
Weekend Hours Now Available in Johnson City

Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.  |  Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

www.appalachianorthopedics.com  |  (423) 434-6300  

BE SEEN SAFELY FOR ALL OF YOUR  
ORTHOPEDIC NEEDS

Manhattan  
DA empanels 
grand jury. A3

Advancing ...
• ’Topper girls tennis earns finals berth.  B1

• SHHS baseball rolls past Brighton.  B1

SPRING FLING NEW YORK COURTS

INSIDE

Classified ads  B5
Comics  B9
Editorial  A4
Fun & Games  B8
JC history  A7

Local  A5, A7
Sportswaves  B2
Stocks  A5
Tastes  B10
TV listings  A9

Wade C. Miller
JOHNSON CITY
Rondal “Ron” Clay Lovelace
ERWIN
Marie (Adkins) Bennett

GRAY
Sylvia Bailey Bowser
GREENEVILLE
Dr. Carolyn Hawkins Brown
     

JONESBOROUGH
Mary Sue Miller
KINGSPORT
Robert “Jr.” Hyatt

DEATHS A6

To suggest a story, call 722-1330

To buy a classified ad, call 722-0509

For display advertising, call 929-3111

To subscribe, call 722-0510

CONTACT US 

High

87
Low

62

WEATHER A3

Mostly
sunny

Johnson City Press
TRI-CITIES, TENNESSEE   |   johnsoncitypress.com     WEDNESDAY, MAY 26, 2021   |   $1.00

Ballad investing in ‘partners’
By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

Ballad Health is investing $2 
million in 21 organizations 
across Northeast Tennessee and 
Southwest Virginia to address 

societal ills like food insecurity 
and substance abuse, which can 
have a debilitating impact on 
kids, families and adults.

The health system highlighted 
those organizations during a 
virtual press conference on 
Tuesday.

“As we’ve gone down this 
journey ... to really pivot from 
being just a health care delivery 
system to a community health 
improvement organization, we 
learned very early that we have 
to get out of  ourselves and really 
rely on all of  the wonderful com-

munity partners across the 
Appalachian Highlands,” said 
Paula Masters, the system’s vice 
president of  population health 
programs.

Historically, Masters said, 
health systems tend to work 
alongside local organizations to 
support their work. With its 

‘We learned very early that we have to get out of ourselves 
and really rely on all of the wonderful community partners.’

PAULA MASTERS, Ballad Health

Health system providing $2M to community organizations

See PARTNERS, Page A2

They’ve 
made ‘kind’ 
kind of a 
big deal

Contributed to the Press

    
Kindness has always been an 

important part of  the culture at 
Johnson City’s Woodland 
Elementary School. During the 
2020-21 school year, though, 
Woodland faculty and students 
tried to emphasize a caring atti-
tude more than usual.

“Our Kindness Matters cam-
paign has been a tremendous 
success,” Woodland Principal 
Karen Reach said. She added that 
the school’s Student Council 

ETSU Health 
offers more 
chances for 
one-shot vax 
From staff reports

    
ETSU Health announced a 

slew of  walk-in COVID-19 vacci-
nation events throughout the 
month of  June on Tuesday, in 
addition to an event on Saturday.

The events will all use the one-
shot Johnson & Johnson vaccine, 
which was approved for use in 
those 18 and older after a brief  
pause last month. Faculty, stu-
dents and staff  from ETSU 
Health colleges, including 
Quillen College of  Medicine, Bill 
Gatton College of  Pharmacy, the 
College of  Nursing and the 

WOODLAND ELEMENTARY

CONTRIBUTED

Students at Woodland Elementary 
School made an extra effort during the 
2020-21 school year to promote 
kindness at school and at home.

School’s Kindness Matters 
campaign enlists students 
for ‘a beautiful process’ 

See KIND, Page A2

See VAX, Page A2

WWII 
tech 
tells   
a tale
Some angles favoring Star 
Wars more than the World 
War, B-29 ‘FIFI’ a story of  
then-advanced technology
By Mike Still
KINGSPORT TIMES NEWS
mstill@timesnews.net

BLOUNTVILLE — Sean 
Lucart may not be FIFI’s regular 
pilot, but he takes pride in 
showing folks around the 
restored Boeing B-29 
Superfortress.

Lucart, a former USAF C-130 
Hercules transport pilot, is also a 
volunteer pilot with the 
Commemorative Air Force and 
was on rotation with this week’s 
CAF Air Power Tour at the Tri-
Cities Aviation ramp.

FIFI arrived at Tri-Cities 
Airport a day early Monday, and 
Lucart led an impromptu tour of  
the former Army Air Force stra-
tegic bomber while her tempo-
rary crew got ready for the first 
day of  public viewing.

Climbing inside FIFI is not as 
easy as boarding a modern air-
liner, as Lucart showed how to 
dodge around the front pair of  
bomb bay doors and up a narrow 
ladder between two dummy 
bombs and into the front cabin. 
Inside, the legroom was better 
than in a modern airliner. Seats 
and panels for the navigator and 
flight engineer were well behind 

MIKE STILL/                         

KINGSPORT TIMES NEWS

At top, looking like the 
blaster turret seat from Star 
Wars’ Millennium Falcon, 
this seat in the B-29 allowed 
a single gunner to control 
multiple gun turrets with an 
early computerized gun 
sight. At far left, the cockpit, 
and at left, the narrow 
tunnel crew members used 
to move between the front 
and rear compartments.See WWII, Page A2
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