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Turkeys can’t fly, 
but their prices 
are soaring. A5

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Washington County commissioners 
appointed a Johnson City Police 
Department lieutenant on Monday to be 
the county’s interim sheriff.

Keith Sexton, who now serves as a 
training unit supervisor and SWAT team 
commander for the police department, 
was sworn into office by Washington 
County Chancellor John Rambo following 
a unanimous vote of  the commission.

“Thank you for your vote of  confi-
dence,” Sexton told commissioners. “I will 
not let you down.”

In addition to being named interim 

sheriff  on Monday, Sexton and his wife, 
Ashley, learned of  the birth of  their 
newest grandchild during the commission 
meeting.

Sexton, who promised to run “a trans-
parent” sheriff’s office, will serve the 
remaining months of  Ed Graybeal’s 
elected term in office. Graybeal retired in 
September after serving 18 years as 
sheriff.

He has also said he plans to name 
former Johnson City Police Chief  John 
Lowry as his chief  deputy.

The interim sheriff  will serve as head of  
the Washington County Sheriff’s Office 
until the voters go to the polls on Aug. 4, 

WASHINGTON COUNTy

Police lieutenant 
picked for sheriff
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Interim Sheriff Keith Sexton, standing next to his wife Ashley, takes the oath of office from Washington 
County Chancellor John Rambo after being elected to the post by an unanimous vote of the County 
Commission on monday.

By Rick Wagner
KINGSPORT TIMES NEWS

NASHVILLE — Four Tri-
Cities school districts are 
among nearly 40 systems 
across the state to win grants 
from the Tennessee 
Department of  Education.

Hawkins County led the way 
with the highest number of  
grants and highest overall 
dollar amount.

‘’This funding will be used to 
purchase VEX IQ robots for 
each school and teacher pro-
fessional development and 
training,” Debbi Pressnell, 
grant writer for Hawkins 
County Schools, said Monday 
afternoon.

The other three systems are 
Washington County with two 
grants for the same school, 
giving it the most grant money 
of  any single school in the 
region, followed by Johnson 
City and Bristol each with one 
grant.

“This (middle schools) grant 
will allow teachers to address 
coding standards in a 
hands-on and engaging 
manner,” said Brittney 
Rhoton, STEM or science, 
technology, engineering and 

Area schools 
win portion 
of $800,000 
in state grants
Sulphur Springs, Indian 
Trail among recipients

By John Thompson
ELIZABETHTON BUREAU CHIEF
jthompson@johnsoncitypress.com

ELIZABETHTON — Sycamore 
Shoals State Historic Park, 1651 
W. Elk Ave., always has a lot of  
things going on besides telling 
the history of  the region. That is 
particularly true as the holiday 
season begins.

The Watauga Valley Art 

League has just opened its 
annual Winterfest Art Show, 
which is set to run from Nov. 21 
through Dec. 5. Other events 
include an After Thanksgiving 
Day Hike through the park 
grounds on Friday, Nov. 26, to 
help walk off  some of  the extra 
calories of  the holiday feast. 
There are also some early tastes 
of  Christmas in store, including 
Christmastide Tours of  the 
Carter Mansion Dec. 3-5.

The Christmas Art Show pro-
vides an opportunity to find a 
really unique gift for someone 
special. The Art League was 
founded in 1969 and has over 100 

members in six counties of  
Northeast Tennessee. The 
league’s mission is to encourage 
artists and promote public 
interest in fine art through edu-
cation, networking and fellow-
ship among artists. League mem-
bers include art teachers, profes-
sionals, hobbyists, amateurs, and 
some who just love art.

Most of  the items in the 
Christmas Art Show are for sale 
and the wide variety of  subjects 
by the many artists whose works 
are on display make it likely that 
the search for a really 

Sycamore Shoals offering art, music, more
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Watauga Valley Art League member Ken Doak shows some of the exhibits of Vicki 
Fellers of mosheim. Fellers’ painting, “Winter mood,” at right, was awarded the 
People’s Choice Award. 

Plenty of holiday events, 
activities coming up  
at Elizabethton site

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

There’s a lucky married couple 
in the Tri-Cities whose nuptials 
didn’t allow for a grand event, 
and a local wedding photogra-
pher and florist are trying to 
track them down.

Why so lucky? They might be 
chosen for a free wedding. Yes, 
the whole kit and caboodle — 
photographer, florist, make-up 
and hair, dress and tux for the 
bride and groom, attire for 
bridesmaids and groomsmen, 
cake, a charcuterie board and DJ 
for the reception.

And it’s happening Dec. 12 at 
the International Storytelling 
Center, from noon until 4 p.m. 
Organizers are taking applica-
tions now, and the winning 
couple will be chosen Dec. 1.

Stella Trout, who owns Stellar 
Photography, and her friend 
Stephanie Thiel, owner of  Pretty 
Flowers LLC, have worked sev-
eral weddings together, so 
they’re pretty in tune with each 
other. They came up with the 
idea as a way to give back to a 
couple in the community.

“This is for someone who got 
married but didn’t have the 
whole experience,” Trout said. 
“It could have been delayed 

Want a real wedding?

Several wedding 
vendors have 
joined together to 
provide a free 
wedding for one 
lucky married 
couple who were 
unable to have an 
actual ceremony. 
These dresses 
were provided by 
Curvaceous 
Consignment, 
which will also 
provide the 
wedding dress for 
the giveaway.
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a big event, applications 
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