
By GRETCHEN HUNT
Editor

Several members of the 
Lawrence County Exten-
sion Homemakers attended 
this year’s State Meeting in 
Hot Springs Aug. 12 and 
13.

Among local recognitions, 
was Elaine Stoll, who was 
honored for 50 years with 
Arkansas EHC. She and 
her husband, John, were 
also thanked for their years 
serving as the Staging and 
Equipment Committee.

The Scrappers Extension 
Homemakers Club was rec-
ognized for submitting a 100 

points project book in 2019. 
Karla Wadley accepted a 
certificate and check on be-
half of the club.

In addition, Deborah 
Teague was installed as state 
vice president.

Mary Jane Callahan, who 
is currently serving as Delta 
District associate director, 
performed various duties 
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Enrollment up … A5
Williams sees 12 percent on-campus student increase.

Ground broken for elder 
care facility in Walnut Ridge
By GRETCHEN HUNT
Editor

Southern Administrative 
Services representatives and 
local dignitaries announced 
and broke ground Tuesday on 
a nearly $11-million nursing 
home development in Walnut 
Ridge.

The Green House Cottages 
of Walnut Ridge represents 
both the development of a 
new long-term care campus 

and the total redevelopment 
of the existing Walnut Ridge 
Nursing and Rehab facility. It 
is the sixth Arkansas Green 
House Cottage development 
for the company.

The announcement was 
made by John Ponthie and 
Shannon Fleming of South-
ern Administrative Services, 
which provides administra-
tive and support services to 
a network of 30 long-term 
care facilities, including Wal-

nut Ridge Nursing & Rehab. 
They were joined by Walnut 
Ridge Mayor Charles Snapp 
and State Rep. Fran Cav-
enaugh.

The new 64-bed develop-
ment will include four build-
ings set in cottage style with 
private suites for each elder. 
The 32,000-square-foot addi-
tion will include a spa/beau-
ty shop, library, living room 
and state-of-the art kitchen 
in each cottage, as well as a 

higher staff-to-elder ratio.
Set to open in the spring 

or summer of 2021, Pon-
thie said he looks forward to 
moving dirt not only symbol-
ically but also as the project 
gets underway.

“It is even more gratify-
ing to be breaking ground 
in Walnut Ridge, in a rural 
community that has the heart 
and soul that this community 

TD photo / Gretchen Hunt

John Ponthie, managing partner with Southern Administrative Services, expresses his appreciation to Mayor Charles Snapp (far left) 
and State Rep. Fran Cavenaugh for their assistance throughout the planning process for the new Green House Cottages of Walnut Ridge 
during a ground breaking ceremony on Tuesday morning.

WHOA unveiled, features 1,000 
sources on WR, Hoxie history
By EDWARD HARTHORN
Guest Writer

Those interested in Law-
rence County’s history 
now have a new free on-
line resource at their dis-
posal. Termed the Walnut 
Ridge & Hoxie Online Ar-
chive (WHOA), the project 
features more than 1,000 
sources about the two 
towns’ pre-WWII history, 
at www.whoa-archive.org.

Work on the virtual archive 
began in April as a way to re-
construct Walnut Ridge and 
Hoxie’s early newspaper re-
cords, of which there are a 
surprising number. Accord-
ing to a June 9, 1922, arti-
cle in the Arkansas Gazette, 
Walnut Ridge and Hoxie 
had at least nine other news-
papers besides The Times 
Dispatch (1910-present): 
other papers based in Wal-
nut Ridge included the Law-
rence County Journal/The 
Courier (1877-circa 1905), 

Lawrence County Democrat/
Lawrence County Telephone 
(1884-1890), the Mason-
ic Trowel (1887-1889), the 
Lawrence County Repub-
lican (1887-1891, merged 
into the Blade), the Blade 
(c. 1887-1929, merged into 
The Times Dispatch), and 
another newspaper called 
the Journal (1905), while 
Hoxie newspapers included 
The Observer (1908-?), The 
Hoxie Enterprise/The News 
at Hoxie (1912-c. 1917), and 
the Hoxie Tribune (1920-
1926).

Unfortunately, most edi-
tions of these early news-
papers are thought to no 
longer exist, but many of 
the most newsworthy or 
unusual articles in these pa-
pers were often published 
by other newspapers around 
the state and region, and oc-
casionally even across the 
country. Thus, it is now pos-
sible to reassemble some 
measure of the news record 

of Walnut Ridge and Hoxie 
through searchable online 
newspaper databases, mi-
crofilm and other means.

With aspects of Walnut 
Ridge and Hoxie’s history 
during and after WWII pre-
served at the Wings of Hon-
or Museum and upcoming 
Hoxie: The First Stand Mu-
seum, and with The Times 
Dispatch’s post mid 1950s 
newspaper archives intact, 
the decision was made to 
focus the online archive on 
the decades prior to U.S. en-
try into World War II.

