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NEWS
 News submissions are needed by Monday 
at 10 a.m., however items should be sub-
mitted as soon as possible to ensure proper 
handling and publication.
 Ideally, wedding articles should be 
submitted within 14 days of the wedding, 
and must be submitted within six weeks of 
the wedding, or a charge may apply. It is 
preferred to receive birth announcements 
within seven days, and they must be sub-
mitted within a month or a fee may apply.
	 The	TD	uses	specific	formats	for	wed-
dings, births, engagements and obituaries, 
which are published free of charge. If a 
different format is desired, a charge will 
apply. Photographs are published with 
weddings, engagements and anniversaries 
of 50 years or more as a free service. In 
addition, photographs with births, obituaries 
and anniversaries of less than 50 years can 
be published for a fee.
 Listings of people attending events will 
be limited to those from out-of-county for 
in-county events and those from in-county 
attending out-of-county events. Space 
permitting, additional listings may require 
a fee.
 The TD reserves the right to edit, rewrite 
or omit any news article submitted for 
publication, as available space and news-
worthiness dictates.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
 The Times Dispatch welcomes letters to 
the editor but reserves the right to edit or 
reject all letters. Letters to the editor must 
not contain libelous comments. 
 Letters must be received no later than 
Monday for publication in that week’s 
edition.
 All letters must include the name and 
address of the writer, and any letter we print 
must include the writer’s name.
	 Letters	 do	 not	 necessarily	 reflect	 the	
opinion of The Times Dispatch.

ADVERTISING
	 Block	advertising,	classified	advertising,	
legal notices and cards of thanks are needed 
no later than 3 p.m. on Monday. No can-
cellations or ad copy changes can be made 
after this deadline.
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 To voice your opinion, here are some 
addresses of area, state and national 
leaders who might like to hear from you.
 President Donald Trump, The White 
House, Washington, D. C. 20500.
 Vice President Mike Pence, Old Exec-
utive Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
20501.
 Sen. Tom Cotton, B33 Russell Senate 
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510, 
telephone: 202-224-2353. Jonesboro 
Office: 300 South Church, Suite 338, 
Jonesboro, AR 72401. 
 Sen. John Boozman, 320 Hart Senate 
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510, 
telephone: 202-224-4843, fax: 202-
228-1371.   
 Rep. Rick Crawford, 2422 Rayburn 
HOB, Washington, D. C. 20515, tele-
phone: 202-225-4076, fax: 202-225-
5602. Jonesboro office: 2400 Highland 
Drive, Suite 300, Jonesboro, AR 72401, 
telephone: 870-203-0540, fax: 870-
203-0542.
 Gov. Asa Hutchinson, State Capitol, 
Little Rock, AR 72201, 501-682-2345.
 Atty. Gen. Leslie Rutledge, 323 Center 
Street, Suite 200, Little Rock, AR 72201. 
501-682-2007. Consumer Division: 
telephone: 1-800-482-8982 fax: 501-
682-8084.                    
 State Rep. Fran Cavenaugh, 870-
761-3990. fax: 870-886-1152. E-mail: 
frances.cavenaugh@arkansashouse.
org.
 State Sen. Blake Johnson, 870-323-
1766; During legislative sessions: Sen. 
Blake Johnson, Senate, State Capitol, 
Little Rock, AR 72201 (telephone: 501-
682-6107 or TDD: 501-682-1952). 
E-mail: Blake.Johnson@senate.ar.gov.
 Legislative Hotline: 
 Senate: 501-682-2902
 House: 501-682-6211

Let your 
VOICE 

be heard
The Times Dispatch 

accepts Letters to the 
Editor to be published in 

our print edition.

Submissions can be 
brought	into	the	office	at	
225 W. Main in Walnut 

Ridge or emailed to 
tdnews@thetd.com.

Letters must go through an 
approval process and are 

subject to editing.

Call for photos
 The Times Dispatch is 
seeking historic Lawrence 
County photos to publish 
on the editorial page, along 
with the News of Yester-
years. Readers are encour-
aged to submit photos in 
person at 225 West Main 
in Walnut Ridge, via email 
to editor@thetd.com or 
through the mail to P.O. 
Box 389, Walnut Ridge, AR 
72476. 

