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Mayor Joe Wise notes that 
Johnson City’s population has a 
distinguishable gap in the age 
range around 22-39.

That stays low until the popu-
lation gets closer to retirement.

“We’re not opposed to any of  

the areas where we’re strong,” 
he said. “We would just like to 
keep people working and contrib-
uting and productive here where 
we can. This isn’t an imagined 
thing. This is ... a demonstrable 
thing.”

The city has budgeted $100,000 
in the current fiscal year to sup-
port the Johnson City Chamber 
of  Commerce’s new young pro-
fessionals program, an initiative 
designed to retain and recruit 
people in the 22-39 age range.

On Nov. 4, the commission 
approved a memorandum of  
understanding with the 
Chamber, which lays out certain 
expectations connected to the 
city’s investment.

The agreement states that the 
Chamber must budget $200,000 
for staffing and support. The 
organization will also provide 
bi-annual reports to city commis-
sioners, one in January and the 
other in June.

As long as the city provides 

funding to the organization, the 
commission will also have one 
appointed representative serve 
on the Chamber’s board. They’re 
scheduled to consider that 
appointment during their reg-
ular meeting on Nov. 18.

The agreement will expire on 
June 30, but it can be extended.

WHAT IS THE CHAMBER PLANNING?
The Chamber will host a 

Chamber challenged to help fill gap

CantlerWise

Mayor said Johnson City 
needs to keep people 
in 22-39 age range
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As the holiday season approaches, numerous 
organizations are preparing to assist families in 
need, and in keeping with that tradition, the 
Johnson City Police Department will sponsor its 
annual Shop With A Cop program.

“The 
target this 
year is 65 
kids,” 
Master 
Police 
Officer 
Brittney 
Eberhardt, 
one of  the 
lead orga-
nizers, said, 
but added 
that SWAC 
wants to be prepared for additional children if  
necessary.

“If  the families we accept have more kids we 
have a little wiggle room,” Eberhardt said.

The program changed a little this year, she 
said, to include a gift registry set up on the Wal-
Mart website.

SWAC will also shake things up a little and 
start its evening of  shopping at the Candyland 
display in Founders Park in downtown Johnson 
City.

“Downtown had been such a huge focus and 
the Christmas trees in Founders Park (so) the 
kids will walk through with officers and take a 
picture with Santa,” before the shopping trip, 
Eberhardt said.

Another change will be transportation for the 
kids to the Browns Mill Road Walmart. Usually 
the kids are treated to limousine rides, but 
Eberhardt said the trip with likely be on a city 
transit bus.

“We’ll be able to decorate the bus for the 
event,” as well as save the cost of  transportation 
rental, she said.

Shop With A Cop 
preparing to help kids

Master Police Officer Brittney 
Eberhardt and Sgt. David Lowe are 
shown at a Shop with a Cop event.

Donations still being accepted for 
Police Department’s special night

From staff reports

Third-grade students at St. Mary’s 
School are helping conserve the area’s 
rainbow trout species through the 
Trout in the Classroom program, a 
unique learning experience that also 
teaches the students math, chemistry, 
life cycles and responsibility.

St. Mary’s teacher Taylor Burkette 
explains what Trout in the Classroom 
is all about.

WHAT IS TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM?
“The Trout in the Classroom pro-

gram is facilitated by the Erwin Fish 
Hatchery and it is a hands-on learning 
conservation program,” Burkette said.

“Students raise rainbow trout from 
eggs to fry (the stage in their life cycle 
before they become adults). We get to 
see them go from eggs, to hatching into 
alevin, to beginning to swim as fry!

“One hundred eggs are delivered to 
the classroom to hatch and after 
hatching and taking some time to grow, 
all but 40 fish are removed. The final 40 
will spend the year growing in our 
classroom.”

WHAT DOES TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM 
TEACH STUDENTS?

“The Trout in the Classroom pro-
gram teaches students math (calcu-
lating the hatch date — we got ours 
exactly correct!), life cycles, chemistry, 
and most importantly, responsibility,” 
Burkette said. “Students play a huge 
part in the care of  the fish. They are 
responsible for checking the tank and 

reporting any issues with the fish, 
watching for changes in the fish, 
assisting in testing the water chemistry 
to keep the fish healthy, and assisting 
in doing water changes when the water 
chemistry tells us it is needed.”

Trout in the Classroom

CONTRIBUTED

Taylor Burkette and her students at St. Mary’s School are participating in the Trout in the 
Classroom program. The third-graders are helping conserve the area’s rainbow trout population.
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St. Mary’s School students are helping get rainbow trout, like the one 
shown above, started out right in life while learning in the process.

St. Mary’s students helping conserve popular species

Holy Taco Cantina has spawned another 
iteration of  itself  locally, in what was the 
formerly vacant “Our House” restaurant 
property in Boones Creek. Keeping the 
easily recognizable name, this version of  
Holy Taco Cantina is in one of  the best 
spots on North Roan Street (also known as 
Tenn. Highway 36) to attract customers 
from all over the Tri-Cities.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
The newest Holy Taco Cantina can be 

found tucked off  the side of  North Roan 
Street in Boones Creek. Its location can be 
an issue for northbound travelers coming 
from Johnson City, who must make a tight 
turn left across two lanes of  traffic. Holy 
Taco’s parking lot has two levels, the 

upper level, facing the front of  the 
building, is asphalted. Additional parking 
is available around the left side of  the 
restaurant and down a fairly steep grade 
to a lower, graveled lot.

Walking through Holy Taco’s front door 
finds you inside the building on the aged 
and yellowed pine main floor. There is a 
centrally-positioned staircase leading up 
to the second floor dining area, and down 
to a newly renovated and well-appointed 
bar. This bar can also be directly accessed 
from the lower parking lot.

Décor is best described as “Eighties 
Luchadore,” with several of  the signature 
luchadore-style wrestling masks on 

Holy Taco’s Boones Creek site 
is not your typical taco joint

CONTRIBUTED/MYSTERY DINER

Though the beef tamale’s maseca (corn flour) was deep-fried a little too long, the flavor held within still 
retained its bouquet and taste. The chicken tamale was excellent in all respects, as was the side of 
refried beans, drizzled with some hot queso cheese.

MySTERy DINER

See CHAMBER, Page A2

See DINER, Page A2

See SHOP, Page A2See TROUT, Page A2
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