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Citadel boots 
Buccaneers 
on final play. C1

Royal duties
Charles is proclaimed king; sons 
unite to thank the public.  A3

BRITAIN ETSU FOOTBALL 

By KAYLA HACKNEY
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

In 1822, prayer meetings being held in a 
Jonesborough woman’s home led to the 
formation of  the Jonesborough United 
Methodist Church.

Next Sunday, the church will celebrate 
its 200th anniversary with a special wor-
ship service.

According to the Rev. Michael Lester, 
the church began after a series of  prayer 

Church to 
celebrate 
200 years

CONTRIBUTED

Jonesborough United Methodist Church will celebrate 
its 200th anniversary with a special service on Sept. 18.

JONESBOROUGH UMC

CONTRIBUTED

Science Hill senior Rachel 
Leerssen was relieved to 
hear the news of  her perfect 
ACT score as she works 
hard toward her big goals 
for the future.

While less than a half-a-
percent of  ACT test-takers 
make a perfect score, Leerssen was confi-
dent in her ability.

“I thought I could do it,” Leerssen said 
through a widening smile. “It was more of  
a relief  than anything else. I already had 
mostly 36s, so I just needed to get my math 
up by a few points.”

Science Hill 
student relieved 
after learning of 
perfect ACT score

Leerssen

STORYTELLING LIVE!

CONTRIBUTED

In the early months of  the pan-
demic, when all the schools and 
libraries and museums and theaters 
shut down, storytellers and other 
performing artists found them-
selves at a loss for what to do.

During that scary and uncertain 

time, when many of  us were 
learning how to make sourdough 
bread or socializing on Zoom, story-
teller Tom Lee decided to hunker 
down and reread the complete 
works of  William Shakespeare.

“That was my COVID project,” he 
said. “I had the time and the mental 
space to really dive in. It was a 

really wonderful opportunity for me 
to get back to basics.”

Lee was delighted to reconnect 
with the sense of  excitement he felt 
decades earlier, at the beginning of  
his career, when every story was 
new to him. At the time, he was 

Storyteller Tom Lee to draw from Shakespeare for series

Lee
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A bell was tolled Saturday for the victims of the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks in New York, Pennsylvania and 
Washington, D.C., during a 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony 
hosted by Kings Mountain Post 24 of the American Legion.
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Steve Crosswait plays the bagpipes at Saturday’s 9/11 
Remembrance Ceremony in Johnson City.
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Above: An honor guard 
displays the colors during a 
9/11 Remembrance Ceremony 
on Saturday. Left: Scott 
Scharper, left, the commander 
of the Kings Mountain Post 24 
of the American Legion, joined 
retired Major Gen. Tommy Baker, 
Tennessee’s commissioner of 
veterans services, on Saturday 
in placing a wreath to honor first 
responders and victims of 9/11.
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Laura, left, and Sam McKinney were among the first shoppers 
Saturday morning to brave the weather in search of bargains at the 
32nd annual Tree Streets Yard Sale in Johnson City.

Participants went 
under umbrellas and 
donned rain gear to 

walk in Saturday’s 
unity parade, which 

kicked off the 
daylong Umoja 

Festival in downtown 
Johnson City.
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Saturday’s unity 
parade is 
nearing its 
soggy end to 
usher in the 
start of the 
Umoja Festival 
at King 
Commons in 
Johnson City.
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Despite intermittent rain showers, Saturday was a very busy 
morning in Johnson City.

Retired Major Gen. Tommy Baker, who serves as Tennessee’s 
commissioner of veterans services, was the guest speaker at 
the Kings Mountain Post 24 of the American Legion’s annual 
9/11 Remembrance Ceremony.

The event, which honored victims of the terrorists attacks 
of Sept. 11, 2001, and recognized local first responders, was 
held inside the American Legion Home, 409 East Market St., 
because of the rain.

Rain or shine, the 32nd annual Tree Streets Yard Sale still 
attracted a large crowd of bargain hunters to the the historic 
neighborhood in south Johnson City. More than 150 
households signed up as vendors for the daylong event, which 
actually began late Friday afternoon.

This year’s Umoja Festival also had a soggy start at 11 a.m. 
Saturday with a community parade that began at the Carver 
Recreation Center and ended at the King Commons park.

The festival’s opening ceremony included the traditional 
Calling of the Drums that was dedicated to the memory of the 
Rev. Vincent Dial, who died earlier this year.

SNAPSHOTS FROM SATURDAY
9/11 REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY

TREE STREETS YARD SALE

UMOJA FESTIVAL

See CHURCH, Page A2

See STORYTELLER, Page A2 See ACT, Page A2
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