
By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

As city staff  review sealed 
drawings from an architect out-
lining repairs, the Haven of  
Mercy homeless shelter will con-
tinue to operate at a reduced 

capacity of  at 
most 35 resi-
dents.

Members of  
the Johnson 
City Board of  
Dwelling 
Standards 
voted 3-1 
Thursday to 
continue con-
sideration of  
the building at 
123 W. Millard 
St. to their May 
meeting. 
Member Dave 

Jenny voted in opposition, and 
Jennifer Hyder abstained.

“There is work going on on the 
plans as requested,” said Vice 
Chair Gwen Hunter, explaining 
her motion to continue. “That’s 
been progress, and we’ve really 
not been given any new informa-
tion.”

In January, the board found 
that conditions exist at the 
shelter that increase the risk of  
fire and injury and ordered the 
building repaired.

Board members also want to 
receive a progress update at their 
May meeting and for staff  to 
ensure the shelter is continuing 
to follow the limit set on capacity, 
which is roughly half  of  what the 
shelter’s occupancy was in 
January.

“I have no reason to believe 
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R
ichard M. Currie Jr. recently 
photographed these beautiful 
wildflowers at Winged Deer 

Park.  The park has the largest collec-
tion of  naturalized bluebell flowers in 
Northeast Tennessee, and they only 
bloom for a very short time in early 
spring. The bluebells are a center-
piece around the park’s “back forty,” 
where participants will also enjoy 
many other things the park has to 
offer. The trails in the “back forty” 
are paved and lighted. Winged Deer, 
4137 Bristol Highway, has a number 
of  walking and biking trails, as well 
as athletic fields and the James H. 
Quillen Historical Tree Arboretum.

JOHNSON CITY BOARD 
OF DWELLING STANDARDS 

Officials see
‘progress,’ but
capacity limit 
stays in place 
Haven of Mercy shelter’s 
35-person ceiling remains 
as city reviews repair plan
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Johnson City Development Services 
Manager Dave McClelland speaks 
during Thursday’s Board of Dwelling 
Standards and Review meeting.

Vice Chair Gwen 
Hunter said “It’s 
incumbent on us 
to be sure that 
properties are as 
safe as possible 
while the progress 
is being made.”

From staff reports
    
PETA is offering a reward of  

up to $5,000 for information 
leading to the arrest and convic-
tion on cruelty charges of  the 
person responsible for 

restraining, beating, and run-
ning over a cat whose body was 
found in the parking lot of  the 
Appalachian Funeral Home on 
Sunday.

Washington County/Johnson 
City Animal Shelter Director 

Tammy Davis said she also had 
$500 in local donations for a 
reward as of  Thursday morning.

The cat’s body wasn’t in the 
parking lot when a funeral home 
worker arrived at 10:30 a.m., but 
the employee discovered the cat 

at around 1 p.m. and called the 
police. Someone had bound the 
male orange-and-white cat’s 
rear legs with duct tape and 
inflicted severe head trauma, 
possibly with a screwdriver that 
was found nearby, and bloody 
tire tracks indicate that his head 

PETA offers up to $5K in cat case
Group joins effort to find person who duct-taped, killed cat 

See PETA, Page A2
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GREENEVILLE — Federal 
jurors have convicted a woman 
of  stealing nearly $120 million 
worth of  trade secret informa-
tion from Eastman Chemical Co. 
and several other chemical and 
coating companies.

The conviction came Friday 
after a 12-day trial in U.S. District 
Court in Greeneville.

Dr. Xiaorong You, also known 
as Shannon You, 59, of  Lansing, 
Michigan, was convicted of  con-
spiracy to commit economic espi-
onage, conspiracy to steal trade 
secrets, possession of  stolen 
trade secrets, economic espio-
nage and wire fraud.

You is scheduled for sentencing 
Nov 1.

The trade secrets stolen 
belonged to multiple owners and 
cost an estimated $119,600,000 to 
develop, according to a press 
release from the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office. According to court 
records, the stolen information 
was related to formulations for 
bisphenol-A-free, or BPA-free, 
coatings.

WHAT IS BISPHENOL-A?
Until recently, bisphenol-A, or 

BPA, was used to coat the inside 
of  cans and other food and bev-
erage containers to help mini-
mize flavor loss and prevent the 
container from corroding or 
reacting with the food or bev-
erage contained within.

However, due to the potential 
for BPA to be harmful to human 
health, companies began 
searching for BPA-free alterna-
tives.

$119.6 MILLION

Xiaorong You worked for 
Eastman, Coca-Cola; case 
involved BPA-free research

See TRADE, Page A2 See PROGRESS, Page A2
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