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As Johnson City Schools 
prepare for the return to 
school, superintendent Dr. 
Steve Barnett shared some 
of  the district’s accom-
plishments from 2022 while 
looking forward to con-
tinuing improvements in 
2023.

LOOKING BACK
The biggest challenge 

that Johnson City Schools 
faced in 2022 was the tran-
sition to two middle 
schools, which involved 
returning fifth grade to the 
elementary schools and 
converting Indian Trail to 
a middle school serving 
grades 6-8. This transition 
also resulted in the reallo-
cation of  feeder schools, 
with three elementary 
schools feeding into Indian 
Trail on the north side of  
the city and eight feeding 
into Liberty Bell Middle 
School.

According to Barnett, 
this transition was by and 
large a success for the dis-
trict.

“Our transitions to two 
middle schools, with fifth 
grade going back to the ele-
mentary schools, I think, 
was a real positive for pro-
viding additional space in 
our middle schools for stu-
dents and community 

growth,” said Barnett. 
“Developmentally, it’s 
appropriate for students to 
be at the elementary 
schools in fifth grade. It’s 
also a real positive to have 
both our middle schools 
serving sixth, seventh and 
eighth grade, which has 
increased opportunities 
academically, as well as in 
extracurricular areas.”

Beyond this transition to 
two middle schools, 
Johnson City Schools have 
worked hard at completing 
a number of  construction 
projects and facility 
updates.

• The district updated 
and added several science 
classrooms at Indian Trail 
Middle School, making the 
campus facilities compa-
rable to those at Liberty 
Bell. Additional storage 
space was also added to the 
building.

• In total, the district 
added 20 classrooms to ele-
mentary schools.

• Four classrooms were 
added to South Side 
Elementary, as well as an 
addition that helps 

improve safety and ease of  
access to certain parts of  
the building. The district 
plans to have a ribbon-
cutting ceremony on this 
site in early January.

• Eight classrooms were 
added to Woodland 
Elementary, with updates 
to the driveway/carpool 
area, an overhaul of  the 
HVAC system and security 
upgrades being completed 
as well. The ribbon-cutting 
ceremony on this site is 
also planned for early 2023.

• At Lakeridge 
Elementary, construction 
work on eight new class-
rooms was completed, with 
a total overhaul of  the 

HVAC system still in the 
works that will continue 
into April.

• The district renovated 
the special education 
Comprehensive 
Development Classroom 
(CDC) spaces at Science 
Hill High School, 
improving the space for 
those students.

• Security updates and 
improvements are ongoing 
at Towne Acres 
Elementary, with work set 
to finish in early January.

The district is also cele-
brating several academic 
and administrative 

School leaders look back at 2022, plan for 2023
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Dr. Steve Barnett poses in the Board of Education’s meeting room at 
Central Office.
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A murder at a Unicoi 
County campground, a 
lawsuit alleging the mis-
handling of  rape cases 
and a kidnapping were 
among some of  the big-
gest crime stories from 
Washington and Unicoi 

counties in 2022.

MAN CHARGED WITH 
MURDER FOLLOWING 
SHOOTING AT UNICOI 
COUNTY CAMPGROUND

A man was charged 
with murder after the 
body of  a woman was 
found at a campground in 
Erwin in February.

Biggest 2022 crime 
stories from Washington, 
Unicoi counties

SARAH OWENS/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Protesters hold signs with a variety of messages outside the 
Municipal and Safety Building as the Johnson City Commission 
was holding its regularly scheduled meeting inside. The protest 
followed news of a lawsuit from former Special Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Kateri Dahl alleging that the Johnson City Police 
Department and the city conspired to fire her for pressing for an 
investigation into rape allegations.

JOHNSON CITY SCHOOLS

By MICHAEL R. SISAK  
and JILL COLVIN
Associated Press

Democrats in Congress 
released thousands of  
pages of  former President 
Donald Trump’s tax 
returns Friday, providing 
the most detailed picture 
to date of  his finances over 
a six-year period, including 
his time in the White 
House, when he fought to 
keep the information pri-
vate in a break with 
decades of  precedent.

The documents include 
individual returns from 
Trump and his wife, 
Melania, along with 
Trump’s business entities 
from 2015-2020. They show 
how Trump used the tax 
code to lower his tax obli-
gation and reveal details 
about foreign accounts, 
charitable contributions 

and the performance of  
some of  his highest-profile 
business ventures, which 
had largely remained 
shielded from public scru-
tiny.

The disclosure marks the 
culmination of  a yearslong 
legal fight that has played 
out everywhere from the 

Thousands of tax pages released after long fight with Congress
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Former President Donald Trump arrives to speak at an event at Mar-a-Lago on Nov. 18 in Palm Beach, 
Florida. Democrats in Congress have released six years’ worth of former President Donald Trump’s tax 
returns. 
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The report from the House Ways & Means Committee, regarding the 
IRS and former President Donald Trump’s tax returns, is 
photographed on Dec. 21. The release is the culmination of a 
yearslong effort to learn about the finances of a onetime business 
mogul who broke decades of political norms when he refused to 
voluntarily release the information as he sought the White House.

TRUMP TAX RETURNS

TOP CRIME STORIES

See SCHOOLS, Page A2

See CRIME, Page A7

See TAXES, Page A2

From staff reports

Annexation, elections 
and economic development 
were among some of  the 
top local issues we covered 
in 2022.

Here is a monthly break-
down of  those stories:

JANUARY
• Local officials ceremo-

niously flipped the switch 
on a second solar farm in 
rural Washington County. 
The facility is named for 
the late Ralph Martin and 
has 24,375 solar panels that 
track the sun each day.

• Johnson City leaders 
marked the completion of  
classroom additions at 
South Side Elementary 
School. Officials said the 
school’s four new second-
floor classrooms would 
help ensure there would be 
enough room for students 
at South Side as the school 
system prepared to 
transition to two middle 
schools.

FEBRUARY
• Jonesborough Police 

Chief  Ron Street told town 
officials he would be 
retiring from the 

department after more 
than five years. It was the 
third retirement for Street, 
who previously served as 
Johnson City’s chief  of  
police until he retired from 
that position in 2003 and as 
chief  deputy under former 
Carter County Sheriff  
Chris Mathes for eight 
years. He retired from that 
role in 2014.

MARCH
• Firefighters worked to 

contain a wildfire that 
burned for several days on 
Buffalo Mountain. At one 
point, the Tennessee 

Division of  Forestry esti-
mated the fire’s size at 108 
acres that spanned parts of  
Carter, Unicoi and 
Washington counties.

• Washington County 
commissioners voted to 
approve a $2 million 
allocation to help secure 
grants to create a regional 
meat processing center in 
Telford. The Appalachian 
Producers Cooperative, 
which is the first farmer-
owned cooperative 
established in Tennessee in 
more than 50 years, will 
operate the facility, which 

A look at some of the top local stories of 2022
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A wildfire on Buffalo Mountain burns near Bill Garland Road in 
March. See STORIES, Page A7

OBITUARIES

Walters dies
Legendary TV news 
pioneer Barbara 
Walters dead at 93.  A6
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