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Greg Connelly 
gives a victim 
impact statement 
to the court on 
Friday after the 
man who killed 
his son pleaded 
guilty to murder. 
At left, his son, 
Chris Connolly.

Father: 
‘His smile 
lit up        
a room’

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

Chris Connelly was a son, 
brother and father, and he was 
killed execution-style over $150 

by a man he’d 
only known for 
one week.

“He had a heart 
of  gold,” Greg 
Connelly said 
about his son.

The elder 
Connelly gave a 
victim impact 

statement Friday after the man 
who killed Chris Connelly 
pleaded guilty to second-degree 
murder.

Aaron Story, 35, was originally 
charged and indicted on a 
first-degree murder charge, but 
his attorney, Darcee Kubisiak, 
was able to negotiate the charge 
down to a second-degree murder 
charge for a lesser sentence.

Second-degree murder is a 
Class A felony, like first-degree 
murder, but carries a shorter 
sentence. First-degree murder is 
an automatic life sentence while 
second-degree murder has a 
range of  15 to 25 years in prison.

Story was sentenced to 20 years 
and must serve at least 85% 
because in most cases that have 
100 percent service requirement, 
inmates can earn up to 15% off  
their sentence for good behavior.

Chris Connelly, originally por-
trayed by Washington County 
Sheriff’s investigators as 

Aaron Story pleads 
guilty to second-degree 
murder in 2018 slaying

Story

See SLAYING, Page A2

McBride, 
Knox earn 

TSSAA 
doubles 
title. B1

’Toppers 
take school’s 

fifth state 
baseball 

crown. B1

A BANNER DAY FOR 
SCIENCE HILL ...

ETSU hosts 
state’s first 
climate data 
summit

Police fired 25 shots at man
DOWNTOWN JOHNSON CITY

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

The man shot by Johnson City 
police officers Thursday night 
had been refused entry to a 
downtown bar because he had a 
gun, which he later used to 
threaten other people, District 
Attorney General Ken Baldwin 
said Friday.

The 52-year-old Michigan 
man’s name has not been 
released pending notification of  
his relatives. Baldwin said the 
man, who was shot five times, 
was in critical condition but is 
expected to recover.

“He wanted to go into a bar, 
and they wouldn’t allow him in 
because he had a gun,” Baldwin 
said. “He went out and threat-
ened at least five citizens with 
the gun, racking it, telling them 

DA says man threatened ‘at least five citizens’; expected to recover

Used medical 
supplies litter the 

ground downtown. 
District Attorney 

General Ken 
Baldwin said a 

man was struck 
by five shots fired 

by Johnson City 
officers.

JONATHAN ROBERTS/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

The Tennessee Climate Office 
at East Tennessee State 
University hosted the state’s first 
climate data summit this week, 
in partnership with National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s National 
Centers for Environmental 
Information — a “big deal” for 
both the state and ETSU.

The two-day summit on 
Tuesday and Wednesday fea-
tured dozens of  speakers from 
various organizations such as 
NOAA, the National Weather 
Service, the U.S. Department of  
Agriculture and the National 
Drought Mitigation Center, as 
well as state agencies and univer-
sities.

State climate office founder 
calls event ‘a big deal’ for 
the state and the university

See CLIMATE, Page A2

See SHOTS, Page A2

HOLOCAUST EDUCATOR OF EXCELLENCE

Creating 
‘a moral

compass’

From staff reports

    
A Johnson City teacher this 

month received statewide recogni-
tion for her efforts to bring 
Holocaust education into both her 
classroom and Northeast 
Tennessee.

Kim Kenneson, a middle school 
teacher at St. Mary’s School, was 
named a Belz-Lipman Holocaust 
Educator of  Excellence, one of  
three across the state, by the 
Tennessee Holocaust Commission. 
As such, Kenneson was recognized 
at the statewide Holocaust 
Remembrance event at the 
Tennessee General Assembly and 
received money to further 
Holocaust education in this region.

Johnson City teacher 
earns statewide honor for 
lessons on the Holocaust

CONTRIBUTED

Kim Kenneson 
teaches at St. 
Mary’s School in 
Johnson City.

Kenneson said 
that an in-depth 
look at the 
Holocaust “can 
teach students 
how to prevent 
this from ever 
happening again.”See COMPASS, Page A2
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