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One of  my gentle readers informed 
me just last week that there had been 
some changes at the Telford Diner, an 
East Tennessee classic eatery.

Having waved goodbye to our friend 
the Retiree who, predictably, was off  
once again on another of  her traveling 

adventures, 
my dining 
partner and 
I decided to 
visit Telford 
and see 
what reno-
vations our 
friends 
Warren and 
Vickie 
Browder 
had made 
to their 
restaurant.

The 
Telford 
Diner is the 
“pic-
tured-in-
the-dictio-
nary” 
example of  
a classic 

family-run Tennessee restaurant. It is 
located in the town of  Telford, just a 
stone’s throw from Old State Route 34, 
(now Tenn. Highway 353). After a quick 
turn onto Telford Road, you make a 
quick left turn just over the Little 
Limestone Creek Bridge onto Mill 
Street. A minute or two more and 
you’ll see a yellow building with a sign 

identifying the place. Restaurant 
parking is ample on both sides of  Mill 
Street.

The Browders have made some 
changes to the Telford Diner’s interior 
since my dining partner and I last 
enjoyed their company. Though the 
restaurant’s down-home wall décor is 
still in evidence, the buffet line has dis-
appeared; a victim of  the pandemic. 

Arranged per social distancing 
requirements, the restaurant’s seating 
now accommodates 40 or so hungry 
patrons in a dining area that appears 
even roomier than before. The very 
active kitchen’s new layout gives the 
Browders and their kitchen team a bit 
more room to swing a spatula than was 

Telford Diner adds new look, keeps quality food

CONTRIBUTED/MYSTERY DINER

The chicken on the chicken club sandwich was freshly batter-dipped was fried until golden brown. The crispy bacon was center-cut and delightfully 
smoky in flavor, and adding the lettuce, tomato and mayonnaise made for very good eating.

Whoever was running the grill cooked the hamburger steak to perfection.

If You Go
Telford Diner

109 Mill St.

Telford

753-4688

Tue 6:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Wed 6:30 a.m. — 7 p.m.

Thu-Fri 6:30 a.m. – 

2:30 p.m. & 4:30 p.m. 

– 8 p.m.

Saturday (7 a.m – 11 a.m)

Closed Sunday and 

Monday

Dine-in (social distancing) 

and carry-out

Available through social 

media

Cash or check only

Certification training 
course to get underway 
at ETSU on Feb. 2
By Brandon Paykamian
PRESS STAFF WRITER 
bpaykamian@johnsoncitypress.com

Are you considering a career 
in pharmacy? East Tennessee 
State University could get you 
started on your first steps.

ETSU’s Office of  Professional 

Development will offer a three-
month Pharmacy Technician 
Certification Training Course, 
starting Feb. 2.

The course will train students 
to help pharmacists in handling 
medications and serving 
patients, according to a recent 
ETSU announcement. The 
course prepares students to take 
the National Pharmacy 
Technician Certification Board 
exam.

Darla Dye, director of  profes-
sional development, said most 

students are able to become cer-
tified through the course.

Dye said it’s one of  the univer-
sity’s workforce development 
courses that have been offered 
for over 20 years. The courses are 
non-credit courses, meaning 
anyone can sign up.

“Participants don’t have to be 
official students of  ETSU,” Dye 
said. “They learn about different 
types of  medications, how to pre-
pare prescriptions and fill pre-
scriptions and how to assist a 
pharmacist.”

The course instructor is Cheryl 
Ollry, a pharmacy technician at 
the James H. Quillen Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center who has 
over 15 years of  experience in 
retail and hospital pharmacy.

Dye said courses such as these 
open students up to new career 
options.

“Many times, we have 
pre-pharmacy students take the 
class, and they work in the field 
in a pharmacy so they can get 
some experience on the ground 
floor,” she said. “Then they go on 

to pharmacy school and become 
pharmacists.

“It’s also an option for people 
to find a career or change 
careers,” she continued. 
“Perhaps they want to do some-
thing other than retail or restau-
rants. This is another option for 
them, and that’s why we like to 
offer these workforce develop-
ment courses.”

As the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues, Dye said pharmacies 

Need a new career? How about pharmacy tech

MYSTERY DINER COVID-19

ELIZABETHTON CITY COUNCIL

By Nathan Baker
PRESS NEWS EDITOR
nbaker@johnsoncitypress.com

The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) killed 75 
people in the region this week and infected 2,939 
as it continued to spread through the commu-
nity.

The seven 
new deaths 
attributed to 
the virus 
Sunday by the 
Tennessee 
Department of  
Health ended a 
week with the 
highest death 
toll in the 
eight-county 
region since 
the start of  the 
pandemic. This 
week’s 75 
deaths topped 
the previous 
deadliest week, 
Dec. 14 to 20, by 
17.

Since March, 
732 deaths in 
the region have 
been attributed 
to the virus.

Statewide, 
Tennessee also reported its deadliest week yet, 

Region sets 
one-week 
death mark

Ballad Health 
Scorecard
COVID-19 inpatients: 346 (-4)

Patients under 

investigation: 8 (+1) 

Admissions: 59 (+20)

Discharges: 62 (+10)

Patients in 

intensive care: 67 (-1)

Patients on 

a ventilator: 39 (-2)

Designated beds available: 49 

(-13)

First dose vaccines 

administered: 15,225 (+1,895)

Second dose vaccines 

administered: 2,691 (+1,315)

21-county service area in Tennes-

see and Virginia

Watauga River boat ramp agreement 
to be considered at Thursday meeting
By John Thompson
ELIZABETHTON BUREAU CHIEF
jthompson@johnsoncitypress.com

ELIZABETHTON — The Elizabethton City 
Council will hold its first meeting of  the new 
year on Thursday at 6 p.m. The first meeting of  
2021 will be held the same way as the last several 
meetings held in 2020, by by an electronic 
meeting using the Zoom software in order to 
help prevent the spread of  the COVID-19 virus.

The electronic meeting is allowed by Gov. Bill 
Lee’s Executive Order Number 65. Members of  
the public can observe and participate in the 
meeting by using a computer or phone. The 
meeting can be accessed by going to: https://
us02web.zoom.us/s/81015025511 or by calling 
1-646-558-8656 and entering meeting ID 810 1502 
5511#.

The Zoom software allows members of  the 

First meeting of year 
to be held via Zoom
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