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Flag on the fields
WASHINGTON COUNTY BUDGET COMMITTEE

Officials delay action on Crockett, Boone stadium work
By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

The Washington County 
Budget Committee put off  action 
Wednesday on a request from the 
county’s Board of  Education to 
move $4.5 million from its educa-
tion capital funds to cover 
upgrades to the county’s two 

high school football stadiums.
Committee members said they 

needed more information on how 
using capital dollars to replace 
the home-side bleachers at 
Daniel Boone and David Crockett 
high schools, which is estimated 
to cost between $3.25 million and 
$3.5 million for both, might 

$4.5M: Capital funds 
the school board wants 
for upgrades to high 
school football sta-
diums
$3.25M-$3.5M: 
Estimated portion to 
replace home-side 
bleachers at Boone 
and Crockett
$1.5M: Portion to 
install synthetic turf at 
the stadiums
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 Washington County Director of Schools Jerry Boyd, right, 
and Brad Hale, the county schools budget director, 
address the county's Budget Committee on Wednesday.See FIELDS, Page A2

RESTORING THE MAJESTIC PARK MURAL

A brush
with 

history
Original artist returns to 

restore Majestic Park mural

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Johnson City native Bill 
Bledsoe remembers catching 
matinees every Saturday at 
downtown’s old Majestic 
Theatre. It’s where he saw 
“Jaws,” “Raiders of  the Lost 
Ark” and “Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory.”

The theater opened in 1921 
with 880 seats and remained a 
staple for local moviegoers until 
it closed in 1981. A partial cave-in 
of  the theater’s roof  was the final 
straw for the aging building, and 
it was ultimately demolished in 
1996.

Bledsoe is a proponent of  his-
toric preservation, and at the 
time, he recalls, there were a lot 
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Artist Bill Bledsoe is touching up the lines in a mural he 
originally painted on the side of the Kress building in 
downtown Johnson City in the mid-1990s. See BRUSH, Page A3

Manager:
Rocky Fork 
‘has what it 
takes’ to be 
top draw

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

Tim Pharis was officially wel-
comed to the Lamar Alexander 
Rocky Fork State Park manager 
position on Wednesday by 
Tennessee State Park personnel 
and park name-
sake former Sen. 
Lamar Alexander.

Rocky Fork 
State Park was 
officially desig-
nated as a state 
park in 2012 and 
was opened in 
2015. It became the 
Lamar Alexander Rocky Fork 
State Park in 2019, after former 
Gov. Bill Haslam named the park 
in honor of  Alexander.

“Every now and then amidst 
the political controversy that we 
see on television, people get 
together to do a good thing, and 
this is a good example of  that,” 

Trio of sales 
tax holidays 
put premium 
on savings

Contributed to the Press
     
A veteran state legislator is 

urging Tennessee residents to 
take advantage of  the state’s new 
and traditional sales tax holi-
days.

State Sen. Rusty Crowe, 
R-Johnson City, issued a state-
ment on Wednesday reminding 
Tennesseans that the traditional 
state sales tax holiday begins at 
12:01 a.m. on July 30. The 16th 
annual tax holiday on clothing, 
school supplies and computers 
will run through 11:59 p.m. on 

LAMAR ALEXANDER 
ROCKY FORK STATE PARK

In delayed official welcome, 
Pharis points to park potential

Pharis

See PARK, Page A2

TENNESSEE

• Traditional 3-day tax break
• One week on food items
• A year on gun safety items

See HOLIDAY, Page A2

Court document 
cites Snapchat 
messages. B1
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