
Seven men have been arrested 
and accused of  trying to solicit 
sex from minors after a two-day 
undercover joint investigation in 
Erwin.

According to a press release 

from the Tennessee Bureau of  

Investigation, authorities put up 

“several decoy advertisements 

on websites known to be linked 

to prostitution and commercial 

sex cases” in an attempt to iden-

tify individuals looking to solicit 

commercial sex from minors.
The investigation, which began 

on June 9, was an attempt to 
address human trafficking in the 

region.
The investigation involved the 

Erwin Police Department, the 
Unicoi County Sheriff’s Office, 

the Jonesborough Police 

Department, the Washington 
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Oak Hill Cemetery 
owner Timothy 
McKinney, left, 
helps Ann Marie 
French, Johnson City 
communications 
specialist; J.T. 
McSpadden, the    
city’s digital commun-
ications manager; and 
Keisha Shoun, the 
city’s communications 
and marketing director, 
decorate a monument 
to Johnson City 
founder Henry 
Johnson in the Oak Hill 
Cemetery on Friday. At 
left, the actual grave 
marker for Johnson 
and his wife, Mary 
Hoss Johnson.

Seven charged in trafficking sting

Staton Rhoney Moreno Mayes Higgins Gonzalez Andrade

Men arrested on solicitation of a minor 

counts after ‘decoy’ ads placed online

See ARRESTED, Page A2

Foreigner 
has October 
Freedom 
Hall date

Contributed to the Press

    
Foreigner is bringing “The 

Greatest Hits of  Foreigner On 
Tour” to Freedom Hall Civic 
Center on Oct. 15.

Tickets start at $39 plus appli-
cable fees. They 
go on sale 
Friday, June 18, 
at 10 a.m. VIP 
packages are 
available at 
www.foreign-
eronline.com.

Tickets are 
available at the 
Freedom Hall 
box office, 
online at www.
freedomhall-tn.
com or by 
phone at 423-
461-4884.

With 10 
multi-platinum albums and 16 
Top 30 hits, Foreigner is consid-
ered one of  the most popular 
rock acts in the world, with 
album sales exceeding 80 million.

Foreigner is responsible for 
some of  rock and roll’s most 
enduring anthems, including 
“Juke Box Hero,” “Cold As Ice,” 
“Hot Blooded,” “Waiting For A 
Girl Like You,” “Feels Like The 
First Time,” “Urgent,” “Head 
Games,” “Say You Will,” “Dirty 
White Boy,” “Long, Long Way 
From Home” and the worldwide 
No. 1 hit, “I Want To Know What 
Love Is.”

Streams of  Foreigner’s hits are 
approaching 10 million per week.

Founded in 1976, Foreigner‘s 
debut album produced the hits 
“Feels Like The First Time,” 
“Cold As Ice” and “Long, Long 
Way From Home.”

The album Double Vision fol-
lowed, as did a string of  hits 
including “Urgent,” “Juke Box 
Hero” and “Waiting For A Girl 
Like You.”

CONTRIBUTED/           
SEAN FITZTHUM

Foreigner, with 
lead singer Kelly 
Hansen, will be at 
Freedom Hall in 
October.

Longtime rock band 
bringing ‘Greatest Hits’  
to Johnson City Oct. 15 

See FOREIGNER, Page A2

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

A Washington County judge 
dismissed a Cootie Brown’s Inc. 
lawsuit against two women who 
last year accused the restaurant 
on social media of  not adhering 
to recommended COVID-19 pre-
cautions during the pandemic.

Washington County Circuit 
Court Judge Jean Stanley issued 
the ruling April 27 with preju-
dice, which means the issue is 
dead.

The company sued Abigail 
Honeycutt and Emily Barnes, 
administrators of  a Facebook 
page named Tri-Cities 
Hospitality Assistance, alleging 
defamation, false light invasion 
of  privacy and intentional inflic-
tion of  temporal, economic and 
property damages.

On that page, Honeycutt, 
Barnes, and others — some criti-
cizing and others supporting — 
wrote comments about their con-
cerns regarding Cootie Brown’s 
employees testing positive for 
COVID and still working, 
employees not wearing their 
masks once Washington 
County’s mandate was in place, 
and that there was no “deep 
cleaning” effort made by either 
of  the restaurant’s locations.

“This is a huge win for my 

HONORING JOHNSON CITY’S FOUNDER

City gives
namesake

his due

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Members of  Johnson City’s mar-
keting and communications depart-
ment decorated a monument to 
Johnson City’s founder in Oak Hill 
Cemetery on Friday.

Timothy McKinney, the owner of  
Oak Hill, said decorating the memo-
rial to Henry Johnson, who is 
buried along with his wife, Mary, at 
the site, is part of  the historic ceme-
tery’s annual Decoration Day. 
Descendants are urged to visit the 
cemetery on Saturday to place 
flowers on the graves of  their ances-
tors.

The birth of the city: Johnson, the 

Restaurant’s 
lawsuit over 
COVID claim 
dismissed  

See NAMESAKE, Page A2

Cootie Brown’s sued women 
over online accusations 
about safety precautions

See LAWSUIT, Page A2

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

The McKinney Center in 
Jonesborough hosted the first 
of  two “Mini Markets” on 

Friday, despite some wet 

weather that came and went for 

most of  the early afternoon.

The McKinney Center will 

host another Mini Market, fea-

McKINNEY CENTER MINI MARKET

Second Mini Market on tap today
Nearly two 

dozen artists, 
artisans are 

expected See MARKET, Page A2

JONATHAN ROBERTS/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

The McKinney Center in Jonesborough hosted the first of two 
“Mini Markets” on Friday despite some wet weather.

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com
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