Geographically, sources 
were limited to those that 
took place in Walnut Ridge 
or Hoxie or news dispatch-
es from outlying areas that 
were published by newspa-
pers or reporters in the two 
towns. Relevant pre-WWII 
documents, photographs 
and maps were also com-
piled and included. Further 

Airport Commission 
discusses future  
of restaurant
By GRETCHEN HUNT
Editor

The Walnut Ridge Airport 
Commission discussed how 
to move forward with the 
airport-owned restaurant 
building at its Monday night 
meeting.

The building, which was 
being renovated by Seth 
Hardage, was left incom-
plete after he was given sev-
eral extensions to complete 
the project.

Mayor Charles Snapp 
said at this point, the com-
mission should probably 
consider tearing down the 
existing structure and put-
ting a pre-engineered metal 
building on the slab.

“He had an agreement to 
remodel the existing facility, 
and instead he demolished 
it,” Snapp said.

Snapp suggested the com-
mission consider bringing 
legal action. Commission-
ers voted to have Snapp ask 
City Attorney Ethan Weeks 
to review the lease to see if 
there is any legal recourse.

Members of the commis-
sion agreed that rebuilding 
the restaurant and tying it 
back into the 737 dining 
room is a priority.

“There’s a lot of folks who 
like to bring their kids to 
that restaurant,” Commis-
sioner Lloyd Clark said.

Airport Manager Stacy 
Hoggard said there are a lot 
of calls that come in to the 
terminal building about the 
restaurant.

“We get three to five calls 
a week from people asking 
about the restaurant,” she 
said.

Snapp said he thinks the 
restaurant is a worthwhile 
investment.

“It’s more than a restau-
rant,” he said. “It’s an attrac-
tion to bring people into the 
airport.”

Also on Monday, the com-
mission:

 ■ authorized Hoggard to 
advertise for bids on the fuel 
tanks from the old fuel farm. 
They were cleaned out by 
Rebel Services. Bids will be 
opened at the next meeting.

 ■ discussed issues sur-
rounding Scott Fetzer’s 
lease. Hoggard said it ap-
pears Fetzer has sold his 
lease rights without com-
mission approval. The com-
mission authorized Hoggard 
to contact a lawyer who has 
experience with FAA regu-
lations about helping to re-
solve the situation.

 ■ heard an update on 
construction projects from 
Hoggard. Work has to be 
completed by Sept. 22, or 
penalties will be assessed to 
the contractors for each day 
past the deadline.

Back-to-school outfits for the 2020-21 school year also included many different styles of 
facemasks for students including these Sloan-Hendrix sixth-graders (front, from left): Alexis 
Davis, Mikenlee Ward, Emma Henry, Jayde Cobble, Blake Hall; (back) Emery Spence, Preslee 
Lee, Kaylee Jines, Presley Bookout and Macie Rone.

BACK TO SCHOOL 2020 STYLE

County has 14 new 
cases, one death
By GRETCHEN HUNT
Editor

According to reports from 
the Arkansas Department 
of Health, Lawrence Coun-
ty has had 14 new positive 
cases of COVID-19 during 
the past week.

The total number of cu-
mulative positive cases for 
the county has increased by 
14, with Tuesday’s count 
being 245 compared to last 
week’s 231.

The number of active 
cases of COVID-19 has 
remained steady from last 
week’s count, increasing 
only one from 18 to 19 as 
of Tuesday morning.

Twelve cases have been 
added to the recovered 
list, as that number has in-

creased from 204 last week 
to 216 this week.

The Arkansas Department 
of Health is once again re-
porting an additional death 
for Lawrence County, 
bringing that number to 10 
total since the beginning of 
the pandemic.

Earlier this month, a death 
was attributed to Lawrence 
County and then removed 
in what was believed to 
have been a reporting error.

Social distancing guide-
lines and a statewide mask 
mandate remain in effect 
as public schools start back 
this week.

More information on case 
counts, directives and exec-
utive orders can be found 
on the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health’s website.

Elaine Stoll was presented 
with her 50-year membership 

award from Arkansas Exten-
sion Homemakers at the state 

meeting in Hot Springs Aug. 12 
and 13.

Lawrence County EHC members 
recognized at state meeting

2 killed in 
accident
By GRETCHEN HUNT
Editor

A three-vehicle accident 
on Sunday night resulted 
in two deaths, according to 
the preliminary fatal crash 
summary released by the 
Arkansas State Police.

The accident occurred at 
7:29 p.m. on Highway 63 
at Sedgwick when a north-
bound 2004 Dodge Neon 
driven by Randy E. Spades 
crossed the centerline and 
struck a southbound 2014 
Chevrolet Equinox head 
on.
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