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Another major?
Defending champion Jon Rahm closes 
on the lead ahead of the final round.  C5
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Frontier Health is looking for 
additional foster parents to help 
meet a growing need in the 
region.

Officials say the COVID pan-
demic has had a dire impact on 
the foster care systems in 

Northeast Tennessee and 
Southwest Virginia. More chil-
dren are entering foster care at a 
time when there are fewer foster 
parents available to care for 
them.

The last two years have also 
seen fewer foster parents taking 
in children for fear of  jeopar-
dizing the health of  their own 

biological fami-
lies. As a 
result, some 
children have 
temporarily 
spent nights in 
the offices of  
state child wel-
fare agencies 
in Tennessee 
and Virginia.

Noelle Grimes, Frontier 
Health’s division director for 
children’s continuum services, 
said in a statement released last 

week there “is a great need for 
families willing to foster and pro-
vide safe, nurturing and sup-
portive homes to children who 
have to enter foster care.”

Frontier Health is asking for 
families to participate in one of  
its two therapeutic foster care 
programs.

TRACES is a child-placing 
agency licensed by the Tennessee 
Department of  Children’s 
Services. VALUES is designated 
the same by the Virginia 
Department of  Social Services.

Frontier Health officials say 
both programs will help train 
parents who are willing to open 
their homes to foster children. 
Tennessee and Virginia also pro-
vides a monthly financial stipend 
to foster families to help them 
care for the children they take in.

“We’re there for foster parents 
24/7,” said Alexandra Enriquez, 
a foster parent recruiter and 
trainer for VALUES. “We will 
help you every step of  the way.”

Need growing for foster parents

Enriquez

Frontier Health says demand is great 
in Northeast Tennessee, Southwest Virginia

Thanks to reader Richard Currie for this beautiful photograph of the rhododendron at Roan Mountain. The Rhododendron Festival, held at 
the base of the mountain at Roan Mountain State Park, will continue on Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. with over 100 arts and crafts vendors, 
a variety of food, traditional music and old-time folkway demonstrations.

Roan Mountain’s beauty
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Len Cabral’s home in the 
tiny state of  Rhode Island is 
more than 3,000 miles away 
from Cape Verde, the country 
where his grandparents were 
raised.

Long 
before 
Cabral trav-
eled to his 
ancestral 
islands on 
the west 
coast of  
Africa, he 
learned 
about the 
culture 

there through the food, stories, 
and music of  his family.

Now a deeply respected sto-
ryteller, Cabral will perform 
Tuesday through Saturday 
this week as the International 
Storytelling Center’s next 
teller in residence. These live, 
all-ages storytelling concerts 
will consist of  folk tales from 
around the world, as well as 
personal and family stories.

STORIES FROM FAR AWAY PLACES 
“I grew up in a house 

hearing songs in a language I 
couldn’t quite understand,” he 
said. Cabral didn’t speak 
Portuguese, the language of  
Cape Verde. But it made a big 
impression.

Cabral credits the neighbor-
hood where he grew up with 
establishing his love of  stories 
from far-away places.

“It was a richly diverse com-
munity, and I had friends of  
many different nationalities 
and backgrounds,” he said. 
“They were Italian. They were 
French. They were Armenian, 
or Bulgarian. And it was very 

Tales from 
around 
the world

Cabral

Childhood rich in 
neighbors from many 
areas inspires storyteller

STORYTELLING CENTER

By KAYLA HACKNEY
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

Kitten season is upon animal 
shelters across the country, and 
staff  members at Unicoi County 
Animal Shelter are making it 
through one call at a time.

Kitten season is the time 
between February and 
September when shelters often 
become overrun with pregnant 
cats, cats who have recently 
given birth and kittens.

Unicoi County Animal Shelter 

Director Kevin King said the 
shelter currently has around 150 
cats in its custody and can see up 
to 450 cats and kittens a year. 
And calls for help from the com-
munity keep coming in.

“Our population isn’t even that 
big,” King said. “Washington 
County, Carter County, Greene 
County — they’re going to have 
more.”

Dealing with an influx of  
felines is time consuming, but 
King said the most difficult part 
of  kitten season is the emotional 
toll it takes on himself  and his 
staff.

“Nobody’s working in the 

Unicoi shelter getting through 
kitten season one call at a time

KAYLA HACKNEY/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

A mother cat warily eyes the photographer taking a photo of her and her newborn 
kittens at the Unicoi County Animal Shelter.

Facility currently taking 
care of about 150 felines

See SHELTER, Page A2

See FOSTER, Page A2

See WORLD, Page A2

http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=E5&uuid=c63d7d29-2d22-5972-b867-df387ea11a00
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=E2&uuid=c63d7d29-2d22-5972-b867-df387ea11a00
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=E8&uuid=c63d7d29-2d22-5972-b867-df387ea11a00
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=D1&uuid=c63d7d29-2d22-5972-b867-df387ea11a00
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C7&uuid=c63d7d29-2d22-5972-b867-df387ea11a00
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C1&uuid=c63d7d29-2d22-5972-b867-df387ea11a00
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=E4&uuid=c63d7d29-2d22-5972-b867-df387ea11a00
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C2&uuid=c63d7d29-2d22-5972-b867-df387ea11a00
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=E7&uuid=c63d7d29-2d22-5972-b867-df387ea11a00
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=c63d7d29-2d22-5972-b867-df387ea11a00
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B6&uuid=c63d7d29-2d22-5972-b867-df387ea11a00
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B6&uuid=c63d7d29-2d22-5972-b867-df387ea11a00
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C5&uuid=c63d7d29-2d22-5972-b867-df387ea11a00
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=c63d7d29-2d22-5972-b867-df387ea11a00
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=c63d7d29-2d22-5972-b867-df387ea11a00
http://johnsoncitypress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=c63d7d29-2d22-5972-b867-df387ea11a00

