
Obituaries A2
Editorial A4
Education A6
Puzzles A7
Classifieds A10

Wednesday, 
August 19, 2020

110th Year—No. 34          Lawrence County, Arkansas            $1         10 Pages  2 Inserts         www.thetd.com

In this edition

Good Luck, 
Students!

WR to apply for grant, 
move forward with lawsuit

At Monday night’s meet-
ing, the Walnut Ridge City 
Council voted to move for-
ward with two grants and 
file a lawsuit against JR and 
Michelle Rogers to recoup 
expenses in the demolition of 
a building on Abbey Road.

Council members passed 
a resolution authorizing the 
mayor to seek grant funding 
to improve the city’s recre-
ation facilities. The grant, if 
approved would include ap-
proximately $265,000 worth 
of improvements at Stewart 
Park including upgrades at 
the city pool, the playground 
and the baseball fields.

The grant also includes 
funds for repairs to the large 
pavilion, work to make bridg-
es on the sidewalks ADA 
compliant, a new entrance 
sign and a disc golf course.

The grant, which is through 
the Arkansas Department of 
Parks, Heritage and Tourism, 
is a 50/50 matching grant. 
Mayor Charles Snapp said 
with engineering fees, if the 
grant is approved, the city’s 
share of the expenses should 
be around $150,000.

The council also approved 
the purchase of mobile com-
puter equipment for the po-
lice department. The fund-

ing for the purchase is from 
a 90/10 grant through the 
Arkansas State Police and 
the Arkansas Department of 
Transportation.

Total cost is $44,434.53, 
with the city’s share being 
$4,434.53. Employees of the 
WRPD will also do the in-
stallation, which wasn’t cov-
ered by the grant.

Mayor Snapp did note 
that there will be addition-
al monthly fees of $360 a 
month for hot spots for the 
equipment to work in the pa-
trol cars.

Chief Jordan Cooksey said 
the new equipment will al-

low the department to be able 
to use E-Cite to better track 
offenses from other depart-
ments, as well as complete 
accident reports quicker.

“It will revolutionize what 
we do,” he said.

He said this system is ex-
pected to become mandatory, 
and they were fortunate there 
was another round of grant 
funds.

“This grant wasn’t sup-
posed to exist this year,” 
Cooksey said. “The State 
Police pushed for extra fund-
ing.”
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College looks a little different this fall for Kayla Harp, a sophomore from Bono, and other Williams Baptist University students 
who started classes on Monday. Facemasks, technology and social distancing are the buzzwords for fall semester thanks to the 
continued spread of COVID-19.

CLASSES BEGIN AT WBU

See GRANT, page A3

Lawrence County still under  
60 percent reporting on Census
By GRETCHEN HUNT
Editor

Lawrence County Judge 
John Thomison said while 
some parts of the county are 
ahead of the state in Census 
reporting, the county over-
all is behind.

In addition, with no part of 
the county having reached 
70 percent reporting as of 
Monday, Thomison said it 
is vital for those who have 
not responded to do so.

“Arkansas is at 58.1 per-
cent,” he said. “Lawrence 
County is at 57.”

Three communities have 
surpassed the 60 percent 
mark with Powhatan at 68.8 
percent, Walnut Ridge at 
66.6 percent and Hoxie at 
64.8 percent.

Nearly all the other com-
munities have reached at 
least 50 percent, other than 
Minturn at 36.7 percent 
and Black Rock at 47.9 
percent.

Census officials have be-
gun canvassing efforts to 
reach residents who have 
not completed the survey.

Thomison said it is ex-
tremely important for a ru-
ral county like Lawrence 
County to have all residents 
respond.

“For the next 10 years, 
the amount of money com-
ing into Lawrence County 
will be determined by this 

Hoxie Council 
approves reuse loans

The Hoxie City Council 
approved two reuse loans 
at its meeting on Aug. 11.

Michael Sanders applied 
for a loan for his heat 
and air business, Decker 
Heat and Air. Sanders told 
council members that he is 
ready to expand his busi-
ness and needs a physical 
location to accept deliver-
ies and store equipment.

He will be purchasing 
property on Cooper Street 
from Kenny Franks that 
includes three shop build-
ings, a house and two acres 
of ground. He said he also 
plans to hire four addition-
al employees.

Memphis Williams ap-
plied for a loan to open 
Memphis Ray BBQ in the 
former Hoxie City Hall 
building. His application 
stated he would rent the 
building through Decem-
ber of this year then pur-
chase it in January for 
$65,000 using a reuse loan.

