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Proposed Jonesboro Police Department 
Admin Annex Interim Facility



This arrangement creates issues with department communication, public accessibility to JPD services and public use of
the above community centers.

Over the last year multiple facilities have been reviewed as possible temporary locations and have been ruled out for
various reasons.  Purchase of this facility would allow the police department to again operate out of only 2 main
facilities and return our community centers to the public

The Jonesboro City Council has determined that a new police station will eventually be built downtown next to the
new 911 center that is currently under construction. Right now, funds do not exist to build a permanent police facility
that is estimated to cost more than $20 million dollars. 
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AND PURPOSE
BACKGROUNDBACKGROUNDBACKGROUND

Since the closure of the Justice Complex on Washington Avenue
(June 2025), multiple divisions of the Jonesboro Police
Department have been working in temporary accommodations.
These include the E. Boone Watson Community Center, Allen
Park Community Center, Parker Park Community Center and the
old City Hall building at 410 Washington Ave.

Since the closure of the Justice Complex on Washington Avenue
(June 2025), multiple divisions of the Jonesboro Police
Department have been working in temporary accommodations.
These include the E. Boone Watson Community Center, Allen
Park Community Center, Parker Park Community Center and the
old City Hall building at 410 Washington Ave.



Address – 1709 E. Highland Drive

Current Use – Shelter Insurance 

Square Footage – 14,418

Parking Spots – 51

Acres – 2.05

Utilities – Electric & Natural Gas

BASIC FACILITYBASIC FACILITYBASIC FACILITY
Information

More Information:

https://shorturl.at/kRCGX



Specific Units at 1709 E. Highland: 
Police administration
 Records
Criminal Investigations
Community Outreach 
DARE

PROPOSED USAGE 
DETAILS

Estimated total of JPD staff to
be housed in facility:  30-35

Evidence 
ICAC 
Patrol division 
Mental health and wellness coordinator

UNITS TO BE STATIONED AT CARAWAY ROAD LOCATION (CURRENT POLICE STATION):

Training division 
Warrants 
Court services 
Real Time Crime Center



purchase Funding -
amendment 78 Short-term loan (5 year Maximum length

TermTerm    DetailsDetailsTerm  Details
Loan Total Principle - $3,000,000 

       (Purchase and Renovations)

PURCHASE & RENOVATION 
INFORMATION

price -
$2,750,000$2,750,000

**Cost includes existing office furniture.****Cost includes existing office furniture.**

purchasepurchase RenovationRenovation
Anticipated City cost of
construction/customization -

$250,000$250,000

 Net Financing  Cost  vs.  Reserves Appropriation Net Financing  Cost  vs.  Reserves Appropriation

$145,043$145,043

Term Details – 5 years @ 4.830% 
Total Interest Cost Estimate - $382,820
Interest Earned at current 3% holdings - $237,777



1709 E. Highland Drive

$9,075 
AnnuallyAnnually

old City Hall Building on Washington

$7,092.67
AnnuallyAnnually

Justice Complex Building

$16,155.53
AnnuallyAnnually

Annual 
Insurance cost

(Quoted Estimate)(Quoted Estimate)

annual insurance cost on the old City Hall Building on
Washington is $7,092.67, annual insurance cost on the Justice
Complex Building is $16,155.53 ---- Both will be demolished if the
Shelter Building (1709 E. Highland) is purchased. 

***Note –

Net Savings Alone

$14,173
AnnuallyAnnually



As a result of Jonesboro’s limited revenue streams compared
to other cities, Jonesboro is forced to heavily rely on grants

for many programs and infrastructure improvements. This
ranges from road project partnerships with ArDOT, federal

grants, public safety grants, parks grants just to name a
few. Maintaining sufficient reserves to retain the ability to
provide a local match allows the city to multiply reserves

dollars for the best return of investment.
 

When you consider that ArDOT partnership grants are
typically 80/20 or 70/30 matching grants, the same $3 million
dollars could net the city more than $12 million dollars in

improvement money, or more than $6 million dollars if a
grant is a 50/50 (common in many public safety and parks

grants). 

When you compare those common opportunities to the
$145,043 real world financial cost of an amendment 78 loan,

along with the need to possibly address future urgent
needs, it makes financial sense to retain critical cash

reserves when possible. 