10 Years Ago
Elementary students in school 

districts throughout the county 
joined forces with the Lawrence 
County Circle of Friends during 
the month of March to raise 
$4,779.01 for Arkansas Chil-
dren’s Hospital with a Hoops in 
the Halls fundraiser. Micheal-
le Wooten’s fifth-grade class at 
Hillcrest Elementary was re-
warded with a trip to the movies 
for raising the most money of any 
class in the county.

Dalesha Johnson, a sophomore 
at Black Rock High School, was 
selected by a faculty panel to 
attend the Hugh O’Brian Youth 
Leadership seminar held recent-
ly in Bentonville. The program is 
designed to bring together soph-
omore students from throughout 
the state to meet and interact 
with leaders from the areas of 
business, technology, education, 
government, arts and science.

Two eating establishments have 
recently opened in Imboden. 
Owners Keith and Carrie Wil-
son opened Pig-N-Out BBQ at 
the intersection of Highways 63 
and 62. Gary and Karen Crocker 
opened a Subway franchise on 
Highway 63 South.

20 Years Ago
The Walnut Ridge fifth grade 

boys basketball team recently 
won the Lawrence County Pee-
wee Basketball Tournament. 
Team members include: Ryan 
Sluder, Jeff Williams, Zac Wil-
liams, Josh Hayes, Chris Pink-
ston, Tyler Kennedy, Ryan Weir, 
Cody White, Cameron Kelley, 
Jack Kent, Chris Logan, Ryan 
Shoe, Tyler Crisler and Ben Snow. 
Greg Garner is their coach. Tool 
Central has announced its spon-
sorship of Jeff Floyd Motorsports 
in the new Mid-America Racing 
Series. Tool Central will team up 
with Floyd, who is from Walnut 
Ridge, as he competes for the 
championship of the new series, 
as well as in many independent 
races throughout the Midwest.

Brandi Wade, a student at Hox-
ie High School, has been award-
ed the National High School 
Athletic Institute’s prestigious 
All-American Scholar Athlete 
Award for the sport of basketball.

The Clover Bend Extension 
Homemakers’ Club toured the 
Hemingway-Pfeiffer Museum 
and Education Center in Piggott 
on March 20. Wanda Spargo, 
Marilyn Goodwin and Wilma 
Christopher visited the Pfeiffer-
James Home, which is restored 
to the early 1930s era when Er-
nest Hemingway was a frequent 
visitor.

The Sloan Center for Science 
and Professional Studies was of-

ficially dedicated Friday on the 
campus of Williams Baptist Col-
lege. The $1.75 million facility is 
named for longtime WBC sup-
porter Larry Sloan.

30 Years Ago
Brooke Howard and Windy 

Bilbrey, students of Christie 
McNiell and Edgar Hall’s Stu-
dio, were both on dance teams 
that placed first in Showstoppers 
Regional Dance Contest in Mem-
phis. Windy also did a solo tap to 
“Singing in the Rain” and placed 
second in her division.

The Black Rock High School 
land-judging team placed first in 
the FFA Judging Contests held at 
ASH in Jonesboro. Members of 
the team are: Ashley Eagan, John 
Hampton, William Felton, Shane 
McGhehey and Jason Hammock.

40 Years Ago
Eighteen students from six high 

schools in the county participat-
ed in the second annual Student 
Government Day. They include: 
Teddy Wyatt, Angie Fielder, Tim 
Noblin, Hoxie; Leigh Trimble, 
Rhonda Verkler, Lori Williams, 
Black Rock; Tammy Graham, 
Penny Colston, Lisa Singleton, 
Walnut Ridge; Sarah Austin, 
Tammy Kemp, Kathy Stephens, 
Sloan-Hendrix; Melinda Bak-
er, Steve Tennison, Cheryl Mc-
Campbell, Clover Bend; and 
Cindy Wilson, Skeeter Justus, 
Jeff Copeland, Lynn. The event is 
sponsored by Lawrence County 
Development Council.

