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 ■ Monster Nights — 
Saturday, Aug. 8: Mon-
ster Beats Concert fea-
turing The Salty Dogs 
Band, a quartet whose 
sound has expanded 
over a decade and a half, 
from uber-twang and 
purist classic country to 
equal parts 1954 Nash-
ville, 1961 Bakersfield 
and 1972 Everywhere. 
From 7 to 8:30 p.m. on 
the Terry Scoggins Me-
morial Stage, 412 Front 
Street in downtown 
Newport. Free admission 
and kid friendly. Bring 
your lawn chair or blan-
ket. Coolers welcome.

The regular monthly 
meeting of the Newport 
Economic Development 
Commission will be at 
7 a.m. Aug. 11, at the 
Business Resource Cen-
ter.

 ■ Monster Nights – 
Friday, Aug. 14: Art-
sy Friday in downtown 
Newport featuring 20 
artists and three bands 
at four locations from 
noon to 8 p.m. Artists 
registered to date are 
Gary Alexander, Brenda 
Berg, Dennis Crider, Jon 
Hatton, Dana Johnson, 
Kelley Naylor, Eugene 
McCall, Carol Rivas, 
Andrea Rothove and 
Ron Taegtmeyer. Artists 
will be at the Newport 
Business Resource Cen-
ter, 201 Hazel Street in 
Newport. Musicians reg-
istered to date (to per-
form at staggered times) 
are Tequila Mockingbird 
at Frankie’s Place, Mark 
Edgar Stuart at Postmas-
ter Spirits and Bailey 
Bigger at the Old Gas 
Station Bar & Grill. Free 
admission at all ven-
ues, all within walking 
distance. Call 870-523-
1009 for more info.

 ■ Monster Nights – 
Tuesday, Aug. 18: Mon-
ster Groovez Concert 
featuring The Arkansas 
Brothers, whose mu-
sic has sprouted from 
heavy influences of gos-
pel, blues, rockabilly 
and country. From 7 to 
8:30 p.m. on the Ter-
ry Scoggins Memorial 
Stage, 412 Front Street 
in downtown Newport. 
Free admission and kid 
friendly. Bring your lawn 
chair or blanket. Coolers 
welcome.

 ■ Monster Nights – 
Saturday, Aug. 22: Mon-
ster Fun Nights featuring 
the Southern BMX Stunt 
Show bringing their 
wild high-flying skills 
to downtown Newport. 
Enjoy great BMX rid-
ers and a bike giveaway. 
From 7 to 8:30 p.m. at 
Front Street Park, 412 
Front Street in New-
port. Free admission and 
kid friendly. Bring your 
lawn chair or blanket.

 ■ Farmers Market – 
The downtown Newport 
farmers market is open 
7 to 11 a.m. every Sat-
urday and Wednesday 
or until vendors sell out. 
Shop for fresh vegeta-
bles, baked goods, hand-
made soaps, masks and 
more. Be sure to sign up 
for the Saturday Morn-
ing Basket Giveaway. 
The newest vendor has 
metal art and can cus-
tomize his metal items to 
fit your needs.

A-State receives grants to study crop burning
By MATT SMOTHERS
Paxton News Service

JONESBORO — Arkansas 
State University received two 
grants this month for research 
that will study prescribed 
crop burns to improve guide-
lines as well as their negative 
health effects.

Researchers recently re-
ceived a $571,940 grant 
through the Non-Land Grant 
Colleges of Agriculture pro-
gram for a cooperative study 
titled “Improving crop resi-
due burning and management 
recommendations in the Ar-
kansas Delta Region.”

The project director of the 
study is Aaron Shew, assistant 
professor and R.E.L. Wil-

son chairman of Agricultural 
Economics in A-State’s col-
lege of agriculture, who will 
be working with researchers 
from the University of Arkan-
sas, University of Arkansas’ 
division of agriculture, Miami 
University and the University 
of Delaware. A-State is the 
lead university on the project.

