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From staff reports
   
The Big Train Show is 

returning to East Tennessee 
State University for the first time 
in two years.

Vendors were busy Thursday 
setting up for this weekend’s 
show: After two years’ absence 
many have shared their excite-
ment to be “back on track.”

The event will be held in the 
ETSU Mini-Dome on Friday from 
noon to 6 p.m. and on Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

More than 66 vendors and 
model train enthusiasts will be 
on hand with items ranging from 
model trains and accessories to 
railroad memorabilia and “date 
nails,” nails bearing a date to 
mark your birth year or another 
special occasion.

ROBERT HOUK/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Johnson City is using state funds 
earmarked by Gov. Bill Lee to renovate 
the historic Ashe Street Courthouse, 
which was built in 1910.

Transfer 
of deed 
has panel’s 
support 
County committee votes 
to call on commission to 
transfer courthouse to city
By ROBERT HOUK
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Efforts to transfer ownership 
of  the historic Ashe Street 
Courthouse from Washington 
County to Johnson City’s control 
has taken a significant step.

Members of  Washington 
County’s County-Owned 

Property 
Committee 
voted Thursday 
to send a reso-
lution to county 
commissioners 
on July 27 that 
would deed the 
“Beaux-Arts” 
style building 
and three 
related parcels 
at 401 Ashe 
Street to the 
city of  Johnson 

City.
Next, the Johnson City 

Commission is expected to vote 
on the deed transfer at its June 7 
meeting.

Washington County Mayor Joe 
Grandy said the resolution is a 
result of  a “consensus” reached 
by members of  the joint city/
county Ashe Street Courthouse 
Project Special Committee last 
week outlining the terms the 
conveyance of  the deed for the 
Ashe Street property.

The agreement includes a com-
mitment for the Ashe Street 
property to be transferred from 
the county to the city in such a 
way that it meets a public use 
clause mandated by the federal 
government in the original deed.

The city has also agreed to 
reimburse the county $120,000 for 

ASHE STREET COURTHOUSE

‘Johnson 
City has 

plans to fix 
it up and to 

put it to 
good use.’

PHIL CARRIGER
chairman of the 
County-Owned 

Property 
Committee

See DEED, Page A2

Trash fee clears first hurdle
By JONATHAN ROBERTS
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

The Johnson City Commission 

on Thursday approved on first 

reading a resolution to increase 

trash collection rates, an 

increase city staff  say is necessi-

tated by rising costs for things 

such as fuel and trash con-

tainers.

Municipal trash collection 
fees would increase by $2 a 
month to $13 monthly, while the 
regional trash collection rate 
will go up by $1 to $19 a month.

Under the department’s cur-
rent schedule for capital equip-
ment replacements, which it 
funds without issuing debt, the 
city anticipates its cash balance 

for municipal solid waste ser-
vices will dip below zero in fiscal 
year 2028. With a $2 rate 
increase, the cash balance would 
remain above $2 million but dip 
below $1 million in fiscal year 
2031. Without any increase, the 
city projects a cash deficit in 
2028, growing to an $8 million 
deficit in 2031.

• Cost would 
increase by 
$2 a month

• $334.2M 
budget wins 
first approval

• JCDA will get 
$400K for 
elevators

JOHNSON CITY COMMISSION

Batter up!
The Appalachian League’s 

second season as a 
collegiate wooden bat 

league opened Thursday 
night with the Johnson City 

Doughboys hosting 
Elizabethton’s River Riders 

at TVA Credit Union 
Ballpark. While dodging 

raindrops, the River Riders 
erased an early Johnson City 
lead before securing an 11-9 

win. Turn to B1 for details.

JEFF BIRCHFIELD/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Above, members of the Johnson City Doughboys greeted youth players before the 
game. At right Johnson City starting pitcher Tony Neubeck throws a pitch for a 
strike in the first inning of Thursday’s game against Elizabethton.

Ready
to roll
again
Sidetracked for two years, 
ETSU’s Big Train Show 
chugs back into town

See FEE, Page A2

AMBER BROPHY/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Vendors are busy setting up for 
the Big Train Show this weekend. 
After two years’ absence, many 
have shared their excitement to 
be “back on track.” Many items 
have ties to local history as well 
as train history in general. Unique 
items can be found as well, like 
the dated nails pictured at right.
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