Work is underway at the in-
tersection of Highway 25 and 
Cemetery Road where Arkansas 
Convalescent Centers, Inc. will 
locate a 108-bed nursing home. 
Clark General Contractors will 
complete the home by Dec. 31. 
The land was annexed into the 
city recently at a City Council 
meeting.

50 Years Ago
Thomas L. Hilburn is now as-

sociated with Ponder & Lingo, 
attorneys, and will be practicing 
law with the firm in offices in the 
Bridges building. Mr. Hilburn 
graduated from the University of 
Arkansas School of Law in Jan-
uary.

The State Parks, Recreation and 
Travel Commission met Saturday 
and approved the takeover of the 
administration of the Powhatan 
Courthouse and adjacent site 
upon completion of restoration.

60 Years Ago
Tommy Smith won first place 

in the annual spelling bee held 
here last Saturday. Andy Stovall 
was second. Both boys attend 
Sloan-Hendrix School.

Wm. C. Perrin, who suffered a 
stroke while working at his fam-
ily cemetery on March 19, and 
who lay exposed to sub-freezing 
temperatures until found late the 
next night, died last Saturday 
morning in a Batesville hospital. 
He lived at Saffell.

Seventeen-year-old Sammy 
Towell, son of Mrs. Exie Towell, 
of Route l, Walnut Ridge, was 
killed late Saturday afternoon 
about 5 o’clock when a tractor he 
was driving overturned.

Hoxie Postmaster J.N. Cooper 
said today he has been advised by 
the office of Postmaster General 
Authur E. Summerfield that the 
Post Office Department is now 
asking for bids to build and lease 
to the Department the new post 
office for Hoxie.

The Times Dispatch learned 
yesterday that Dr. Wayne Glenn 
of Little Rock plans to locate in 
Walnut Ridge for the practice of 
medicine this summer.

70 Years Ago
James W. Slayden, long a prom-

inent citizen of this county and a 
member of a distinguished fami-
ly, died at 5:30 last Sunday morn-
ing in the Newport Hospital. He 
was 64.

Player-Manager W.R. Glenn 
welcomed 30 baseball candidates 
at the first workout of the VFW 
team last Sunday afternoon at the 
local park.

William Tate, aged about 60, of 
Old Walnut Ridge, is a patient at 
the Baptist Hospital in Memphis, 
where he was taken last week 
after being badly hurt in an acci-
dent at Old Walnut Ridge.

Pat Livingston, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. R.D. Livingston of 
Imboden, won first place for the 
best dress at the annual Lawrence 
County 4-H Club Dress Revue 
last Thursday.

Bryan Fields of Denton, mem-
ber of the Lynn 4-H Club, 
won sweepstakes honors at the 
Mid-South Livestock Show in 
Memphis last Friday with his 
842-pound Hereford. It gave the 
county two sweepstakes winners 
in a row. Charles Moore of Black 
Rock won the sweepstakes at the 
showing last year.

The betrothal of Miss Mari-
anne Smith to Clarence William 
Jackson is made known by her 
mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Smith of 
Walnut Ridge. Mr. Jackson is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence T. 
Jackson of Walnut Ridge. The 
marriage will be solemnized in 
August in Walnut Ridge. The 
bride-elect, granddaughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. John K. Gibson of Lau-
ratown, will complete her work 
this summer at the University of 
Arkansas.

Staff 
Notes
Nathan Hibbard

Pinkston was 
friend to all

They say the music you lis-
tened to when you were in 

high school will always be your 
favorite music. If that’s true 
with music, it must also be true 
that the friendships you make 
in high school will always be 
special to you.

I met Anthony Pinkston on the 
first day of school of our ninth-
grade year. It was my first year 
at Walnut Ridge after transfer-
ring from Delaplaine. Being a 
new student in a “big” school 
(bigger than Delaplaine, any-
way), I was a little overwhelmed 
at times.

The final class period of the 
day was in the gym. After we 
were dismissed, I was just 
milling around, not sure what to 
do next, when this guy I didn’t 
know came up to me.

