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The Johnson City Fire 

Department held a 

“push-in ceremony” to place a 

new fire engine into service at 

Fire Station 8 in Gray Thursday 

morning. The ceremony honors 

a tradition dating back to the 

days of the horse-drawn 

carriage, when firefighters had 

to wash their fire trucks before 

physically pushing them into 

the station. City commissioners 

and Interim Fire Chief David Bell 

helped celebrate the occasion.

Vaccine door 
opens wider

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

The Tennessee Department of  
Health will allow all counties to 
progress through vaccine phases 
“as vaccine supply allows,” the 
department said Friday in a 
news release.

“As Tennessee continues 
working to protect those most at 

risk of  serious 
illness and 
death from 
COVID-19 and 
provide vacci-
nations as 
quickly as pos-
sible, counties 
may progress 
through each of  
the phases as 

vaccine supply allows,” the state-
ment said.

Before Friday, the 89 counties 
without one of  the state’s six 
independent health departments 
could only move through phases 
as dictated by the state health 
department. Most counties 
remained in phase 1c and were 
vaccinating those 65 and older. 
Twenty Tennessee counties were 
vaccinating those in phases 2a 

Counties can go 

through vaccine 

phases as 

‘supply allows’
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A worker at the Freedom Hall 
vaccination site takes down Robyn 
Middleton's information as the Fall 
Branch Elementary School teacher 
moves through the line to get her 
COVID-19 vaccine in February.See VACCINE, Page A2

THERE’S 
MORE
• The Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention is 
changing its school 
guidance, saying 
masked students 
can sit 3 feet apart 
in classrooms. A7

How do 
you spend 
$13M? It 
isn’t clear  

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Although details are still hazy, 
Johnson City currently expects 
to receive $13 million from the 
American Rescue Plan, the $1.9 
trillion spending package signed 
into law by President Biden on 
March 11.

The law earmarks billions of  
dollars for state and local govern-
ments, and Johnson City leaders 
anticipate the city’s allotment 
will come in two parts.

City Manager Pete Peterson 
told commissioners Thursday 
that half  of  that allocation will 
come within 60 days of  the pas-
sage of  the bill, and the second 
half  won’t be available until one 
year after the city receives the 
first half.

COVID-19 STIMULUS

JC, schools each expect $13M 
or more from feds, but what 
it can be used for is up in air

See SPEND, Page A2

WASHINGTON 
COLLEGE ACADEMY

Academy’s 
artistic turn 
goes beyond 
the brush 

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

Washington College Academy 
is one of  the region’s newest — 
and oldest — up-and-coming art 
hubs.

Founded in 1780 by the Rev. 
Samuel Doak as Martin 
Academy, the school’s name was 
changed in 1795 to Washington 
College after George Washington 
himself  gave his blessing for his 
name to be used.

“He really believed in educa-
tion and was very glad to lend his 
name to this institution,” said 
Heather Jones, the co-education 
chair at WCA.

Since 1795, the school has 
changed focus several times. 

Its newest purpose? Serving 
the region as an art school

See ARTISTIC, Page A2

A BIT OF FIREHOUSE HISTORY IN GRAY

A push
from the

past
CONTRIBUTED

At top, the view from above as commissioners and 
firefighters push the new engine into JCFD Fire 
Station 8 in Gray on Thursday morning. Above, City 
Commissioners John Hunter and Jenny Brock take 
to the front seats of the new truck. At left, Interim 
Chief David Bell kicks off the truck push-in 
ceremony.
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