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COVID clash
Scientists are struggling to understand

competition between delta, omicron.  D5

COVID-19

Conspiracy 

theories paint 

false picture. A4

JAN. 6 ATTACK ON THE CAPITOL

Rails in the water
WATAUGA LAKE SAILING CLUB FROSTBITE RACE

BECKY CAMPBELL/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

“The best wind 
we’ve ever had” 

and temperatures 
in the upper 70s 
greeted 12 boats 

and their crews 
for the 22nd 

Frostbite Race   
on Watauga Lake. 

Bill and Adair 
Murdoch won 

the race, though 
the crew had 

some concerns, 
expecially when 
the boat leaned 

into the wind. 

Happy New 
Year! After 
story, Ellie  
has a home
Dog injured in attack finds 
forever home Christmas Eve
From staff reports

    
Ellie, the three-legged dog once 

in need of  a home, was adopted 
on Christmas Eve.

Last week the Press published 
Ellie’s story as told by 
Washington County Humane 
Society Program Director Halee 
Robinson.

Ellie was a normal dog living a 
normal life until she was 
attacked by another dog and was 
so severely injured that she lost 

Man facing
20 charges 
in custody; 
hearing set
Prosecutors seek to revoke 
Morris’ bond; charged 
with rape, stalking, more 
By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

Wayne Morris Sr. — facing 
charges including stalking, rape, 
attempted kidnapping and mul-
tiple violations of  an order of  
protection — is back in custody.

He was being held without 
bond until a bond hearing 
Monday at 10 a.m. Prosecutors 
have asked the court to revoke 
the $141,000 bond Morris had pre-
viously posted.

Details of  his arrest were 
unavailable, but Morris Sr. was 

CONTRIBUTED

Ellie, injured so severely when attacked 
by another dog that she lost a leg, has 
been adopted.

See ELLIE, Page A2

See CUSTODY, Page A2

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

There was a lot of  tacking 
and jibing — zigging and zag-
ging in layman’s terms — going 
on at the 22nd annual Frostbite 
sailboat race.

One thing not going on was 
frostbite.

Saturday proved to be a great 
day for sailing as 12 captains 

and their crews set out for the 
Jan. 1 tradition on Watauga 
Lake, according to Ed Lockett, 
the safety boat captain.

“This is the most exciting 
race we’ve had in several years 
… it’s the best wind we’ve ever 
had,” he said. Spotters on the 
safety boat clocked winds at a 
pretty steady 19 to 21 knots — 
21 to 24 mph for non-sailors — 
but there were some pretty 
strong gusts as well.

First-time competitor Jay 
Emberton said he was just 
hoping to learn a few things 
from the seasoned sailors in 
the race. Emberton and his 
wife, Suzanne, acquired their 
sailboat earlier this year and 
have had it out several times, 
he said.

Unfortunately for Emberton, 
a ripped sail cut his run short.

A ripped sail didn’t stop 

No frostbite, 
but steady 
wind fills 
boats’ sails

See SAILS, Page A2
ED LOCKETT

safety boat captain

This is the 
most 

exciting 
race we’ve 

had in 
several 
years.

It’s a busy year for voters
By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Voters in Tennessee will face a 
busy mid-term election season 
in 2022, with races for local, 

state and federal offices on the 
ballot.

The first election contest 
comes on May 3, when voters 
will go to the polls to decide pri-
maries for county offices and 
local judicial posts. Offices on 

the ballot in Washington County 
are:

• All 15 seats on the County 
Commission;

• Three seats each in the 1st 
and 3rd districts of  the county’s 
Board of  Education;

• County mayor;
• Trustee;
• County clerk;
• Register of  Deeds;
• Circuit Court clerk;
• Sheriff;
• Chancellor;
• Circuit Court judge;

May, August, November contests include crowded ballots

See VOTERS, Page A2
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