A-State professors Joe Ford 
and Ross Carroll will also be 
joining Shew in the study, 
which will run through May 
2023.

The main goal of the project 
is to monitor in-field burns 
and to improve guidelines for 
prescribed burns, Shew said.

“Ideally, we’ll be able to 
reduce smoke in populated 
areas by improving the guide-

lines for crop residue burn-
ing,” he said.

Shew said the project hopes 
to be able to have a general 
metric for the best times for 
farmers under financial and 
time pressure to burn. Ford is 
hoping to build a smartphone 
app that will give a simulation 
of what would happen if a 
farmer was to burn at the time 
they were in the field.

Shew explained that con-
trolled burning is more 
cost-effective than tilling. 
Producers are able to save on 
man-hours and fuel costs by 
burning. As part of the proj-
ect, researchers are also plan-
ning to survey producers and 
residents in the area, which 
is expected to start within a 

year. Part of the survey will 
be to see if residents would be 
willing to offset tilling costs.

Shew also believes the proj-
ect will open up opportuni-
ties for A-State’s College of 
Agriculture. The project will 
change the capacity to do 
high-level applied research 
for the area and state, and the 
universities plan to hire grad-
uate and undergraduate stu-
dents to work on the project, 
Shew said.

Dr. Troy Camarata, assistant 
professor at NYITCOM at 
A-State, received a grant for a 
study titled “Exploring Caus-
ative Relationship Between 
Agricultural Burning and 
Negative Public Health Out-
comes in the Arkansas Delta.” 

The study will look at how air 
pollution in Northeast Arkan-
sas, where controlled burning 
is typical, impacts the health 
of residents.

Camarata said the research 
has been ongoing since the 
summer of 2018, and he in-
tends to collaborate with 
Shew on their studies since 
they’re looking at the same 
problem from different sides. 
Ford will work on the project 
as well to develop a public 
information tool with an app 
that will give users the local 
air quality and recommenda-
tions.

“We want to provide evi-
dence one way or another if 

Submitted

Even a light rain on Friday didn’t stop Mary and Steve Reid from having a great time at Post-
master Spirits for Artsy.

GOOD TIMES NEA death toll rises
By KEITH INMAN
Paxton News Service

JONESBORO — Fifteen 
new deaths due to the novel 
coronavirus in Arkansas in-
cluded one each in Craighead, 
Lawrence and Randolph 
counties Tuesday.

Gov. Asa Hutchinson said 
the state’s death toll rose to 
490.

The state reported 784 
new confirmed cases of 
COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the virus.

At least 45,381 people in 
the state have tested positive 
for the virus. The Arkansas 
Department of Health said 
6,891 of those cases are ac-
tive, meaning they don’t in-
clude people who have died 
or recovered. The number of 
people hospitalized with the 
disease rose by 13 to 526.

The true number of cases 
in Arkansas is likely higher 
because less than 20 percent 
of the state’s population has 
been tested, and studies sug-
gest people can be infected 
and not feel sick.

During his daily press brief-
ing, Hutchinson said he was 
glad he decided to postpone 
the opening of in-person 
classes by two weeks, despite 
the concerns of parents and 
teachers. But he expects stu-
dents to go back to school the 
week of Aug. 24. He said the 
delay will help the state mov-
ing forward.

“It gives us an opportunity 
to study what’s happening in 
other states that have started 
earlier,” Hutchinson said. “It 
gives us an opportunity to 
learn from the experiences 
that we see in the sports world 
as well. It gives us the oppor-
tunity to better prepare in ev-
ery respect.

“And so we’re going to uti-
lize this time effectively over 
the next three weeks because 
we want everybody to be able 

to go back to in-classroom 
instruction in a safe way that 
best protects the students, 
gives them the opportunity 
to learn, as well as the faculty 
and staff.”

