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Report: Police could 
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Super 22 team
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By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Four bare walls under the 
Interstate 26 overpass on North 
Roan Street could soon be 
adorned with artwork show-
casing the natural beauty of  
Johnson City and the sur-
rounding region.

During their regular meeting 

Thursday, the City Commission 
will consider hiring an artist to 
install four murals, each 
appearing on one of  the walls 
under the I-26 overpass.

The Tennessee Department 
of  Transportation is reviewing 
an application from the city to 
install art on the walls. The 
agency needs a resolution in 

Johnson City 
commissioners 
will consider 
hiring Colombian 
artist Felipe Ortiz 
to install four 
murals on the 
Interstate 26 
overpass on 
North Roan 
Street. To view 
the art, go to this 
story online at 
johnsoncitypress.
com, or type 
bit.ly/3pgoRkz 
into your 
browser’s 
address bar. 
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Johnson 

City weighs

I-26 mural 

designsSee ART, Page A2

Therapy dogs 
help grieving 
manage stress

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

Funeral homes often play 
host to some of  our darkest 
moments, but a few local busi-
nesses are using therapy dogs 
to let in some new light.

Kibbi, a 10-year-old Lagotto 
Romagnolo, is one of  those 
dogs.

Preston McKee, owner of  
Morris-Baker Funeral Home, 
is Kibbi’s owner. Kibbi became 
a certified therapy dog 
roughly a year after McKee 
got her, and he and his wife 
are both certified as her han-
dlers. While Kibbi is available 
during arrangement meetings 
and visitation services at 
Morris-Baker upon request, 
McKee said she finds most of  
her work outside of  Morris-
Baker.

“A lot of  where we use Kibbi 
is actually out in the commu-
nity,” said McKee. “It’s doing 
things like fundraising walks 
and going to the hospital. We 
started taking her to the grief  
camps.”

McKee said part of  Kibbi’s 
job at the funeral home is to 
help people who are grieving 
manage their stress.

“People, when they’re here, 
they’re in pretty high stress situations, and just to 
have something come in like that can kind of  get 
them out of  that moment and give them a little bit 
of  a break from the stress,” said McKee.

Kibbi isn’t the only dog helping out in a funeral 
home, though.

Emmie is a 1-year-old goldendoodle who spends 
her days working at Hamlett-Dobson Funeral 
Home in Kingsport.

JOHNSON CITY DOUGHBOYS

Into the 
trenches

At top, Johnson 
City Doughboys 

catcher Edwin 
DeLaCruz, from 

Arkansas-Pine 
Bluff, frames a 
pitch. At right, 

Leo O’Shinski lets 
a pitch fly in the 

bullpen.
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Carson Correll, a 
funeral director at 
Hamlett-Dobson 
Funeral Home in 
Kingsport, holds 
Emmie, the funeral 
home’s therapy dog. 

TOMMY COLLIER

Kibbi is a certified 
therapy dog who 
works at Morris-
Baker Funeral Home. 

A re-branded 

Appalachian 

League gets 

underway 

tonight with 

a blast from 

the past. The 

Johnson City 

Doughboys, named in honor of 

U.S. World War I infantrymen 

and “The Spirit of the 

American Doughboy” statue 

just yards from the stadium, 

host the Bristol State Liners — 

100 years after the original 

State Liners began play in the 

league. The teams take the 

field at 7 p.m. at TVA Credit 

Union Ballpark. The opener 

comes after a single afternoon 

of ‘spring training.’ Turn to 

Page B1 for the full story.

Funeral homes turning to four-footed 
friends to bring comfort to people

See THERAPY, Page A2
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