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Project celebrates city’s legacy
Cole McIntyre 
leaps between 
platforms on 
Thursday at 
Johnson City’s 
new adventure 
playground, part 
of the city’s 
Sesquicentennial 
Legacy Project.

DAVID FLOYD/  
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By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Johnson City leaders gathered 
at King Commons Park on 
Thursday afternoon to dedicate 
the city’s Sesquicentennial 
Legacy Project, which celebrates 
the 150th anniversary of  the 

city’s founding.
The project includes a history 

circle that lists key dates and 
information about the city’s his-
tory, a “tri-star” area that pays 
tribute to the Tennessee state 
flag and the Niswonger 
Children’s Hospital Natural 
Adventure Area, a spot in front 
of  the Johnson City Public 
Library that includes an outdoor 
classroom, music play structures 
and play areas.

‘It couldn't 
have 

opened at a 
better time.’

DONNA NOLAND

History circle, Tennessee flag salute, 
nature area honor sesquicentennial 

See LEGACY, Page A2

BANDS OF AMERICA 
REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

Hosting
regional ‘a 
huge win’ 
for area
High school bands from six 
states will take the field 
Saturday at the Mini Dome
Contributed to the Press

   
East Tennessee State 

University will host one of  22 
Bands of  America Regional 
Championships on Saturday in 
the ETSU Mini Dome.

The box office opens at 
10:15 a.m., and gates will open at 
10:45 a.m. Sixteen of  the top 
bands in Tennessee, Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia and Florida will compete 
throughout the day, and the top 
12 bands will advance to finals in 
the evening.

ETSU’s Marching Bucs will 
perform their 2021 halftime show 
in exhibition at 4:15 p.m. just 
prior to preliminary awards. 
Finals will start at 7 p.m. with 
gates opening 30 minutes prior.

“Hosting a Bands of  America 
regional championship is a huge 
win for our university and the 
Appalachian Highlands,” said 
ETSU President Brian Noland. 
“Bands of  America events are 
the pinnacle of  competitive 
marching band, and it is 
inspiring to see the results of  
hard work and dedication as high 
school students perform on our 
campus. We are proud to host 
these talented musicians, and we 
hope they will see our commit-
ment to music education and 
find a home at ETSU during their 

JONATHAN ROBERTS/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

The Dobyns-Bennett High School band 
finished second overall in the 2019 
regional competition at ETSU.

See REGIONAL, Page A2

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

It’s game on for a teenager 
from Gray who received a cus-
tom-built gaming computer 
from Make-a-Wish East 
Tennessee on Thursday.

For Caleb DePriest, a 
19-year-old with scleroderma, 
the COVID-19 pandemic has 
made socializing with friends in 

person difficult. So DePriest 
turned to gaming as a way to 
keep up with his friends.

“I’m able to play games with 
all my friends and even meet 
new people online that share 
the same interests as me,” said 
DePriest.

Scleroderma is an autoim-
mune disease which causes 
connective tissues to harden. 

Thanks to Make-a-Wish, teen’s 
game gear goes to higher level

Caleb DePriest,
a 19-year-old 
diagnosed with 
scleroderma, 
was given a 
custom-built 
gaming computer 
through Make-a-
Wish East 
Tennessee.

KAYLA HACKNEY/
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Brick-by-brick
Shelter fundraiser honors memories

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

The Washington County/
Johnson City Animal Shelter has 
a new way to remember beloved 
pets — or people — who left your 
life too soon, and it’s all for a 

good cause.
Shelter Director Tammy Davis 

made an official announcement 
Thursday about a project that’s 
been in the works since the 
facility opened on North Roan 
Street in June 2015.

She was able to put more focus 

Walkway one of several ways 
to memorialize pets or people

See BRICK, Page A2

The brick walk is 
in the memorial 
garden beside the 
front entrance to 
the Washington 
County/Johnson 
City Animal 
Shelter. Each 
brick can have 
two lines of text 
and 15 characters 
per line.

 BECKY CAMPBELL/
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• Other “in 
memory” or “in 
honor” options at 
the shelter include 
sponsoring a kennel 
or purchasing a 
ceramic tile with a 
pet’s photo, name 
and other 
information.
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Curbs on COVID  
 safety rules in 
spotlight.   A7
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