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•  Great Exhibitors 
•  Appalachian/Bluegrass/

Gospel Music
• 4-H Petting Zoo
• Little Kids Tractor Pull

•  Hog-Callin’ (Kids & Adults)
•  Cooking Demos
•  Chainsaw Carving,  

Charity Auction, and more!!
*Subject to change

Familiar faces
New Buc coach George Quarles’ staff
has nine Sanders-era holdovers.  B1

ETSU FOOTBALL

Too young: Parents    
of kids too young to be 
vaccinated worried.  A3

COVID-19 VACCINATIONS

JOHNSON CITY
Benny R. Lowe
Dr. Wallace A. “Mell” 
Tarpley
    

ELIZABETHTON
M.E. “Milt” Fair
ERWIN
Charlie Lynch
Sharon Kay Ritchie Slagle

GRAY
Kermit H. Morrison
JONESBOROUGH
Zollie Berry
     

KINGSPORT
Joyce “Nikki” Fields
LIMESTONE
Georgianna “Jo” Caraway
     

PINEY FLATS
Jackson Lee Strange
TELFORD
Edna Deloris (LaFollette) 
Fair
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Biden: 
Reject
the ‘web
of lies’
President urges Americans 
to remember they watched  
a mob threaten democracy
 By Lisa Mascaro, Zeke Miller 
and Mary Clare Jalonick
ASSOCIATED PRESS

   
WASHINGTON — President 

Joe Biden forcefully blamed 
Donald Trump and his sup-
porters Thursday for holding a 

“dagger at the 
throat of  
democracy” 
with election 
lies that 
sparked last 
year’s deadly 
assault on the 
U.S. Capitol, 
using the anni-
versary of  the 
attack to warn 
that America’s 
system of  gov-
ernment 
remains under 
urgent threat.

The president 
set the tone on 
a day of  
remembrance 
that brought 

fiery speeches, moments of  
silence and anguished accounts 
from lawmakers recalling the 
terrifying hours of  Jan. 6, 2021, 
when the Trump mob laid siege 
to the Capitol and rioters tried to 
stop the routine, ceremonial cer-
tification of  election results.

Notably, almost no 
Republicans joined Biden and 
the Democrats in what some 
hoped would be a day of  reconcil-
iation. Instead, it was a fresh and 
jarring display of  a nation still 
deeply torn by the lies that led to 
the riot, by its unsettled after-
math and Trump’s persisting 

BrightRidge seeks $2.64M 
match for rural broadband

WASHINGTON COUNTY COMMISSION

BrightRidge’s 
Stacy Evans 

called the grant 
“a generation 

opportunity to 
bridge the rural 

digital divide for 
our residents.”

ROBERT HOUK/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

BrightRidge is asking 
Washington County officials to 
contribute matching funding for 
an $8.8 million project to expand 
broadband in rural areas of  the 
county.

“This is a generation opportu-
nity to bridge the rural digital 
divide for our residents,” Stacy 
Evans, BrightRidge’s chief  
broadband officer, told members 
of  the county’s Commercial, 
Industrial and Agricultural 
Committee on Thursday.

The public utility plans to 
apply for a $6.17 million emer-

gency broadband grant from the 
Tennessee Department of  
Economic and Community 
Development to address pockets 
of  unserved neighborhoods in 
its service area between Tenn. 
Highway 107 and Interstate 
Highway 81 near Fall Branch.

BrightRidge is asking 
Washington County to provide 
$2.64 million to cover the 30% 

That’s the 30% local match for $6.17M grant provider applying for

MICHAEL REYNOLDS/POOL VIA THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

President Joe Biden speaks on 
Thursday from Statuary Hall at the U.S. 
Capitol to mark the one-year 
anniversary of the Jan. 6 riot by 
supporters loyal to then-President 
Donald Trump.See MATCH, Page A2

Short supply Short supply 
brings limits brings limits 
on antibodyon antibody
treatmentstreatments
Monoclonal antibodies will 
go to those at highest risk 
as omicron limits options
By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

With a national shortage of  the 
monoclonal antibody treatment 
most effective against the omi-
cron coronavirus variant, Ballad 
Health announced Thursday that 
it would follow guidelines from 
the National Institutes of  Health 
to limit the treatment to those at 
highest risk for severe illness — 
namely those who are immuno-
compromised and those who are 
not fully vaccinated.

“With the highly contagious 
omicron variant circulating in 
our region, requests for these 
therapies at Ballad Health facili-
ties have far outpaced the supply 
made available to Ballad Health,” 
a statement from Ballad said. 
“Ballad Health continues to 
order additional supply, although 
at present additional supply is 
very limited.”

The NIH issued guidance for 
the prioritization of  patients on 
Dec. 23 based on four factors: age, 

BALLAD HEALTH

Former President 
Donald Trump and 
his allies on 
Thursday clung to 
false claims about 
the 2020 election 
and the Jan. 6 
Capitol riot as the 
nation marked the 
one-year anniver-
sary of the violent 
insurrection. A8

THERE’S 
MORE

NEW TENNESSEE LICENSE PLATES

This blue plate’s 

special
It’s the first full redesign on a 
standard state plate since ’06

Johnson City gives final OK to rezone for townhomes
By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

A rezoning for 178 townhomes 
on Knob Creek Road, which the 
developers have said would 

charge an average rent of  $1,500, 
has received final approval from 
the Johnson City Commission.

Longbranch Development 
Company asked the city to 
rezone a 22-acre property at 2644 
Knob Creek Road from B-4 

(planned arterial business) to 
RP-3 (planned residential). The 
request passed 4-0 on third 
reading Thursday.

With nearby residents con-
cerned the project would inten-
sify existing traffic issues along 

Knob Creek and West 
Mountainview roads, 
Commissioner Jenny Brock 
urged the city to “do everything 
humanly possible” to mitigate 
those problems.

“It is a problem today,” she 

Nearby residents concerned 178 new homes would worsen area’s traffic issues

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Tennesseans will be 
getting new metal 
license plates this year 
when they renew their 
vehicle tags.

Washington County 
Clerk Kathy Storey said 
they are the first standard plates issued 
by the state in 16 years that feature a com-
pletely new design. The state made minor 
modifications to the 2006 plates in 2011, 
2016 and 2017.

The new plates include the Tri-Star logo 
from the Tennessee flag and the name of  
the county where the vehicle is regis-
tered. Tennesseans can also ask for a ver-
sion that includes the phrase, “In God We 
Trust.”

ROBERT HOUK/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Residents are 
lining up at the 
Washington 
County Clerk’s 
Office in the 
Jonesborough 
courthouse to 
get their new 
Tennessee license 
plates.
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