Tuesday Northeast Arkan-
sas COVID-19 cases by coun-
ty:

 ■ Craighead – 1,156 con-
firmed (up 22 from Mon-
day), with 163 still active, 
981 recovered, 16,435 neg-
ative tests, 12 deaths.

 ■ Lawrence – 186 con-
firmed (up 1), 21 active, 155 
recovered, 2,202 negative, 
10 deaths.

 ■ Greene – 403 confirmed 
(up 10), 163 active, 239 re-
covered, 6,557 negative, 1 
death.

 ■ Poinsett – 173 con-
firmed (up 6), 46 active, 124 
recovered, 2,522 negative, 3 
deaths.

 ■ Randolph – 178 con-
firmed (up 3), 27 active, 148 
recovered, 2,695 negative, 3 
deaths.

 ■ Clay – 112 confirmed 
(up 3), 15 active, 93 recov-
ered, 2,258, 4 deaths.

 ■ Jackson – 61 confirmed 
(up 2), 12 active, 48 re-
covered, 1,796 negative, 1 
death.

 ■ Mississippi – 833 (up 
36) confirmed, 258 active, 
584 recovered, 6,460 nega-
tive, 11 deaths.

 ■ Cross – 172 confirmed 
(unchanged), 21 active, 149 
recovered, 2,082 negative, 2 
deaths.

 ■ Sharp – 106 confirmed 
(unchanged), 18 active, 83 
recovered, 1,571 negative, 5 
deaths.

 ■ Crittenden – 1,269 con-
firmed (up 27), 155 active, 
1,094 recovered, 8,026 neg-
ative, 20 deaths.

 ■ St. Francis – 1,144 con-
firmed (up 4), 142 active, 
999 recovered, 6,441 nega-
tive, 3 deaths.

inman@jonesborosun.com

Charlotte man charged 
in fatal accident
By BRUCE GUTHRIE 
Paxton News Service

BATESVILLE — A fatal 
crash last month that took the 
life of a Jonesboro man has 
resulted in negligent homicide 
charges for Brandon Dean 
Alex Bishop of Charlotte.

The accident occurred on 
Coon Creek Lane in Indepen-
dence County on June 21.

According to an affidavit 
connected to an arrest war-
rant released this week, three 
males were in the truck that 
Bishop was driving. Johna-
than Easley was riding in the 
bed of the truck and was eject-
ed from the vehicle and was 
found dead in the ditch.

Authorities stated that they 
could “detect a strong odor of 
intoxicants coming from each 
individual on scene.”

Several unopened beer cans 
as well as a cooler was found 
near Easley’s body.

According to the affidavit, 
Sergeant Brett Ward with the 
Independence County Sher-
iff’s Department obtained a 
search warrant by phone from 
Judge Chaney Taylor for a 
blood draw from Bishop.

On July 21, the results of 
that draw from the Arkansas 

State Crime Lab revealed that 
Bishop’s ethanol level was 
0.140 percent with a legal lim-
it of 0.08 percent.

Two days after the accident, 
one of the passengers was in-
terviewed by Sheriff Shawn 
Stephens about the events that 
led up to the accident.

Cameron Owens stated he 
had drunk four beers and three 
shots of whiskey, but did not 
know how much the others 
had been drinking, but both of 
the others had been drinking.

According to the affida-
vit, the three were heading 
to Bishop’s house, and that 
Easley “wanted to ride in the 
back.”

The affidavit also stated that 
Owens told Stephens that 
Bishop “had been driving 
good.”

Owens did also state that 
he had asked Bishop to slow 
down.

Owens also told Stephens 
that Bishop “hit a pothole and 
lost control of the vehicle.”

Bishop faces charges of driv-
ing while intoxicated, his sec-
ond offense along with several 
other misdemeanor charges to 
go along with negligent homi-
cide, a class B felony.

news@guardonline.com

Let the sunshine in

By RANDAL SEYLER
Paxton News Service

JONESBORO — When it 
comes to solar panels, it takes 
more than Windex to keep 
them clean.

