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A field of teams

A motorist uses a 
sound meter on a 
mobile phone to 
monitor the sound 
of a passing 
motorcycle with a 
side car in a 
photo from 2016.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

JOHNSON CITY NOISE ORDINANCE

A damper on decibels? 

It could soon be easier for 
police to quiet loud noises in 
Johnson City.

City commissioners approved 

changes to the city’s noise ordi-

nance on second reading at 

their regular meeting July 1. 

The amendment will 
require one more vote 

Changes intended to ease enforcement, 

help to literally keep the peace in city

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

‘It was so 
complicated 

that it had 
made it 
virtually 

unenforce-
able.’

 SUNNY 

SANDOS
city attorney

He has his field of dreams; now he needs to fill a Wiffle ball bracket

Hidden away in 
Gray, the Sandlot 
was built for one 
thing: Wiffle ball

JOE AVENTO/   
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Vaughn Burgess 
gives a tour of his 
Wiffle ball field, 
The Sandlot, 
behind his house 
in Gray. At left, a 
display in a hall of 
fame of sorts 
leaves a spot for 
the Fun Fest 
tournament game 
ball.

By Joe Avento
SPORTS DIRECTOR

javento@johnsoncitypress.com

In the woods behind Hales Chapel 

Christian Church in Gray sits a 

hidden gem.

It’s a small-scale but first-rate 

field built for the sole purpose of  

hosting ball games.

Wiffle ball games.

The Sandlot, as it is called, is the 

product of  18 years worth of  work 

for Vaughn Burgess, who has 

played Wiffle ball for 50 years.

“It’s been a dream of  mine,” says 

Burgess, who is planning on 

playing host to the inaugural Fun 

See TEAMS, Page A2

Tributes 
honor pets, 
aid animal 
shelter

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

Pet owners now have a public 
way to memorialize their furry 
or feathered companions, or even 
a human friend, while sup-
porting the local animal shelter 
at the same time.

The Tribute Society allows 
people to remember their pet 
family members with a com-
memorative brick or a commem-

‘Everyone    
is welcome’ 
to summer 
reading party

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

The Unicoi County Public 
Library is celebrating the end of  
this year’s summer reading pro-
gram with a party on Saturday, 
and everyone is invited.

“We want the whole commu-
nity there,” library director 
Selena Harmon said. “This is a 
fun, free community event where 

See DECIBELS, Page A2

WASHINGTON CO./
JOHNSON CITY

Walkway, tribute wall 
offer ways to memorialize 
companions, pet owners

UNICOI CO. PUBLIC LIBRARY

Saturday end-of-program  
bash will be at Fishery Park

See SHELTER, Page A2

See LIBRARY, Page A2

Catching up: 
A look at the 
first half. B1

APPY LEAGUE

‘It’s been 
a dream 
of mine.’

VAUGHN
 BURGESS
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