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Washington County commis-
sioners will vote on a resolution 
today to adopt “certain changes” 
to the 2018 International 
Residential Code.

Commissioners are scheduled 
to meet at 6 p.m. at the George P. 
Jaynes Justice Center in 
Jonesborough.

The county board took the first 
step in adopting portions of  the 

2018 building code in November. 
In a 12-0 vote, with three mem-
bers absent, commissioners 
decided to post the amended 
building regulations with the 
county clerk’s office for 90 days, 
after which time the board can 
officially adopt the residential 
code.

Washington County officials 
hope the move will bring unifor-
mity to residential construction 
regulations throughout the 
region. Sullivan County, 
Kingsport and Johnson City have 

already adopted the building reg-
ulations.

The county’s revisions to the 
2018 International Residential 
Building Code mirror the amend-
ments adopted by the state of  
Tennessee.

The local changes include:
• Amend Section R303.4 

Mechanical Ventilation to add 
the word “optional” after the 
word “ventilation” in the section 
title. Before the first sentence 

Residential building code 
changes up for adoption

ROBERT HOUK/JOHNSON CITY PRESS 

A house currently under construction in the Boones Creek area is shown. 
Washington County commissioners are slated to vote Monday on a resolution to 
adopt provisions of the 2018 International Residential Building Code. The changes 
have already been adopted by Sullivan County, Kingsport and Johnson City.

WASHINGTON COUNTY COMMISSION

When the Science Hill Clothes 
Closet started three years ago, 
Topper Summit teacher Debbie 
Mottern wasn’t quite sure how 
long it would last.

A great deal of  work goes into 
collecting, organizing and main-
taining a service that helps stu-
dents in need. But to her delight, 
and some Science Hill students’ 
benefit, Mottern’s Topper 
Summit class continues to pro-
vide a space that addresses the 
material needs of  Science Hill 
students.

The Science Hill Clothes Closet 
provides students with a safe 
space to browse through gently 
worn clothing items. More 
formal items, like ties, help stu-
dents prepare for a job interview. 
Students can also find a selection 
of  prom dresses, which can help 
ease the financial burden during 
prom season.

“When we started this project 
three years ago, I wasn’t quite 
sure how long it would last,” 
Mottern said. “I knew there was 
a need, and so did my students, 
but we weren’t sure if  future 
classes would be as invested. We 
are pleased to report that we con-
tinue to be a resource for stu-
dents in need of  clothing. We 
have also been able to expand 
our offerings to include non-per-
ishable food items, common 
hygiene products and even 
school supplies.”

Science Hill senior Emily 
Horvath said that she was 
excited when presented the 
opportunity to help with the 
clothes closet.

“It’s just really important to 
help people in our school com-
munity who may need some-
thing,” Horvath said. “It’s cool to 
be able to help the people in our 

school that we might interact 
with often.”

Science Hill senior Shaylin 

Helping each other
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Students in teacher Debbie Mottern’s class help organize the Science Hill Clothes Closet.

From dresses to ties, Clothes Closet aids SHHS students
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bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

Johnson City police have 
identified a student who 
posted several threatening 
comments on a social media 
app Sunday that indicated 
there would be some type of  
revengeful act at Science Hill 
High School on Monday.

“We found out about the 
social media threats earlier 
today,” Johnson City Police 
Department Maj. Brian Rice 
said Sunday night. “We’ve 
been working on this all day 
and worked with the Johnson 
City Schools to identify that 
person.”

Rice said investigators have 
talked to the student and said 
there was “no danger associ-
ated with that individual.”

JCPD made this post around 
8:45 p.m. Sunday on the 
department’s Facebook 
account:

“Johnson City Police 
Department was made aware 
of  a threat concerning Science 
Hill High School circulating on 
social media tonight. In coordi-
nation with Johnson City 
Schools, a student has been 
identified.

JCPD: No 
danger found 
with Science 
Hill threats

About a year ago, the dine-
around bunch and I dined for the 
first time at Bayou Boys Fresh 
Gulf  Shrimp, at their old location 
in the Burlington complex on 
Johnson City’s West Walnut 
Street.

The brainchild of  one Walter 
Holmes, Bayou Boys’ fish-monger, 
boil-master and principal 
investor, and daughter Julie 
Holmes Pecou, the restaurant’s 
proprietor, Bayou Boys enhanced 
its seafood market by adding a 
restaurant, allowing their cus-
tomers to first select their catch 
and then have it cooked their way.

Given that all seafood, finned 
or otherwise, is the most time- 

and distance-sensitive of  com-
modities, it is a tribute to father 
and daughter’s focus and hard 
work that a successful market 
and restaurant featuring fresh 
seafood exists five hours from 
the Atlantic Ocean, and ten 
hours from the Gulf  of  Mexico.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
Bayou Boys’ new location is 

the commercial space formerly 
occupied by Jack’s City Grill on 
North Roan Street. Holmes was 
very proud of  what Bayou Boys 
accomplished previously, and is 
looking forward to further suc-
cess at their new location.

The comprehensive seafood 

market’s display case, pricing 
blackboard and processing table 
is found just past the hostess lec-
tern that is inside the double 
doors. Up a short flight of  steps 
on the right you’ll find a dining 
area seating about 80 patrons at 
tables and booths. There are 
additional booths on the rear 
lower level next to the hallway 
accessing both the kitchen and 
restrooms. Décor is minimally 
nautical, with several flat screen 
televisions evident.

SHRIMP SCAMPI WITH SIDE SALAD
With Bayou Boys being both a 

Signs of spring found at Bayou Boys 
Fresh Gulf Shrimp’s new location

CONTRIBUTED/MYSTERY DINER

Bayou Boys cram a lot into their Jambalaya, the chicken rubbing shoulders with 
some succulent shrimp, several good-sized slices of andouille sausage, the saffron-
tinted Low Country rice and all the other yummies.

MYSTERY DINER

See DINER, Page A2

See CLOSET, Page A2

See CODE, Page A2

See THREAT, Page A2
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