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By ROBERT HOUK
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Washington County is among 
Tennessee counties eligible to 
receive a portion of  federal disaster 
aid approved by President Joe 
Biden for costs associated with a 
severe winter storm that descended 
on the area in late December.

Officials say the county is eli-
gible to receive as much as $600,000 
from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency.

Washington County Mayor Joe 
Grandy said Thursday funds from 
FEMA will be available to the town 
of Jonesborough’s water system 
and other public utilities in the 
county that suffered service out-

ages as result of  the subfreezing 
temperatures recorded between 
Dec. 22-26.

Grandy declared a state of  emer-
gency as a result of  the public 
water outage, which took nearly a 
week to restore to all customers.

FEMA officials say funding is 
now available to the state and eli-
gible local governments and cer-

tain private nonprofit organiza-
tions on a cost-sharing basis for 
emergency work and the repair or 
replacement of  facilities damaged 
by the severe winter storm in 
Cocke, Coffee, Davidson, Greene, 
Henderson, Knox, Maury, Perry, 
Putnam, Shelby and Washington 
counties.

Thousands of  Jonesborough 

residents were left without water 

following a partial shutdown of the 

system on Dec. 25 that led to a 

depressurization of  the system and 

caused leaks across the 500 miles 

of  water lines.

Jonesborough water customers 

in the area of  Tenn. Highway 107, 

County to receive share of funds for storm
WASHINGTON COUNTY

ELIZABETHTON

By JOHN THOMPSON
jthompson@johnsoncitypress.com

ELIZABETHTON — The 
Carter County Car Club’s weekly 
cruise-ins will be back on East 
Elk Avenue in downtown 
Elizabethton, starting on May 6 
and going through the end of  
October. There will not be a 
cruise-in on Sept. 23, when the 
annual Covered Bridge Days are 
held. The annual Car Show will 
remain under the same format 
and times.

A sharply divided Elizabethton 
City Council reached the deci-
sion to keep the event pretty 
much the way it has been for 
over a decade, but it was not easy. 
The council took four votes 
before finally getting a majority. 
All four votes were by 4-3 splits. 
On the deciding vote the majority 
was Mayor Curt Alexander, 
Mayor Pro Tem Bill Carter, 
Councilman Kim Birchfield and 
Councilman Mike Simerly. The 
opposing votes were cast by 
Councilman Richard Barker, 
Councilman Wes Frazer and 
Councilman Jeff  Treadway.

The first vote that failed would 
have moved the cruise-ins one 
block north to 400, 500, and 600 
block of  East E Street. That vote 
failed by a 3-4 vote, with Barker, 
Frazier and Treadway voting in 
favor. The second vote would 
have limited the cruise-ins to one 
per month. That motion also 
failed by a 3-4 vote, with Baker, 
Frazier and Treadway voting in 
favor. The third motion was to 
hold the cruise-ins at E Street 
one Saturday and Elk Avenue on 
the next Saturday throughout the 
season. That also failed by a 3-4 
vote, with Barker, Carter and 
Frazier voting in favor.

The divided council reflected 
the division among downtown 
merchants, some strongly sup-
port the weekly cruise-ins, but a 
survey conducted by the masters 
of  business administration pro-
gram at East Tennessee State 
University reported that 70% of  
the merchants wanted change in 
weekly cruise-ins. The emotions 
have sometimes become heated, 
with some merchants who are 
perceived as not supporting the 
cruise-ins complaining of  being 
bullied and harassed. The emo-
tion was reflected at Thursday 
night’s council meeting, where 

Council 
approves 
downtown 
cruise-ins 
from May 
to October

From staff reports

An investigation by the 
Tennessee Bureau of  
Investigation Drug Related 
Death Task Force, the Sullivan 
County Sheriff’s Office, and the 
Johnson City Police Department 
has resulted in the indictment of  
a Johnson City man in connec-
tion to several drug overdoses, 
including one that resulted in a 
death.

On Sept.18, TBI 
agents joined 
detectives with 
the Sullivan 
County Sheriff’s 
Office to investi-
gate the sus-
pected overdose 
death of  Isaiah 
Coleman after he 

was found deceased outside a 
home in the 2800 block of  Tupelo 
Private Drive in Piney Flats. A 

second person was found unre-
sponsive at the same location 
and transported to a local hos-
pital for treatment.

Coleman’s cause of  death was 
determined to be an overdose 
caused by fentanyl and cocaine 
toxicity. During the course of  
the investigation, law enforce-
ment authorities said they 
determined that Tyrique 
Shahmir Brown was the indi-
vidual responsible for distrib-

uting the drugs to Coleman and 
the other individual found at the 
residence, the TBI said.

Further investigation by TBI 
agents and the Johnson City 
Police Department revealed that 
Brown was also responsible for 
distributing the drugs that 
resulted in additional non-fatal 
overdoses in Johnson City the pre-
vious night, according to the TBI.

Man indicted in joint drug overdose investigation 

Brown

KANGAROO RATS

CONTRIBUTED TO THE PRESS

T
ake a stroll through a 
desert in western 
North America, and 
you might spot a tiny 

hopping rodent with enormous 
ears. Kangaroo rats and kan-
garoo mice are well-adapted for 
life in dry habitats, but their dis-
tant ancestors were not.

Now, thanks to a new fossil dis-

covered in Oregon, researchers 

have a clearer picture of  how and 

why these charismatic critters 

evolved their unique lifestyle.

This fossil was identified as a 

new species in a study published 

in the journal PeerJ. Dr. Joshua 

Samuels, associate professor in 

the East Tennessee State 

University Department of  

ETSU scientist IDs 
oldest and largest 
kangaroo rat fossil

CONTRIBUTED

Dr. Joshua Samuels, associate professor in the East Tennessee State University Department of Geosciences and curator at the Gray Fossil Site and Museum, led a 
study to identify a new species of kangaroo rat. Below, kangaroo rats live in dry climates.
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