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Who’s a good girl? 
Daisy Duke  When  
she wants to be. E1

Reunited
This year will see a host of
long-delayed reunions.  D2

MOTHER’S DAY LIVING

A rendering by 
Thomas Weems 
Architect 
provided by The 
Well shows the 
student center 
the ministry plans 
to build on West 
Walnut Street.
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‘We have 
prayed over 

that spot 
and asked 

God to 
transform it.’

JAMES McNEILL

The Well set for ‘unique role’ 
By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

An empty two-acre tract 
along West Walnut Street 
that has been home at dif-

ferent times to several night-
clubs is getting closer to 
redevelopment.

The Well, a Christian min-
istry that has served stu-
dents at East Tennessee 
State University for 23 years, 

bought the properties at 812 
and 820 W. Walnut St. in 
December 2018.

It plans to build a student 
center on the land, which 
will include a 600-seat audi-
torium and a coffeehouse. 

There, the organization will 
host worship services, Bible 
studies and other events.

“Our mission is to reach 
college students for Christ, 
to see believers grow in their 
walk of  faith and to equip 

Ministry hopes to start work on West Walnut student center this year

McNeill

Survey 
says: Tool
gauges 
readiness

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

It’s being called a valuable tool 
to help educators and policy-
makers assess the strengths and 
learning needs of  students 
coming into the school system.

The Early Developmental 
Instrument is a questionnaire 
taken by teachers in Canada, 
Australia and more than 80 com-
munities in the United States — 
including Washington County — 
to measure a child’s ability to 
meet age appropriate develop-

Jonesborough 
shop leaving 
its storefront 
for wheels

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Downtown Sweet, a popular 
chocolate and dessert shop in 
downtown Jonesborough, is 
leaving its storefront and going 
mobile — with a home base in 
central Johnson City.

Downtown Sweet moved to its 
most recent location, 101 E. Main 
St., last May. Store owner 
Bethany Oakes made the deci-
sion to buy a food trailer after 
the business she shared the 
space with left in mid-March.

Oakes said when the other 
business left, she took a deeper 
look at Downtown Sweet and fig-
ured that because most of  her 

WASHINGTON COUNTY

See ROLE, Page A2

Educator says county ‘has 
some work to do’ getting 
students prepared for school

Downtown Sweet will 
shift to mobile platform, 
set up in Johnson City 

See SURVEY, Page A2

Bethany Oakes 
says the move 
from downtown 
Jonesborough will 
be bittersweet, but 
calls it a “smarter 
business decision” 
for Downtown 
Sweet.
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See WHEELS, Page A2

Roan Mountain’s Rhododendron Festival ...

Is back.
Sunlight catchs 

one of thousands 
of rhododendron 

blooms during 
the 2016 

Rhododendron 
Festival at Roan 
Mountain. After 
the 2020 event 

fell victim to the 
pandemic, 

the festival 
returns this 

year with live 
entertainment, 
arts and crafts 

vendors and the 
signature blooms.
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By John Thompson

ELIZABETHTON BUREAU CHIEF

jthompson@johnsoncitypress.com

ROAN MOUNTAIN — The Roan 

Mountain Rhododendron Festival 

is returning this year after taking a 

year off  because of  the COVID-19 

pandemic in 2020.

It’s the 74th festival, marking it 
as one of  the oldest festivals in the 
region.

The Roan Mountain Citizens 
Club has been putting on the festi-
vals since June 1947. This year’s 
event is scheduled June 19 and 20.

The festival is always held 
around the third weekend in June, 
when the Catawba rhododendron 
reach their peak bloom in the 
Cloudland Gardens atop Roan 
Mountain, which has an elevation 
above 6,000 feet.

Although called a garden, 

Cloudland is not man-made, as the 

rhododendron thrives and blankets 

many acres of  mountains in the 

Appalachians. But the Cloudland 

Gardens are said to be the largest 

in the world. Thousands of  magen-

ta-pink blossoms erupt when the 

plants bloom.

On its website, the Citizens Club 

said its members are excited to 

once again be presenting the 

Annual fest will be back on track 
in mid-June after pandemic pause

DETAILS
What? 74th Annual 
Roan Mountain 
Rhododendron 
Festival
When? June 19, 20
Where? Roan 
Mountain State 
Park

See RHODODENDRON, Page A2
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