has 1st COVID case
By KEITH INMAN
Paxton News Service

JONESBORO — Jackson 
County became the latest 
Northeast Arkansas county 
to have at least one person 
test positive for the coro-
navirus, state officials an-
nounced this week.

The statewide death toll 
from the pandemic climbed 
to 32, Gov. Asa Hutchin-
son said Tuesday. However, 
Crittenden County recorded 
12 new cases, bringing the 
total for the West Memphis 
area to 115.

The statewide total of coro-

navirus cases rose by 152 to 
1,562 by Wednesday morn-
ing. Of those, 487 have recov-
ered since their diagnoses.

Tuesday’s numbers fol-
lowed a spike of 130 new 
cases Monday. Most of 
those cases were in state and 
federal prisons. The number 
of patients who are hospital-
ized was 88.

“You can see that what I 
am hoping is a plateau in the 
number of hospitalizations,” 
Hutchinson said. “And that 
is a marker, a statistic that is 
constant. It is measurable.”

The governor said he also 
signed an executive order 

Tuesday making first re-
sponders and first line health 
care workers eligible for 
workers compensation cov-
erage should they be infect-
ed with the virus.

“It’s hard to believe that 
a contagious disease or a 
virus cannot be used to file 
a workers comp claim un-
less it’s in a hospital envi-
ronment or a sanitarium,” 
Hutchinson said. “And so 
this helps our fire fighters, 
our first responders, so if 
there is a causal connection, 
they can actually file a work-
ers comp claim.”

Another executive order 

protects emergency re-
sponders from medical lia-
bility during the COVID-19 
emergency.

“This includes the physi-
cians, the physicians assis-
tants, specialists’ assistants, 
nurse practitioners, licensed 
registered nurses and licensed 
practical nurses,” the governor 
said. “We don’t want them to 
worry about them performing 
their responsibilities in emer-
gency circumstances about 
being sued, about liability. 
They’re out there trying to act 
in this emergency in emergen-
cy fashion.”

Tuesday’s coronavirus cases 

by county:
 ■ Jackson – 1 confirmed, 

30 negatives.
 ■ Craighead – 37 con-

firmed, of which 16 have re-
covered, 378 negative tests.

 ■ Greene – 6 confirmed, 3 
recovered, 343 negatives.

 ■ Poinsett – 7 confirmed, 
4 recovered, 40 negatives,

 ■ Lawrence – 11 con-
firmed, 108 negatives, 1 
death.

 ■ Randolph – 9 con-
firmed, 7 recovered,163 
negatives.

 ■ Clay – 1 confirmed, 69 
negatives.

inman@jonesborosun.com

JPs to meet 
outside 
courthouse 
By RANDAL SEYLER
Paxton News Service

NEWPORT — When the 
Jackson County Quorum 
Court gathers tonight, jus-
tices of the peace will hold 
their meeting outside the 
courthouse to allow for the 
state-mandated social dis-
tancing needed to remain 
safe from the coronavirus.

“It looks like the weath-
er is going to be warm and 
sunny,” County Judge Jeff 
Phillips said Wednesday.

“If the weather is good, 
we’ll hold the meeting out-
side. If it’s not, then we’ll 
have to meet inside.”

Phillips said the quorum 
court is required by law to 
meet, and he said the coun-
ty was not able to hold the 
meeting online.

“No, we have to meet, by 
law. We aren’t even allowed 
to have proxies,” he said.

By meeting outside, the 
justices of the peace can 
be sure to stay maintain the 
recommended 6-foot dis-
tance between each other.

“There’s also plenty of 
room if people want to 
come and watch,” Phillips 
added.

Jackson County reported 
its first case of COVID-19 
this week, and the coun-
ty judge said residents are 
taking the coronavirus pan-
demic seriously.

“The folks here are taking 
precautions; you see them in 
the stores wearing masks,” 
he said. “Thankfully, most 
people survive this.”

Phillips said the coun-
ty has yet to receive any 
special funding under the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security Act 
(CARES Act). However, the 

Southern rock legend accepts awards 

By ADRIA HYDE
Paxton News Service

BLACK OAK — As a wel-
come home present, Repub-
lican state Rep. Johnny Rye 
presented the lead singer of 
Black Oak Arkansas, Jim 
“Dandy” Mangrum, with 
two achievement awards on 
April 1.

Mangrum recently re-
turned home to Black Oak, 
the birthplace of his band, 
and decided to live in the 
house he grew up in.

“I moved into my grand-
mother’s house,” he said. “I 
returned to my roots.”

Mangrum said although 
when he first moved back it 
was more like “Black Hole” 
Arkansas, than Black Oak, 
he has begun to adjust.

“My cell phone would not 
even work out here,” he said. 
Mangrum ended up install-
ing a landline so he can con-
duct business remotely.

The band’s guitar player 
and longtime friend of Man-
grum, Ricky Lee, said Rye 
contacted him via email ask-
ing to present the awards to 
the band, when Rye discov-
ered Mangrum was return-
ing to Black Oak.

Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, arrangements were 
made for Rye to present the 
awards to Mangrum at his 
place of residence.

“What an honor and a 
pleasure it was to present 
the Arkansas Capitol and the 
Arkansas House of Repre-
sentative Citation Awards to 
our great friend Jim “Dan-
dy” Mangrum and the Black 
Oak Arkansas Band,” Rye 
said in a press release. “We 
will never forget Jim and the 
great accomplishments he 
and the Black Oak Arkansas 
band have made.”

Rye stated the awards were 
presented to Mangrum rec-
ognizing the band’s two al-
bums that reached platinum 
status, selling more than 
5 million copies, and two 
albums that reached Gold 
status, selling more than 1 
million copies.

The band was originally 

named The Knowbody Else, 
but was renamed in 1971, 
putting their hometown on 
the map.

Mangrum said he was just 
a young boy when he decid-

ed to start a band.
“I snuck into my grand-

mother’s living room one 
night and got to watch 

‘Jim Dandy’ reflects 
on band’s beginnings

Submitted photo

Jim “Dandy” Mangrum, lead singer of the rock band Black Oak 
Arkansas, was recently honored by Rep. Johnny Rye with two 
achievement awards on April 1.

Photos by Quentin Winstine / The Sun /  

qwinstine@jonesborosun.com

ABOVE: Bill Graham (left) and 
Lynn Brandon practice social 
distancing April 9 while waiting 
for their scheduled blood donation 
time during a blood drive hosted 
by the American Red Cross in 
downtown Jonesboro. The U.S. 
Surgeon General is encouraging 
blood and platelet donations as 
blood supplies have dropped since 
the beginning of the coronavirus 
pandemic. The Red Cross follows 
the highest standards of safety 
and infection control, and volunteer 
donors are the only source of blood 
for those in need.
LEFT: Lindsay Lewis (left) sits back 
while making a blood donation on 
April 9 during a blood drive hosted 
by the American Red Cross in 
downtown Jonesboro.
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