
Nobody delivers like we do.
Kayla Hackney
Soon-to-be ETSU Graduate. Amateur Poet. Reporter.

Because of our people, we deliver more than the news to our readers.
It’s just another way that we’re committed to our community.
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JONESBOROUGH DURING THE PANDEMIC

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

While the novel coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic had an 
enormous impact on thousands 
of  small businesses worldwide, 
Jonesborough’s small businesses 
have, in many ways, survived 
and even thrived — thanks in no 
small part to the Jonesborough 
Area Merchants and Service 

Association.
The organization, which cele-

brated its 10th anniversary last 
August, was instrumental in 
helping keep Jonesborough’s 
small businesses — particularly 
those downtown — afloat.

“Without JAMSA, and I know 
I’m (biased), I don’t know what 
would’ve happened to downtown 
— I don’t think it would’ve been 
too nice,” current President 
Ritchie Hayward said.

When the pandemic first 
impacted the town in March 2020, 
forcing the cancellation of  
numerous town events and the 
closure of  many downtown busi-
nesses, JAMSA Vice President 
and Town Events Coordinator 
Melinda Copp said its effects 
were “almost disabling.”

“I couldn’t get past what would 
be safe to do, what would be 

Association helped keep 
businesses in business

CONTRIBUTED

A pair of shoppers leave the Crystal Raven shop in downtown Jonesborough for 
Small Business Saturday.

Water park preparing 
to open for summer season
From staff reports

Wetlands Water Park in 
Jonesborough will open for the 2021 
season next month, kicking off  with a 
grand opening on May 29.

WATER SLIDES, A LAZY RIVER, VOLLEYBALL 
AND MORE

Wetlands offers three flume water 
slides, two family otter slides, a lazy 

river, zero depth entry pool, full-ser-
vice café and beach volleyball court. 
Wetlands Water Park also plays host to 
numerous private parties, birthday 
parties, swim lessons and special 
events throughout the season.

GET YOUR SEASON PASS NOW
Season passes are now on sale and 

may be purchased online at wetlands-
jonesborough.com, by visiting the 
Historic Jonesborough Visitors Center 
or calling 423-753-1553.

Purchasing a Wetlands season pass 
gives you access to the Water Park for 

the entirety of  the season as well as 
discounted rates on birthday parties, 
swim lessons and other events.

IF YOU GO
Wetlands’ grand opening will be held 

from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. at at the park, 
which is located in Persimmon Ridge 
Park.

Regular hours of  operation are 
Monday through Saturday from 10 a.m. 
6 p.m. and on Sunday from noon to 
6 p.m.

For information, call 423-753-1553 or 
visit wetlandsjonesborough.com.

Ready to make a splash
CONTRIBUTED

Jonesborough’s Wetlands Water Park will open for its 2021 season will a grand opening event scheduled for  Saturday, May 29.

ELIZABETHTON — After a 
day spent in driving through the 
spring-enrobed hills of  East 
Tennessee, it was late afternoon 
when my dining partner, the 
Retiree and I arrived back in 
Elizabethton. All three of  us 
were hungry, but it was too late 
for lunch and too early for 
supper. We were discussing our 
options when my dining partner 
said, “I know where we are 
eating,” and gestured at the Blue 
Circle Market and Poor Trav’s 
Deli.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
The Blue Circle Market has 

been at the corner of  Broad and 
Elk Avenue since the middle of  
the last century; it is surely one 
of  the first “Convenience-style” 
stores in the area. It is still a con-
venience store with in-store 
shopping for the usual things 
that convenience stores have; 
chips, beef  jerky, ice cream, beer, 
that sort of  thing.

This particular Blue Circle 
Market is blessed with a particu-
larly good delicatessen that is 

tagged with the moniker of  
“Poor Trav’s Deli.” Who “Trav” 
is or what he’s poor in (Spirit? 
Friendship? Which?) is not 
readily apparent. From the 
traffic his deli’s employees are 
handling, Trav is certainly not 
poor in the business sense. The 
deli department is in the back of  
the convenience store portion of  
the building, a low cashier and 
carry-out station demarcating 
the change from store to deli. 

Poor Trav’s Deli rich in delicious food

The pastrami 
Reuben sandwich 
brought up 
memories from 
the Mystery 
Diner’s childhood 
of what an “up 
North” pastrami 
Reuben sandwich 
tasted like.
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MYSTERY DINER
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TWEETSIE TRAIL

By John Thompson
ELIZABETHTON BUREAU CHIEF
jthompson@johnsoncitypress.com

ELIZABETHTON — The coming of  spring 
brings a busy time for the Tweetsie Trail. Lots of  
bicyclists and pedestrians have returned to the 
trail, as well 
as some new 
users of  the 
trail. With 
the renewed 
activity, the 
Johnson 
City Press 
asked 
Elizabethton 
Police Chief  
Jason Shaw 
to go over 
the rules of  
the road for 
the trail, 
since much 
of  the trail is 
inside 
Elizabeth-
ton’s city 
limits.

“The Tweetsie Trail is a wonderful asset in our 
community and it is heavily used, but it does 
cross some very busy streets,” Shaw said.

He said there is a stop sign on the trail at each 
intersection with a street or highway. He said the 
stops signs are there “to signal to the trail user 
to stop prior to crossing the roadway.” Shaw said 
that those on the trail “should make sure they 
can cross the street safely before attempting to 

Do you know 
trail’s safety rules?

JOHN THOMPSON/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Elizabethton Police Chief Jason Shaw 
stands by a sign on the Tweetsie Trail 
that tells the rules for using the 
popular attraction.

See TRAV’S, Page A2

See HELP, Page A2

See RULES, Page A2
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