The money paid in rent 
would be applied as part of 
his down payment.

“My goal is to come here 
and make a good go of do-
ing barbecue,” he said. “I 
want to make it a destina-
tion.”

The council voted unan-
imously in favor of both 
loans as recommended by 
the Reuse Committee.

Council members were 
reminded that if they have 
any input on occupation-
al license fees to submit 
it over the next couple 
weeks. City Attorney Nan-
cy Hall and City Clerk/
Treasurer Peggy Miles are 
working to streamline the 
fees.

In other business, the 
council:

 ■ discussed a contract 
with Don Nichols to move 
his containers out of the 
Hoxie City limits. Details 
are being finalized, and 
Council Member Darrell 
Pickney expressed his sup-
port of the effort. “I think 
it’s worth it to get rid of 
this long-term eye sore.”

 ■ approved the clean-
up resolution for the 2019 
budget.

 ■ discussed the city-
owned housing develop-
ment and what might be 
the best management pro-
gram for it in the future. 
Council Member Tim Tay-
lor requested that the cur-
rent manager attend the 
next council meeting so an 
informed decision could be 
made.

 ■ was informed that any 
changes to the employee 
handbook need to be sub-
mitted because is sched-
uled to be voted on at the 
September meeting.

School to begin next  
week in Lawrence County
By GRETCHEN HUNT
Editor

Lawrence County’s schools 
are making their final prepa-
rations for the new school 
year this week, with most 
schools set to start classes on 
Monday.

Hillcrest, Hoxie, Sloan- 
Hendrix and the Imboden 
Area Charter School will all 
have their first day on Mon-
day, while Walnut Ridge has 
set its first day for Wednes-
day, Aug. 26.

In general all students 
who are doing on-site learn-

ing will report to school 
the first day. At Hoxie and 
Sloan-Hendrix, kindergarten 
students will have a stag-
gered schedule the first week 
to allow the students to come 
in small groups.

Hoxie Elementary School librarian Heather Kepner works on a bulletin board in the school’s hallway 
on Tuesday morning in preparation for the beginning of school next week.

Lawrence County coronavirus 
case count surpasses 230
By GRETCHEN HUNT
Editor

As of Tuesday morning 
the total cumulative posi-
tive cases of COVID-19 in 
Lawrence County was 231, 
with 204 of those having re-
covered.

The active case county 
was down to 18, with nine 
deaths being reported again. 
Recently the death count 
was increased to 10, but 
then lowered again to nine.

Meridith Holsapple, direc-
tor of the local health unit, 
said the discrepancy was 
probably due to a reporting 

error.
Holsapple also noted that 

delays in getting results 
from commercial labs have 
resulted in some positive 
cases already being recov-
ered by the time they are of-
ficially listed by the Arkan-
sas Department of Health.

“By the time we get them 
counted, they are already 
over the active part,” she 
said.

This reinforces the impor-
tance of following guide-
lines to quarantine while 
waiting for test results, ac-
cording to County Judge 
John Thomison.

“Our active case count is 
down, but it’s still scary,” 
he said. “School is starting 
back. We are not sure what 
to expect.”

He said talking with neigh-
boring county officials, it is 
apparent that the virus is 
community spread now.

“You can’t pinpoint it 
to one gathering or one 
event,” he said. “I like the 
way Lawrence County has 
trended. I think the mea-
sures are working. Every-
one just needs to follow the 
rules and respect others, 
respect themselves and the 
virus.”

Bond set in Joslin case
By GRETCHEN HUNT
Editor

Bond was set at $500,000 
cash for Jaylane Joslin, 
29, of Alicia in a probable 
cause hearing in the death 
of his wife, Kelsey Joslin, 
24.

The hearing was held 
Aug. 12 in Lawrence Coun-
ty District Court for the of-
fenses of murder, abuse of a 
corpse and tampering with 
evidence.

Jaylane Joslin’s plea and 
arraignment hearing is set 
for Sept. 29 in Lawrence 
County Circuit Court.

It was reported in last 
week’s TD that Jaylane 
Joslin was being held at 
the Lawrence County Jail 
in connection with the in-
vestigation of the death 
of Kelsey Joslin, who had 
been reported missing by 
family members earlier in 
the week.

According to a press re-
lease from the Arkansas 
State Police, her body was 
located on the property at 8 
Lawrence Road 739, where 
she and her husband resid-
ed. The body was sent to 
the Arkansas State Crime 
Laboratory for an autopsy.

See CENSUS, page A3

See SCHOOL, page A3