“Hey, how’s it going?” he 
asked. “You’re new here, aren’t 
you?”

“Uhh, yeah, I’m doing okay,” 
I answered, wondering who 
this guy was. Was I supposed 
to know him? It didn’t matter, 
though. He seemed like a nice 
guy and was easy to talk to.

We soon discovered that we 
shared an interest in sports, 
especially pro football. His fa-
vorite team was the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers. At that time, the 
Buccaneers had not won a game 
in franchise history. I wondered 
why, out of all the teams in the 
NFL, he chose Tampa Bay to 
root for.

Now, looking back, I can 
understand. Anthony seemed 
to have kindliness towards the 
underdogs, the outcasts.

He was always reaching out 
to those students who seemed 
to be unsure of where they fit 
in. He was the one who would 
approach these individuals, 
whether it was in the cafeteria 
or student center, and let them 
know they were welcome to join 
our group. Some responded, 
some didn’t, but Anthony always 
gave them the opportunity.

Maybe that’s why he came 
up to me that day in the gym. 
Maybe he saw me and thought, 
“Hey, that guy looks lost. He 
needs some help.” Whatever the 
reason, I’ll always be grateful 
he did.

You don’t replace friends like 
Anthony. I’m sure the sense of 
loss will hit again once football 
season rolls around. My favorite 
team for 40-plus years, the Oak-
land Raiders, doesn’t technically 
exist anymore, and I don’t feel 
any allegiance to the Las Vegas 
Raiders, so I guess I’ll have to 
find a new team. Something tells 
me I’m going to be pulling for 
the Buccaneers this year.

 Photo courtesy of the Lawrence County Historical Society

In 1987, Barton’s purchased their current location in Walnut Ridge from Marlin and Alvin Wilcoxson to relocate, 
consolidate and build a more modern facility. The location had been the home of the old WalRidge Motel, which was 
torn down to make way for construction. The foundation of the motel was used as a base for the current lean-to 
shed near what is now the walking trail. In March of 1988, Barton’s held a grand opening at their new location. 
Employees pictured are (from left) Michael Bolding, Charles Liscomb, Tom Rainwater, Marvin “Bud” Burnside, Donald 
Prater, Lucille Brand, Ronnie Pierce, Alice Brand, Curt Huckaby, Junior Rutherford, Wes Bridges and Leonard Hardin. 
(Pictures of the Past is a cooperative effort of The Times Dispatch and the Lawrence County Historical Society. 
Readers are encouraged to submit historic photos.)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Upset flowers  
removed from grave

To the Editor:
I am writing due to my con-

cerns about Lawrence Memo-
rial Park. My daughter, Brenda 
Dunlap, recently passed away 
and was buried in the “old” 
part of Lawrence Memorial 
Park.

My family and I purchased 
silk flowers for her because 
everyone of her family but me 
live out of state and we wanted 
her to have flowers for as long 
as possible. So we spent $200 
for a silk blue, beautiful casket 
spray.

After the service, we staked 
it down so it would not blow 

away. I went out to the cem-
etery to place more flowers 
for her birthday and all her 
flowers were gone. Less than 
two weeks from the time of the 
funeral service.

I found what was left of them 
in a burn pile. I was devastat-
ed. I found someone mowing, 
and he said that he had “prob-
ably” done it. I know if they 
were mowing that the flowers 
would need to be up but there 
was nothing to mow, only dirt. 
There was no reason for it to 
be removed and burned. I am 
so upset.

I just want to warn others. Do 
not place flowers on your loved 
ones graves at Lawrence Me-

morial Park because they will 
“probably” be thrown away and 
burned.

Also, why do they spray 
Round-up two to three feet 
around the flat tombstones in 
the new part of the cemetery? 
That looks awful. I understand 
spraying two to three inches 
around but not making huge 
dead grassy holes around the 
expensive headstones. Have 
you looked at other cemeter-
ies? They don’t look that way. 
I am sick of our dead being 
disrespected this way. How 
about you?

Sincerely,
Vaudeen Allen

Minturn


