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Police: 
Shooting 
followed 
contractor
dispute

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

The man accused of  shooting 
his contractor Tuesday after-
noon in a home improvement 
store parking lot had his hands 

raised, told police 
he was involved 
and told them 
where the gun 
was located, 
according to a 
court document 
filed by Johnson 
City police.

That man, 
Timothy Delaney, 24, 100 Church 
St., Elizabethton, was arrested 
on the spot after police arrived at 
the scene. Delaney told officers 
the gun was in his front right 
pocket, and they found a .40-cal-

Elizabethton man charged 
with aggravated assault in 
Lowe’s parking lot incident 

Delaney

By Matthew Lane
KINGSPORT TIMES NEWS
mlane@timesnews.net

BAILEYTON — Danny Karst 
and Brandon Stamper were 
driving up Interstate 81 on 
Tuesday afternoon like any 
other motorists, on any day of  
the week.

The men and former Johnson 
City and Kingsport City 
Manager John Campbell were 
returning to the Tri-Cities after 
meeting with the Sevierville 
city manager.

But within minutes, they 
would go from driver and pas-
senger to rescuers, pulling a 
trapped driver from a wrecked 
tow truck seconds before its cab 
became engulfed in flames.

The wild scene was some-
thing the two men say they still 
can’t believe happened.

The wreck happened shortly 
before 3 p.m. Tuesday in the 
northbound lane of  I-81 near 
mile marker 35.

A tow truck driven by De 
Honeycutt of  Chuckey was 
assisting a tractor-trailer 
driven by Daryll Packer of  
Fayetteville, North Carolina, 
who had pulled onto the 
shoulder of  the interstate after 
having blown two tires, 
according to the Tennessee 
Highway Patrol.

Honeycutt pulled from the 
shoulder in front of  a 2004 
Volvo driven by Ronald Forsyth 

Tri-Cities men help 
rescue driver from 
burning tow truck

Brandon Stamper Danny Karst See RESCUE, Page A2
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Science Hill’s    
No. 1 player, Allie 
Knox, gets ready 
to hit a backhand 
in her match 
Wednesday at the 
Adams Tennis 
Center. The Lady 
’Toppers defeated 
Franklin 4-1 to win 
the state title.

JEFF BIRCHFIELD/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Science Hill girls capture tennis crown
AAA baseball: Cole 
Torbett struck out 11, 
Science Hill kept its 
post-season victory 
streak intact and took 
its 12th-straight with a 
1-0 winners’ bracket 
win over Siegel. B1

A baseball: University 
High captured
its first state 
finals baseball win 
since 1992 by edging 
Lake County 5-4       
with the help of a 
bases-loaded walk. B1

AAA softball: It took 
nine innings, but Siegel 
hit a bases-loaded 
double in the bottom of 
the ninth to end Daniel 
Boone’s softball season 
with a 3-2 elimination 
game win. B1

TSSAA SPRING FLING

Hilltoppers 
power past 

Franklin 4-1 
for second 

title. B1

See DISPUTE, Page A2

Officials hope 
new ’Topper 
turf in place 
by early July

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

About eleven years after it was 
installed, the turf  at Science Hill 
High School’s football stadium is 
getting worn out.

“It’s had an astronomical 
amount of  use,” said Science Hill 
Athletic Director Keith Turner. 
“It’s starting to show a lot of  
wear and tear and becoming a 
safety issue.”

The Johnson City Commission 
voted last Thursday to spend 
$428,000 to replace the synthetic 
turf  at Kermit Tipton Stadium. 

After eleven years of 
‘astronomical’ use, city 
sets $428K replacement

KERMIT TIPTON STADIUM

See TURF, Page A2

CONTRIBUTED/JOHN CAMPBELL

Danny Karst and Brandon Stamper are near the engulfed truck as first responders carry the driver to a nearby gurney.
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