SHORT-TERM LOAN VS. APPROPRIATING RESERVES? 
WHY FINANCE THE PURCHASE WITH AWHY FINANCE THE PURCHASE WITH A  WHY FINANCE THE PURCHASE WITH A 



TIMELINE
SPECIAL CALLED Finance
MEETING IN CONJUNCTION
WITH THE PUBLIC SAFETY

COUNCIL COMMITTEE

August 6 , 2026th August 24 , 2026th

Renovations begin and
facility move-in starts

December 31 , 2026st

Former City Hall on
Washington Avenue

ready for demolition

August 11 , 2026th

Finance &
Administration Council

Committee reviews
the proposal

August 18 , 2026th

City Council considers
purchase resolution 
& financing ordinance

August 21 , 2026st

Closing on the 
Highland Drive Facility

November 15 , 2026th

Both facilities fully
relocated and

operational

PROJECTED

If Approved



faq’s

The city budget is an item in constant review. Much like any expenditure,
space must be made to afford the annual payment cost over the next 5
years. Given the modest sales tax return growth this year, it is likely
that projected earnings increases, along with continued focus of
efficiency reviews of existing line items will satisfy the financial
impact of this purchase.  
 
Not purchasing an improved facility will also have a budget impact due
to the maintenance needs that have been deferred on the old City Hall
building on Washington Avenue. Due to the facility’s age and poor
condition, significant expenditures for an immediately needed roof
replacement and HVAC improvements have not been deemed feasible in
the past.   

How will this affect the City budget
in coming years?



faq’s

Since the closure of the Justice Complex on Washington
Avenue, multiple divisions of the department have been
working in temporary accommodations. These include the E.
Boone Watson Center, Allen Park Community Center, Parker
Park Community Center and the old City Hall building on
Washington.

This arrangement creates issues with department
communication, public accessibility to JPD services and
public use of the above community centers.

Why is a temporary facility needed?



faq’s

While the long-term plan is to build downtown, right now the
city simply does not have enough funding for the project. A new
downtown police station will cost more than $20 million
dollars and is not affordable until new revenues are identified.

**Even if funding is identified, the current downtown police
building will need to be torn down to make room for new
construction, leaving dozens of officers without a location for
the more 2 years anticipated for a construction timeline.

Why doesn’t the city just build a new
police station downtown?



faq’s

In short, yes. Even if funding existed to build a permanent
police station today, a temporary location would still be
necessary because the current location of the Jonesboro
Police Department Traffic and Patrol Division (the old City
Hall building, 410 W. Washington) will have to be torn down
to build the new police station. 

The current police patrol building sits where the new
facility would need to be built to avoid stormwater
intrusion. 

If the citizens pass a proposed safety
tax in November, would this facility
still be needed?



faq’s

Both options have been considered during this process. Renting is not an
option for the 1709 E. Highland property. Purchasing the 1709 E. Highland
building would provide an equity investment for the city vs renting
property. With it being unknown how long this interim facility will be
needed, it is impossible to estimate rental cost, but assuming it is 5
years at the median GSA rental rate of $17.50 per square foot, then a 5-
year rental of a 15,000 square foot building would cost the city
approximately $1,312,500, $2,625,000 over 10 years. With a rental, no cost
can be recovered by selling a leased space when it is no longer needed. 

Purchasing a building would provide the city with a sellable asset once
its need has passed.

Why buy a building? Why not rent?



faq’s

Yes, an independent appraiser conducted a review
of the property via letter of transmittal to
create a market value conclusion that projects
the current value of the property between
$187-$204 per square foot ($2,700,000 - $3,000,000
for 14,418 square feet).

Has the property been reviewed by a
3  party appraiser?rd



faq’s

The long-term plan is to construct a new police
station downtown while maintaining the current
police station location on Caraway Road for the
patrol division and motor pool. 

To fulfill this plan funding will have to be
secured to both construct the new facility
downtown and moderate renovations of the
existing police station on Caraway Road. 

What is the long-term plan for
police department facilities?



faq’s

While it is difficult to predict the real estate
market 5 to 10 years in the future, trends indicate
that property investments in Jonesboro are
favorable over time. When you consider that the
alternative is renting space, it is fair to assume
that purchasing a property in a high traffic area
of Jonesboro is likely the more fiscally beneficial
action over the long term. 

Will the city make its money back
on this purchase when / if the
building is sold?
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