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WASHINGTON COUNTY COMMISSION

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Washington County 
Commissioners approved a $43.9 
million new general fund budget 
Monday that several members 

called a “quick fix” and a recipe 
for a future tax hike.

Commissioner Phil Carriger 
said the county needed to 
develop a long-term plan to 
address growth and revenue 
issues in the coming months. 
Without it, Carriger said the 
county could be staring at a 
property tax increase in the next 
fiscal year.

He said those important deci-
sions should be made in the 
coming months.

Commissioner Kent Harris, 
however, said that was not soon 
enough.

“We are going to be in this 
mess again,” Harris told his col-
leagues, noting the board was 
“doing the county a disservice” 
by passing the budget without 
cutting new positions and other 
new spending.

The county’s proposed budget 
for the new fiscal year, which 
begins on Thursday, was 
approved by a vote of  8-4, with 

Commissioners Jodi Jones and 
Steven Light absent. Harris 
joined Commissioners Danny 
Edens, Robbie Tester and Mike 
Ford in voting “no.”

Washington County Mayor Joe 
Grandy and Mitch Meredith, the 
county’s finance and administra-
tion director, offered a plan to fill 
a $3 million deficit by taking 
money from the capital projects 
fund and several restricted and 

From staff reports

Evelyn Boswell’s Law is 
among a number of  new laws 
in Tennessee designed to pro-
tect children that are set to go 
into effect on Thursday.

The act is named for a 
15-month-old Sullivan County 
child who died in December 
2019. Her body was not discov-
ered until many months later 
because her mother failed to 
report her missing to the 
authorities.

State Sen. Jon Lundberg, 
R-Bristol, sponsored the mea-
sure earlier this year to 
require a report of  a missing 
child be made to law enforce-
ment or to an appropriate 
authority within 24 hours of  
the child’s disappearance.

Under the new law, failure to 
report while demonstrating 
reckless disregard for the 
safety of  that child would be 
considered a Class A misde-

New laws 
to protect 
children 
effective 
Thursday
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A new Tennessee law named for 
Evelyn Boswell, a Sullivan County 
child whose disappearance went 
unreported for months, goes into 
effect Thursday.

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

In February, a hacker broke 
into a remote access program at 
a Florida city’s water treatment 
plant and briefly raised the 
amount of  lye from 100 parts per 
million to 11,100.

According to the Associated 
Press, a supervisor for the city of  

Oldsmar’s plant saw a mouse 
icon moving across a computer 
screen and tampering with the 
chemical. The employee man-
aged to reverse the change, and 
investigators said there was no 
danger to the public.

Treatment plants, the AP 
reported, use lye to treat water 
acidity, but in large quantities it 
can cause irritation and burns. 
Oldsmar officials, the AP said, 

disabled the remote-access 
system and noted that there were 
additional safeguards to prevent 
the chemical from getting in the 
water supply.

The incident garnered national 
attention and has sparked scru-
tiny of  the security of  the 
nation’s water infrastructure.

Locally, Johnson City officials 

Are Johnson City’s two water sources 
cybersecure? System’s director says yes
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An aerial photo shows the Watauga Water Treatment Plant, which is one of two 
treatment plants for Johnson City’s water supply.

By John Thompson
ELIZABETHTON BUREAU CHIEF
jthompson@johnsoncitypress.com

ELIZABETHTON — With 
three fireworks shows on dif-
ferent days in different locations, 
free music concerts, a 5K race, 
baseball, extended shopping in 
downtown stores, and a presenta-
tion of  an old-time USO show, 
there will be plenty to do in 
Elizabethton this Independence 
Day weekend.

It all gets started on Friday, 
July 2, with the monthly First 
Friday events, then takes off  on 
Saturday, July 3, with the 
Elizabethton Parks and 
Recreation Department once 
more holding its Independence 
Day celebrations at the Covered 
Bridge Park and the Carter 
County Car Club holding its 
weekly Cruise-In in downtown 
Elizabethton.

Many downtown stores will 
have extended hours into the eve-
ning on Friday. Some stores will 
have special sales and some will 
host artists who will be working 
on projects in the store. Other 
stores will have live music.

The Peddler’s Cart will be cele-
brating its ninth anniversary 
with door prizes and refresh-
ments. Klacie’s Candles & 
Boutique will have buy-one, 
get-one specials and patriotic 
gifts for children. Simple 
Blessings will have extended 

Music, fireworks, more

Above, the Jonesborough Repertory 
Theatre will bring its 1940s USO Radio 
Show to Elizabethton’s Bonnie Kate 
Theatre for seven performances over 
the Independence Day weekend. Left, 
the weekly Elizabethton Cruise-In will 
be held on Saturday on East Elk Avenue 
along with several other activities that 
day, culminating with a fireworks show 
from the Elk Avenue Bridge that night.
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Elizabethton plans to celebrate Independence Day with

See WATER, Page A2

See LAWS, Page A2See CELEBRATE, Page A2

Budget receives ‘quick fix’
Money taken from capital 
projects, other areas 
to fill $3 million deficit

See BUDGET, Page A2
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