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By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Connect Downtown Johnson City is 
accepting applications from small busi-
ness owners who want financial sup-
port to open a retail marketplace in one 
of  downtown’s large, empty store-
fronts.

The appli-
cation, which 
is available at 
downtownjc.
com/down-
townnow, 
closes on 
Wednesday.

The organi-
zation 
recently 
received a 
$50,000 
Placemaking 
Grant from 
the 
Tennessee 
Department 
of  Economic 
and 
Community 
Development 

that will support business development 
in Johnson City.

Most of  the funding will be dedicated 
to placing a curated shop on the first 
floor of  one of  the large, unused build-
ings in the downtown core, which will 
involve having one business owner 
who subleases space to several smaller 
vendors. Subletters could include local 
artists, makers or other retailers.

Dianna Cantler, Johnson City 
Development Authority interim execu-
tive director, said subleasing the space 
will take some of  the burden off  of  the 
business owner, enabling them to fill a 
larger space.

The program is specifically tailored 
toward retailers, a type of  business 
that Cantler said downtown needs. 

Acceptable businesses can include 
clothing, home decor, pet supplies, 
plants, electronics and a litany of  other 
options.

Full-service restaurants, office space 

and shops that sell liquor, tobacco, 
vape supplies or firearms are discour-
aged.

Organization hopes grant will attract curated shops

Connect Downtown 
Johnson City is 
accepting 
applications from 
business owners 
who want to open a 
curated shop in 
one of the large, 
vacant storefronts 
downtown. The 
former JC Penney 
building at 309 E. 
Main St. (above) 
and the building at 
216 E. Main that 
formerly housed 
the Willow Tree 
Coffeehouse are 
two structures that 
could be eligible 
for the program.
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JONESBOROUGH

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Jonesborough’s Board of  Mayor and 
Aldermen has tabbed BurWil Construction as 
the contractor for the town’s K-8 school project, 
the same contractor that constructed the new 
Boones Creek school.

Over the next four to six weeks, BurWil, which 
will receive a $10,000 pre-construction fee, will 
work with the town, its architects and other 
stakeholders to finish and price-out the design, 
which is expected to cost around $27 million. 
Mayor Chuck Vest said they hope to break 
ground on the project in August or September, 
so long as BurWil’s cost estimate is “in line with 
where we want it.”

BurWil was chosen after its proposal scored 
the highest on evaluation criteria, ranking 
number one in cost. In total, four companies 
returned a proposal. Washington County Mayor 
Joe Grandy, who attended Monday’s meeting, 
commended BurWil’s past work and said they 

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

U.S. Rep. Diana Harshbarger, R-1st, told area 
Republicans Monday there is “a crisis like 
you’ve never seen” at this nation’s border with 
Mexico.

The Kingsport congresswoman, who toured 
the border in Texas earlier this year, said she felt 
“righteous anger” after seeing what was hap-
pening to the children there.

“Those children don’t want to be there,” 
Harshbarger told East Tennessee Republican 
Club members meeting at the Carnegie Hotel.

She said of  the estimated 200,000 people who 
attempt to cross the border illegally, 30,000 are 
children.

She said most appear to have been “shipped” 
to the border, and noted that most of  the illegal 
immigrants are purposely “turning themselves 

Congresswoman 
warns of border crisis
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U.S. Rep. Diana Harshbarger, R-1st, speaks to a constituent 
before addressing the East Tennessee Republican Club 
meeting at the Carnegie Hotel on Monday.

From staff reports

ELIZABETHTON — Another convenient loca-
tion for getting the COVID-19 vaccine will be set 
up in the Stoney Creek area.

The vaccine facility will be located at the main 
campus of  the Tennessee College of  Applied 
Technology-Elizabethton on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 4-7 p.m. The school is located at 
426 Tenn. Highway 91, in the Watauga Industrial 
Park, just across the highway from the 

TCAT-Elizabethton offering 
COVID-19 vaccinations

CONTRIBUTED/TCAT-ELIZABETHTON

The Tennessee College of Applied Technology-Elizabethton 
is located across from the Municipal Airport.

By J.H. Osborne
KINGSPORT TIMES NEWS

BLOUNTVILLE — The 
Sullivan County Commission’s 
Executive Committee agreed 
Monday to accept $5-10 billion as 
the amount of  the “global pie” 
offered by a bankruptcy court as 
the estimated assets of  Purdue 
Pharma. That “pie” will be 
divided at a later date among 
plaintiffs in multiple lawsuits 
against the company.

Sullivan County is among 
plaintiffs who filed suits against 
Purdue, the maker of  Oxycontin, 
for damages caused by opioid 
addiction.

Tricia Herzfeld is an attorney 
with Branstetter, Stranch & 
Jennings, the firm representing 
Baby Doe and participating cities 
and counties. Herzfeld spoke 

with the Executive Committee by 
video call to explain the settle-
ment offer.

Herzfeld said Purdue Pharma 
was owned by the Sackler family 
and it has been estimated over 
several years, in anticipation of  

Contractor 
selected 
for school
Builder of Boones Creek School 
chosen for Jonesborough K-8 project

Sullivan Co. accepts 
slice of $5-10 billion 
of Purdue bankruptcy

J.H. OSBORNE/KINGSPORT TIMES NEWS

District Attorney General Barry 
Staubus, far right front, discusses the 
Sullivan Baby Doe opioid lawsuit with 
members of the Sullivan County 
Commission’s Executive Committee.
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