
Nobody delivers like we do.
Marsha McNalley
Enjoys vacations in Charleston. Flower Gardener. Advertising Sales Support.

Because of our people, we deliver more than the news to Washington County.
It’s just another way that we’re committed to our community.

www.johnsoncitypress.com

500K+ add

insurance

coverage. A6

Empty seats
More schools are reopening, but
many students staying at home.  A3

DEALING WITH COVID-19AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

INSIDE

Comics  B8
Fun & Games  A8
JC history  A5
Sportswaves  B2
TV listings  A7

Follow the Johnson City Press for breaking 
news, sports and information at johnsonci-
typress.com, on Facebook at facebook.
com/JohnsonCityPress and on Twitter at @
jcpress.

JOHNSON CITY
Bonita Annette Fair
William Spencer Pickel
CHUCKEY
Jeffery Ross Peters

ELIZABETHTON
Louis Vaughn “Von” Taylor
ERWIN
Teddy Lee Barnett

DEATHS A6

To suggest a story, call 722-1330

To buy a classified ad, call 722-0509

For display advertising, call 929-3111

To subscribe, call 722-0510

CONTACT US 

High

76 
Low

50

WEATHER A3

Chance
of showers

ONLINE 

Johnson City Press
TRI-CITIES, TENNESSEE   |   johnsoncitypress.com     THURSDAY, ApRIL 8, 2021   |   $1.00

Judge rules against ‘Goliath’
‘All those harmed by this epidemic will now see Goliath face justice.’

BARRY STAUBUS, district attorney general

ETSU set 
to relax 
COVID-19 
guidelines
Moving into summer, ‘stage 
four’ will ease restrictions 
on ETSU students and staff

By J.H. Osborne
KINGSPORT TIMES NEWS
josborne@timesnews.net

The eight-county Northeast 
Tennessee region reported 138 
new COVID-19 cases and Ballad 
Health reported a seven-day, sys-
tem-wide test positivity just 
under 14% on Wednesday.

Ballad’s coverage area includes 
21 counties in Northeast 
Tennessee and Southwest 
Virginia.

One new death was reported in 

CHARLIE WARDEN/ETSU 

Student Courtney Holt leads a tour of 
the East Tennessee State University 
campus during 2020.

COVID-19 AND ETSU

From staff reports

    
With COVID-19 vaccinations 

becoming more readily available 
in the region, East Tennessee 
State University will move to 
more relaxed operating guide-
lines this summer.

In a message to the ETSU com-
munity on Wednesday, President 
Brian Noland said the university 
will begin the transition to the 
next phase of  its operating proce-
dures starting on May 15.

The next stage, called 

By J.H. Osborne
KINGSPORT TIMES NEWS
josborne@timesnews.net

BLOUNTVILLE — In a 
sweeping ruling in favor of  a 
multi-county lawsuit against 
pharmaceutical companies that 
produce opioids, a judge granted 

a summary judgment against 
those companies, but delayed 
any decision on monetary dam-
ages.

In the ruling, filed in Sullivan 
County Circuit Court on 
Tuesday afternoon, Chancellor 
E.G. Moody granted a default 
judgment against Endo Health 

Solutions Inc. and Endo 
Pharmaceuticals Inc. in the case 
of  Staubus vs. Purdue, widely 
recognized as the “Sullivan 
Baby Doe” suit.

Moody’s ruling did not assess 
damages in the case, but said 
that will be determined at a later 
date with a damages trial. The 
judgment details a dozen false 
statements Endo’s attorneys 
made to the court, describes a 
“coordinated strategy between 
Endo and its counsel to … inter-

fere with the 
administration of  
justice,” and 
holds the compa-
nies liable for 
damages sought, 
an amount that 
totals $2.4 billion.

Moody imposed 
sanctions for 

defendant Endo Health 
Solutions Inc. and Endo 
Pharmaceuticals Inc. and 

Chancellor issues default judgment 

for counties, ‘Baby Doe’ in opioid suit

Staubus

See GOLIATH, Page A2

FRIDAYS AFTER FIVE: NEW NAME, NEW HOME ... BUT STILL MUSIC

A pre-COVID file 
photo captures 

more than a 
hundred people 

gathered at 
Founders park on 
Friday to see the 
Founders After 5 

free music series. 
After a year of 
pandemic, the 

Friday music 
series is returning 

with a new name 
and a new home. 

Fridays After 5 
will bring live 
music to King 

Commons park, 
with more space 

for social 
distancing. 
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... and speaking 
of dancing, two 
youngsters are 
moved by the 
music at a 
previous Founders 
After 5.

Live music will soon 
return to downtown 
Johnson City.

Formerly known as 
Founders After 5, a 

rebranded version of  the 
music event called Fridays 
After 5 will begin this June 
and run through 
September, occurring from 
6-8 p.m. most Fridays.

The event is moving from 
its traditional home in 
Founders Park to King 
Commons Park. Connect 
Downtown Johnson City, 
part of  the Johnson City 
Development Authority, is 

Fridays After 5 brings 
back outdoor music

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

See FRIDAYS, Page A2

Positivity still 
near 14% as 
region reports 
138 new cases

COVID-19 IN THE REGION

See ETSU, Page A2

See CASES, Page A2


