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Safety and traffic are top con-
cerns among residents who live 
near a proposed 120-unit apart-
ment complex off  Browns Mill 
Road in Johnson City.

On July 13, the Johnson City 
Regional Planning Commission 
unanimously approved a request 
to rezone a roughly 10-acre 
parcel at 2803 Browns Mill Road 
from R-3 to R-4, which would 
allow the project as proposed to 
move forward. The development 
would be called “The Pinnacle at 

Browns Mill” and consist of  five 
apartment buildings and one 
clubhouse.

Rezoning the property allows 
the developer to increase the 
maximum unit density of  the 
land. The proposal will now go to 
the City Commission for three 
readings.

CONCERNS FROM NEIGHBORS
Kim Brown, a hospice nurse, 

lives next door to the site. High 
traffic, speed and accidents are 

already issues on Browns Mill 
Road, Brown said, which would 
only be exacerbated by adding 
residents to the road.

Congestion, she said, primarily 
occurs at Browns Mill’s intersec-
tions at Peoples Street and 
Oakland Avenue. The city is 
looking at installing a round-
about or a signal at the intersec-
tion of  Browns Mill Road and 
Peoples Street.

Most of  Brown’s patients live 
within five miles of  her home.

“I do have a concern about 
being able to meet the needs of  
my patients in a timely manner 
if  I have to deal with a traffic sit-
uation,” she said.

There are also safety consider-
ations. The speed limit is 25 mph 
on Browns Mill Road, but Brown 
estimates the average motorist 
typically goes 40-45 mph.

Brown’s husband, Tipton, is 
part of  the original Brown family 

Residents oppose 120-unit complex
Safety, congestion factors cited by those 
who don’t want Browns Mill Road development

By John Thompson
ELIZABETHTON BUREAU CHIEF
jthompson@johnsoncitypress.com

ELIZABETHTON — Blake Hall is still com-
pleting her education, but there is no doubt that 
she is prepared for success in her chosen career. 
After all, she was proclaimed national champion 
in the barbering competition of  SkillsUSA.

Hall is in 
the final 
term of  her 
course at the 
Tennessee 
College of  
Applied 
Technology-
Eliza-
bethton, 
where she is 
studying 
barbering 
under 
instructor 
Toni 
Campbell. 
She will 
complete the 
course in 
October.

Hall is the 
daughter of  
Holly 
Peterson and 
Donnie Hall 
and is a 2020 
graduate of  
Unicoi 
County High 
School, 
where she 
studied cos-
metology under Julie Garland. While she was in 
high school, she had her first success with 
SkillsUSA, winning the state secondary schools 
championship in barbering as a senior. She fin-
ished sixth in the national high school competi-
tion.

“I first became interested in barbering when I 
would go with my father when he got a haircut,” 
Hall said. That experience caused her to choose 
barbering for her career. In addition to enrolling 
at TCAT-Elizabethton, Hall also got a job at C.S. 
McCullough’s, a high-end barbershop in down-
town Johnson City. She also cuts her own hair.

Although Hall has a previous successful expe-
rience in SkillsUSA competition, this year was 
different. Because of  the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the competition was virtual. This was the 57th 
championship SkillsUSA had led, but this was 

TCAT-Elizabethton 
student proves she’s 
a cut above the rest
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Blake Hall, right, holds her state 
champion banner for barbering. Her 
instructor at TCAT-Elizabethton, Toni 
Campbell, stands beside her. Because 
this year’s competition was virtual, Hall 
has not yet received her national 
championship medal to display in the 
photograph.

Unicoi County High School graduate 
claims national championship 
in Skills USA barbering competition

If  there was ever a restaurant in 
Johnson City that deserved to be a 
member of  my family’s “Chosen Few,” 
that restaurant is Wok & Hibachi.

Being honored with this unique 
status when my dining partner and I 
were courting and then later when we 
married; “Th’Wok” is one restaurant 

that both of  us 
have “talk-
ed-up” to 
friends, 
acquaintances, 
clients and 
others over the 
years. With the 
effects of  the 
recent pan-
demic dwin-
dling, my 
dining partner 
and I were 
anxious to get 
out and survey 
what the 
“Interesting 
Times” had 

wrought upon this member of  our 
“Chosen Few.”

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
The first impression of  Wok & 

Hibachi’s redesigned interior is that of  
“openness” and “airiness.” The cashier 
and carry-out counter, once located by 
the front door, is no more. The former 
sushi line counter space is now han-
dling those duties. The teppan station 
is still there, but with a much smaller 
“footprint,” the extra space thus found 
has been given over to customer 
seating.

At present, Wok & Hibachi’s buffet 
service line location has also been 
re-purposed with tables and chairs. 

Word is that, as the “Interesting 
Times” continue to dwindle, the buffet 
line will return, hopefully undimin-
ished and as tasty as ever. Wok & 
Hibachi’s private dining area has also 
been remodeled and is still found down 
a short hallway off  the main dining 
area.

Another hallway shows the way to 
the nearby restrooms.

APPETIZERS: EGG ROLLS AND HOT AND 
SOUR SOUP

With servers Emilee and Kendall in 

attendance, my dining partner and I 
settled down to ordering our supper. 
My dining partner has always started 
her meal at Wok & Hibachi with a pair 
of  their excellent vegetable egg rolls 
along with a small bowl of  sweet chili 
sauce, and our current visit was no 
exception. Happily, she found her egg 
rolls were still on the menu, and placed 
her order.

I’d already decided that my appetizer 
would be a cup of  Wok & Hibachi’s 

Wok & Hibachi has new look, new menu, same superb service

The satay’s flavorful sauce starts with chicken broth and then heads off into a Thai spice 
universe that I am still trying to determine.

From left, here are three of Wok & Hibachi’s delicous dishes: a pair of vegetable egg rolls, hot and sour soup and vegetable shrip with fried rice.

If You Go
Wok & Hibachi

101 E. Unaka Ave.

Johnson City

928-9696

Mon-Sat Lunch 

11 a.m. -3 p.m.

Daily Dinner 3- 10 p.m.

Dine-in, carry-out and 

delivery

Available on social 

media and online at

www.wokhibachi.com

Credit cards accepted
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