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From staff reports

Connect Downtown Johnson 
City in conjunction with the 
Johnson City Development 
Authority has applied to receive 

the Tennessee Dog Park Dash 
Grant to build a community dog 
park.

According to a press release 
from Connect Downtown, the 
Tennessee Dog Park Dash is 

funded by the Boyd Foundation 
and is dedicated to building or 
enhancing dog parks across 
Tennessee.

“Established in 2018, this pro-
gram is helping make Tennessee 
the most pet-friendly state in 
America, and 2021 is the last year 
of  opportunity,” the press release 
said. “We would be honored and 
extremely fortunate to have 
Downtown Johnson City selected 

Group seeking community 
support for dog park grant

JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Siblings Luke and Sage Brannon brought their parents’ dog, Abby, out to Founders 
Park for Bark in the Park in 2019.

Connect Downtown Johnson City 
has several upcoming events 

to get needed letters of support

By Holly Viers
KINGSPORT TIMES NEWS

NASHVILLE — Tennessee’s 
average gas price held steady 
again last week, but that trend 
may not last much longer.

The state average of  $2.69 is the 
same as last week and last 
month, but $1.15 more than a 
year ago, according to AAA. The 
national gas price average is 
$2.90, which is 2 cents more than 
last week and 3 cents more than 
a month ago.

“While April saw minimal 
fluctuation, May is likely to see 
much larger increases alongside 

demand spikes, especially closer 
to Memorial Day weekend,” said 
Megan Cooper, spokeswoman 
for AAA — The Auto Club 
Group, in a press release. 
“Compared to May 2019, U.S. 
gasoline demand is down only 
4% and gas prices are, on 
average, just two cents more.”

QUICK FACTS
• 76% of  Tennessee gas stations 

have prices below $2.75.
• The lowest 10% of  pump 

prices are $2.49 for regular 
unleaded.

• The highest 10% of  pump 
prices are $2.97 for regular 

unleaded.
• Tennessee remains the 10th 

least expensive market in the 
nation.

MOST EXPENSIVE GAS PRICES IN 
THE STATE

• Memphis ($2.75)
• Johnson City ($2.73)
• Jackson ($2.72)

LEAST EXPENSIVE GAS PRICES IN 
THE STATE

• Cleveland ($2.61)
• Chattanooga ($2.64)
• Knoxville ($2.66)

Gasoline prices holding steady for now

METRO CREATIVE

The average price of a gallon of gas held steady at $2.69 in Tennessee last week, 
but experts say that cost may go up as Memorial Day approaches.

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Ballad Health’s community vaccina-
tion center located at The Mall at 
Johnson City opened its doors on 
Monday, with officials hoping the 
heavily trafficked area will encourage 
more people to take the COVID-19 vac-
cine.

“We’re 
really 
entering 
that phase 
of  easy 
access,” 
Ballad 
Health’s Chief  Infection Prevention 
Officer Jamie Swift said. “There’s mul-
tiple places that people can get vac-
cines, so we wanted one centrally 
located access (point).”

Swift said those who wanted the shot 
have likely already received it, so the 
goal of  the new site is to attract people 
to get vaccinated as they’re going about 

Ballad opens COVID-19 
vaccination site at mall

JONATHAN ROBERTS/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Following the signs placed throughout the Mall at Johnson City will lead you to Ballad Health’s 
community vaccination center, where Chief Infection Prevention Officer Jamie Swift stopped by 
for a visit on Monday.

Get a shot 
and shop

JOHNSON CITY SCHOOLS

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Although they will be required to continue 
wearing face coverings in common areas, 
Johnson City students in grades K-4 will now be 
allowed to 
remove their 
masks while at 
their desks.

The Johnson 
City Board of  
Education 
approved 
changes to the 
system’s 
COVID-19 pro-
tocols on 
Monday, which 
included laxer 
policies on 
masking but 
also continua-
tions of  
existing guide-
lines.

Safety Supervisor Greg Wallace noted that it’s 
much easier to contact trace students in grades 
K-4 because students stay in a consistent class-
room cohort throughout the day. As students 

See MALL, Page A2

See GRANT, Page A2

See PRICES, Page A2

Board eases 
face mask 
requirements

DAVID FLOYD/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Parent Misty Meade speaks against 
mask requirements for students 
during Monday’s meeting.

See MASKS, Page A2
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