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Cities look

at tapping

waste. D2

Well-grounded   
Saylors tops Holmes’ single-game rushing 
record; Holmes sets two all-time marks.  C1

BUCCANEERS 56, CATAMOUNTS 35 RECYCLING WATER

Local photographer Wayne Mast caught some of our 

region's spectacular autumn scenery during recent hikes.

Paused: 
City seeks 
agreement
revisions
By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Work is halted on the historic 
Ashe Street Courthouse as 
Johnson City and Washington 
County negotiate an acceptable 
memorandum of  understanding, 
which could include the city 
reimbursing the county for 
recent roof  replacements and 
taking over maintenance and 
operations of  the building.

Johnson City recently received 
$5 million from the state to 
restore and preserve the former 
Ashe Street Courthouse, a centu-
ry-old building that is currently 
owned by the county.

City commissioners approved 
an agreement with the county in 
September that outlined respec-
tive roles on the project as the 
city forged ahead on renovations. 
The city has started design work 
and repairs to the building, but 
leaders have since encountered a 
roadblock.

City Manager Pete Peterson 
told city commissioners last 
week that the county’s version of  
the agreement does not include a 
section describing the pre-deter-
mined uses for the building, 
which were presented to Gov. 
Bill Lee when the city requested 
funding for the project.

City commissioners have 

Sessions judge won’t Sessions judge won’t 
seek re-election;seek re-election;
creates 2nd openingcreates 2nd opening

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

There are officially two judicial 
positions opening up in 
Washington County next year 
after a second judge announced 
intentions to retire at the end of  
his term.

Washington County General 
Sessions Judge Don Arnold was 
appointed to the bench in early 
2013 after the county funded a 

JC eyes  
taking 
over 
operation 
after 
work is 
finished

ASHE STREET COURTHOUSE

Peterson

Changes Johnson City 
is asking the county to 
consider:
• The city accepting 
responsibility and lia-
bility for the the prop-
erty after renovations 
are complete, possibly 
including transfering 
or leasing it to the city.
• The city reimbursing 
the county for recent 
roof replacements.
• The stipulation that 
the building will meet 
the economic develop-
ment uses presented 
to the governor. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY

Don Arnold, 80, points to his role in 
Recovery Court as most rewarding

General Sessions 
Judge Don Arnold 
said his most 
rewarding role 
was with Recovery 
Court.

See ASHE STREET, Page A2

See SESSIONS, Page A2
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Wag N Suds, at 3101 W. Market St. in Johnson City, will 
open Monday. In addition to providing tubs and sinks to 
wash dogs, Wag N Suds will sell pet supplies.

Wag N Suds, a place dog 
owners can bathe their four-
legged friends and let them 
socialize with other dogs, is set to 
open its doors to the public on 
Monday.

“It’s scary, it’s exciting, but it’s 
scary, too,” store owner 
Kimberly Clemens said of  the 

business’ upcoming grand 
opening, scheduled for 4:30 p.m.

Inside the business, at 3101 W. 
Market St., visitors will find a 
shop that sells pet supplies — 
everything from high-quality dog 
food to handmade items such as 
bandanas, collars and leashes — 
a waiting area for adults and 
dogs alike and, of  course, a wash 
area that features six tubs and 

Time to wash up the pup?
Wag N Suds opening in Johnson City on Monday
By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

See WAG N SUDS, Page A2

PUTTING THE ‘FALL’ IN AUTUMN

Above, fallen 
leaves stand out 

on the moss at 
Dick’s Creek 

Lower Falls on 
Unaka Mountain. 

At right is Red 
Fork Falls in 

Unicoi.

CONTRIBUTED BY 
WAYNE MAST

Clarks Creek

GETTING
OUTDOORS

Warriors’ Path State 
Park Ranger Marty 
Silver provides a 
look at the park in 
autumn. E4
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