Arkansas State University 
assistant professor of mechan-
ical engineer Robert Fleming, 
will be studying the science of 
solar panel soiling thanks to a 
$360,000 two-year grant from 
the U.S. Department of Ener-
gy’s Established Program to 
Stimulate Competitive Re-
search (DOE EPSCoR) pro-
gram.

“Really, what happens with 
solar panels is dirt and grime 
accumulates on them, which 
over time blocks a substantial 
part of light that should be 
making it into panel,” Flem-
ing said.

Eventually, the clouding ef-
fect can reduce the solar pan-
el’s ability to produce power 
by as much as 35 percent.

Solar panels, or solar pho-
tovoltaic modules (PV mod-
ules) can be kept clean by 
hand – having someone 
sponge dust and grime off the 
panels – but on an industrial 
scale, hand cleaning is unfea-
sible, Fleming said.

“Some of the large solar ar-
rays are in places where water 
is scarce,” Fleming said, “like 
the Southwest, or Africa.”

The cost of cleaning solar 
panels cuts into the profitabil-
ity of the power production, 
as does the gradual loss of 
solar input due to the loss of 
coating clarity.

The loss of productivity 
makes it harder for solar to 
compete with other energy 
sources such as coal or com-
bustible fuels, Fleming said.

“Solar panels harness the 
limitless energy of the sun to 
generate electricity. The effi-
ciency with which the power 

is generated means a lower 
utility bill for the consum-
er,” said Abhijit Bhattacha-
ryya, inaugural dean of the 
College of Engineering and 
Computer Science at A-State. 
“Efficiency depends on many 
factors including anti-soiling 
coatings that keep the panels 
clean. Not much is known 
about the science and technol-
ogy of how that happens.”

“The US Department of 
Energy-EPSCOR program 
has determined that Dr. Drew 
Fleming’s project on an-
ti-soiling coatings will deliver 
a better understanding of the 
science and technology of the 
coatings. Dr. Fleming is one 
of our outstanding researchers 
in the College of Engineer-
ing and Computer Science,” 
Bhattacharyya said.

“I look forward to his work 
and that of his research group 
to generate new knowledge 
right here in the upper delta 
region of Arkansas in collab-
oration with some of the best 
laboratories in the world – the 
SLAC National Accelerator 
Laboratory and the Lawrence 
Livermore National Labo-
ratory in California,” Bhat-
tacharyya said.

Fleming said Thursday the 
award is technically still un-
der negotiation, but the selec-
tion of his project as one un-
der negotiation for an award 

was announced by the DOE 
around July 15 as part of $21 
million the DOE allocated for 
research in EPSCoR eligible 
states.

DOE EPSCoR a feder-
al-state partnership program 
designed to enhance the ca-
pabilities of designated states 
and territories to conduct 
sustainable and nationally 
competitive energy-related re-
search, according to the DOE 
Office of Science website.

The grant will be officially 
awarded after negotiations, 
Fleming said.

Prior to joining the facul-
ty at ASU in 2019, Fleming 
spent five years developing 
anti-soiling coating technolo-
gies for PV applications at a 
company called WattGlass in 
Northwest Arkansas.

“While there, I realized that 
there was very little under-
standing of the interaction 
mechanisms that governed 
soiling and soil accumulation 
on PV modules, especially 
in context of the disparity of 
climates and local soil com-
positions where PV modules 
might be installed,” Fleming 
stated in a description of the 
research project.

Since manual washing of 
solar panels is not the best 
method to keep solar fields 

Matt Beardsley | SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory

In 2015, materials scientist Rob Moore adjusts the instrumenta-
tion at SSRL beam line 5-4 at the SLAC National Accelerator Lab-
oratory in Menlo Park, Calif. Arkansas State University graduate 
students will get to work with scientists at the California lab as 
part of a Department of Energy research grant.

ASU professor  
receives grant to study  
solar panel coatings
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