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On average, approximately 25% 
of  people living in the eight-
county region of  Northeast 
Tennessee have received at least 
one dose of  an available 
COVID-19 vaccine.

But, in order 
to achieve a 
reasonable 
degree of  herd 
immunity, 
regional 
leaders want to 
see that 
number climb 
much higher.

Region 
AHEAD, a collaboration of  local 
business officials and organiza-
tions, is championing the “Take a 
Shot on Life” campaign, which 
aims to get 75% of  the regional 
population vaccinated against 
COVID-19.

“A lot of  people are getting 
vaccinated, but there’s a lot of  
people that are not,” said Andy 
Dietrich, one of  the group’s orga-

nizers. “They’re 
either scared of  
it, or they’re 
unsure of  it.”

The First 
Tennessee 
Development 
District recently 
received a 
$540,000 grant 
from the Blue 
Cross Blue 
Shield of  
Tennessee 
Foundation to 
help fund the 
initiative, which 
will pay for two 
vaccine vans 
and a broad 
messaging cam-
paign. Ballad 

Health will donate a third van.
Those vehicles will travel to 

locations across the region — 
such as churches, retirement 
communities or businesses — to 
administer vaccines.

For convenience, Dietrich said, 
organizers hope to administer 

Campaign aims to get 75% of region vaccinated
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A worker at the Freedom Hall Civic Center vaccination site takes down a patient’s 
information as she moves through the line. An effort by Region AHEAD will use 
vans to bring COVID-19 vaccinations to locations such as churches, retirement 
communities or businesses.

Dietrich

Vaccines on wheels
Inside

President Biden 
and the head of 
the CDC warn 
against letting 
off COVID-19 
precautions too 
soon. A8

Highway travel 
is increasing in 
the U.S. as 
people feel 
more 
comfortable. A8

The pandemic 
may have 
hidden 
numerous child 
abuse cases. A8

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Northeast Tennessee’s sev-
en-day novel coronavirus test 
positivity rate rose to 12.86% 
on Monday, the highest it’s 
been since late January.

Since falling to a low of  
7.02% on March 8, the region’s 
seven-day positivity rate has 
increased by 83.1%, crossing 
the 12.5%-mark for the first 
time since Jan. 23 on Saturday. 
The rising positivity rate cor-
responds with a slight 
decrease in testing, though 
new cases are also up signifi-
cantly in recent weeks — indi-
cating the increase is more so 
due to higher circulation of  
the virus in the community 
than a decline in testing.

In the three weeks leading 
up to March 8, the region was 
averaging about 848 new tests 

Region’s 
positivity 
rate, cases 
increasing
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Local veterans of  the Vietnam 
War were honored for their ser-
vice at an event Monday at the 
Johnson City/Washington 
County Veterans Memorial.

Officials from American 
Legion Kings Mountain Post 24 
held a Vietnam Veterans Day cer-
emony that also paid tribute to 
the 58 military service members 
from Washington County who 
were killed in the war.

One of  the Vietnam War dead 
listed at the top of  a monument 
at the veterans memorial, located 
at the west end of  Kiwanis Park 
at the corner of  West Market 
Street and Veterans Way, is 
Harold Gene Ayers.

He grew up near the 
Nolichucky River on Tenn. 
Highway 107 before volunteering 
for the Army.

Ayers was killed in action on 
Jan. 24, 1966. His brother, Johnny 
Ayers, is a Vietnam-era Army 
veteran who served in West 
Germany. 

The brothers, like their father 
— a World War II veteran — were 
all members of  1st Infantry 
Division.

Johnny Ayers rang a bell on 

Monday for his brother and each 
of  the other 57 service members 
from Washington County as their 
names were read aloud at the 
ceremony.

“I very proud of  my brother, 
and all who 
served in 
that war,” 
Ayers said.

National 
Vietnam 
War 
Veterans 
Day is 
observed 
annually on 
March 29 to 
honor the 9 
million men 
and women 
who served 
in the mili-

tary during that period of  time. 
More than 2.7 million served in 
country, and 770,000 of  those 
Vietnam War veterans are living 
today.

Records show 58,000 were 
killed and more than 304,000 
U.S. service personnel were 
wounded in Vietnam, and 1,253 
are still listed as missing in 
action.

Monday’s Vietnam War 
Veterans Day observance also 
included a Missing Man Table 
presentation by the Vietnam 
Veterans of  America, Chapter 
979, which featured a table for 
one, covered in a white cloth with 
an American flag.

On the table sits a single red 
rose in a vase with a red ribbon 
around it, one candle, a Bible and 
a single chair.

Vietnam Veterans Day
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Vietnam-era veteran Johnny Ayers rang a bell for his brother, Harold Gene Ayers, 
and 57 other service members from Washington County who were killed in 
Vietnam.

Local veterans salute Vietnam veterans at the Johnson City/Washington County 
Veterans Memorial located at Kiwanis Park.

Congresswoman 
Diana 

Harshbarger 
poses for a photo 

with Fred 
Roundtree, a 

member of the 
American Legion’s 

Kings Mountain 
Post 24.

A member of the 
Vietnam Veterans 

of America, 
Chapter 979, 

holds up a Bible 
from the Missing 

Man Table 
presentation at 

Monday’s event.

Service members for Southeast Asian war, 
those lost in conflict remembered in ceremony
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