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Townsend 
puts the ‘foot’ 
in foothills. E1

Reunited
Monsanto transfers to Wake, gets

2nd shot at playing for Forbes.           C1

DAMARI MONSANTO BIGFOOT FESTIVAL

Term
limit
push
is on

TENNESSEE LEGISLATURE
WATAUGA VALLEY RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND MUSEUM

A rail
love

story
This isn’t the end 

for vintage rail 
cars; it’s the start 

of a new life

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

Railroading is in Mike Tilley’s 
blood.

“My daddy used to take me 
over to Erwin a lot to watch 
trains years ago, and I just said 
‘Hey, I wanna do that.’”

That’s one of  the reasons why, 
after a 40-year career with the 
railroad, Tilley continues to 
explore his interest in trains 
with the Watauga Valley 
Railroad Historical Society and 
Museum.

The society repairs and 
restores vintage train cars, spon-
sors passenger excursions on 
them and leases them out. The 
society’s most recent restoration 
project is the 110-year-old 
Clinchfield 100, which served as 
Santa’s car on the Santa Train 
from the 1950s until the early 
1980s.

“They sold it and it went down 
in Florida, and we wanted to 
bring it back because of  its his-

KAYLA HACKNEY/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Volunteers help replace windows on the       
St. Augustine Coach car. 
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Mike Tilley is the president of the Watauga Valley Railroad 
Historical Society and Museum. The group works to restore vintage 
train cars.

‘Show  
them you 
are taking 

them 
seriously.’

TIM PERRY
Frontier Health

Elsewhere? Professionals say abuse can happen anywhere
NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Child abuse is a difficult sub-
ject to address, but professionals 
say it is a discussion that all par-
ents, caregivers and responsible 

adults should take seriously.
Tim Perry, Frontier Health’s 

senior vice president for chil-
dren’s services in Tennessee, 
said many Americans think 
child abuse or child neglect is 
something that happens else-
where.

“Parents are often reluctant” 
to even imagine such abuse 
could be happening in their 
neighborhoods and in their own 
families, he said.

But it does: Officials say a 
child is abused somewhere 
every 47 seconds in the day. 

Tennessee had more than 67,000 reported cases in 2019

See ABUSE, Page A2

See RAIL, Page A2
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Tilley demonstrates a signal light on 
display at the Chuckey Depot Railroad 
Museum. 

State House backs call for 
constitutional convention 
to limit terms in Congress
By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

The 
Tennessee 
House of  
Representatives 
passed a resolu-
tion last week 
calling for a 
federal consti-
tutional con-
vention on con-
gressional term 
limits.

House Joint 
Resolution 0008 
was approved 
Thursday by a 
vote of  53-34, 
and now goes to 
the state Senate 

where the measure is expected to 
face a much tougher debate.

Lawmakers from Northeast 
Tennessee — including Reps. 
Rebecca Alexander, 

‘They think 
they may 

be staying   
too long.’

STATE REP.

     TIM HICKS 

See LIMIT, Page A2

TBI: 96 died 
in custody  
of Tennessee 
police in ’20

By Becky Campbell

PRESS SENIOR REPORTER

bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

The number of  civilian deaths 

in 2020 while in custody of  law 

enforcement remained consis-

tent with 2019’s, according to a 

Tennessee Bureau of  

Investigation report released this 

Report shows same number 
as 2019; 28 of the deaths 
involved police use of force

See CUSTODY, Page A2

Bucs miss
   playoff
     shot. C1
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