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A local man takes  
the trophy in a 
fishing tourney. E4

Boone blocked
Science Hill’s defense prevails 
in tight game with Trailblazers.  C1

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL OUTDOORS 

John David Eunis
Gary Dale Horne
Kenneth Edwin Tafer
JOHNSON CITy
Rebecca Hampton Berry
Joseph F. Coleman Jr.

BRISTOL, Tenn.
Boots A. Ramsey
ELIZABETHTON
Richard Sherrill “Dick” Fair
JONESBOROUGH
Mary C. Campbell

LIMESTONE
James (Jim) Woodfin Oler Sr.

Enjoying 
the view

A large crowd filled the 
stands and spilled over 

onto the berm at the south 
end of William B. Greene 

Stadium at East Tennessee 
State University on 

Saturday afternoon to see 
the Buccaneers take on 

The Citadel. For the ETSU 
followers, the view was 

spectacular as the Bucs 
rolled to a 48-21 victory to 

remain undefeated this 
season. For a story on the 

game, see Page C1.

JONATHAN ROBERTS/JOHNSON CITY 
PRESS

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

As Johnson City officials 
embark on major renovations 
to the Ashe Street Courthouse, 
Washington County commis-
sioners are looking to nail down 
a long-term use for the historic 
building.

Last month, commissioners 
voted to formally “accept” a fea-
sibility study for the building, 
which was built in 1910 as a 
bank and federal post office.

That resolution also called for 
the County Commission to 
“endorse the opportunity” to 
work with the city on using $5 
million earmarked by Gov. Bill 
Lee in the state’s budget for 
renovations to the Ashe Street 
Courthouse, which is located at 
401 Ashe St. near downtown.

SEIZING AN OPPORTUNITy
“The county has a vested 

interest in 
this historic 
building,” 
Commiss-
ioner Jodi 
Jones told her 
colleagues on 
Sept. 27. “We 
have an 
opportunity 
to work with 
Johnson City to make this both 
super useful as part of  the 
Walnut Street corridor and 
something the county can be 
proud of.”

She said commissioners 
should devote some time and 
thought to possible public uses 
for the building — which was 
added to the National Register 
of  Historic Places last year — as 
soon as possible.

“There is a need for us to 
work with the city pretty 
quickly,” she said, noting the 
governor’s $5 million grant 
must be spent by June 30.

The Ashe Street Courthouse, 
which features a distinctive 
Beaux-arts architecture that 
was a popular style for 

County seeks 
long-term use 
for courthouse

Jones

City, county have 
until June 30 to use 
$5M for Ashe Street

From staff reports

The Johnson City 
Commission is accepting appli-
cations for appointments to a 
slew of  volunteer boards and 
committees. All appointments 
are scheduled to be made in 
January 2022.

Here is a list of  boards and 
their duties:

• Board of Building Codes: Hears 
and decides appeals and vari-

ances to the Johnson City 
Building Code, questions of  
code interpretation, oversees 
examinations of  contractors to 
perform work in the commu-
nity, and recommends code 
changes.

The city is making three 
appointments licensed in the 
following areas of  expertise: 
electrical contractor, engineer, 

City needs applicants for boards, 
committees. Do you want to serve?

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Since opening in downtown 
Johnson City over the summer, 
business at Terrarium Plant 
Store has been ... growing — a 
lot.

“I (feel) humbled and very 
blessed,” owner Kerri Sluder 
said of  the community’s support. 
“I mean it’s just been, really, it’s 
been unbelievable and kind of  
emotional.”

The store sells a wide variety 
of  succulents and other plants, 
as well as planters, pots and 
other terrarium materials and 
offers various classes on things 
like propagation and growing, as 
well as other special events. It 
opened in August at 221 E. Main 
St. in the former storefront for 
East Tennessee Hemp Co., which 
closed its Johnson City location 
earlier this year.

Sluder said when she walked 
past the empty storefront, some-
thing clicked.

“I said, ‘man, some plants 
would look really good in that 

store’,” said Sluder, who went to 
school to be a landscape designer 
and teaches an agriculture class 
at Dobyns-Bennett High School.

Sluder said she got in touch 
with some representatives from 

Business growing at downtown plant store

Terrarium owner Kerri Sluder, whose store sells a wide variety of succulents and 
other plants, holds a potted cactus at the shop.

JONATHAN ROBERTS/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

A group of young plants grow under ultraviolet lights at Terrarium Plant Store in downtown Johnson City.

Putting down roots

See SERVE, Page A2

See USE, Page A2

See ROOTS, Page A2
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