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‘Learn to live with it,’ Lee says 
COVID-19 IN TENNESSEE

Tennessee Gov. 
Bill Lee listens 
to a reporter’s 
question after 

speaking Tuesday 
morning.

SCREENSHOT/
LIVESTREAM

From staff and wire reports
     
Gov. Bill Lee declared the 

COVID-19 crisis over in 
Tennessee on Tuesday as he 
announced the end of  statewide 
public health orders and ended 

county authority to issue mask 
mandates, saying the virus is 
now a “managed public health 
issue.”

COVID-19 is “no longer a state-
wide public health emergency,” 
Lee said in a statement 

announcing the end of  the state-
wide orders. “As Tennesseans 
continue to get vaccinated, it’s 
time to lift remaining local 
restrictions, focus on economic 
recovery and get back to busi-
ness in Tennessee.”

And as for COVID-19, he said 
“we have to learn to live with it 
just like we do any risk.”

As part of  the announcement, 
Lee also signed executive order 
80, which ends counties’ 
authority to mandate the use of  
face masks, requires local health 
departments to offer walk-up 

• Governor lifts statewide   
   COVID-19 health orders 

• Ends most counties’ 
   mask mandate authority

• Sets aside ‘Tennessee 
   Pledge’ business guides

See COVID-19, Page A2

Will Walnut 
upgrades 
burden Tree 
Streets?

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

With West Walnut Street get-
ting ready for some major 
upgrades, residents of  Johnson 
City’s Tree Streets neighborhood 
are excited.

But they remain mindful of  
any potential impact on traffic 
and pedestrians.

Sam Pettyjohn is the head of  
the traffic committee for the Tree 
Streets neighborhood. He wants 
to be sure the city maximizes the 
amount of  safe pedestrian access 
to and from the neighborhood, 
including crossings at University 
Parkway to East Tennessee State 
University.

Although the crossing at West 
Walnut Street will be eliminated, 
Johnson City Public Works 
Director Phil Pindzola said 
pedestrians will be able to cross 
University Parkway at a new 
traffic signal to be installed at 
West Pine Street.

Left-hand turns from West 
Walnut Street to University 
Parkway will be blocked by a 
median running up University.

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Before voting to approve a pay-
ment-in-lieu-of-taxes deal that 
they hope will lure an interna-
tional auto components manu-
facturer to Telford, Washington 
County commis-
sioners heard a 
status report on 
three existing 
PILOT agree-
ments.

The data shows 
how those firms 
— Koyo/JTEKT, 
Dentsply Sirona 
and Ebm-papst — are faring 
under the terms of  those pay-
ment-in-lieu-of-taxes arrange-
ments.

Commissioners voted 13 to 1 on 
Monday to sign a PILOT with an 
unnamed company, which is 
being called “Project Stamp,” 
that could result in 206 new jobs 
coming to the Washington 
County Industrial Park. Before 
they made that decision, County 
Attorney Allyson Wilkinson 
updated commissioners on the 
PILOTs the county is currently 
engaged in.

Wilkinson reminded commis-
sioners that PILOTs are effec-
tively agreements that allow the 
Washington County Industrial 
Development Board, with the 
authorization of  the County 
Commission, to obtain owner-
ship of  industrial property under 
negotiated terms and exempt it 
from the county’s property tax 
levy for a specified period.

• Koyo Bearings North America/
JTEKT North American Corp.

Background: Koyo, now known 
as JTEKT, is a global leader in 

Capitol idea
DAVID FLOYD/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Johnson City officials expect the traffic 
control measures implemented as part 
of the West Walnut Street rehab will 
help discourage traffic from traveling 
through the Tree Streets neighborhood.

WEST WALNUT PROJECT

Residents fear traffic  
will increase; city doesn’t 
anticipate big change 

See BURDEN, Page A2

Erwin theater’s new owner has a

The show
 will go on,
just with a
new twist

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

As the old saying goes, the show 
must go on. And now that the 
Capitol Theatre has officially been 
purchased, it will.

Robert Fury, a real estate investor 
who moved to Unicoi last May, 
bought the historic Erwin theater 
for $100,000 with plans to renovate it 
into a live music venue. Fury, 
Rhonda Williamson and Justin 
Valentine will serve as the venue’s 
management team.

“What we want to do is turn it 
into the best live music in the whole 
area, and we think we can pull 
really big acts, like Nashville-
quality acts, here,” Fury said.

The Capitol Theatre opened in 
1940, and served as a family-owned 
movie theater until the roof  was 
damaged by heavy snowfall in 
December 2018. The cost of  repairs 
to the roof  were too high for the 

KAYLA HACKNEY/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

    
Owner Robert 
Fury said the cost 
of repairing 
damage to the 
roof done by 
heavy snow in 
2018 is estimated 
to be $150,000, 
but he believes it 
can be done for 
less. At left, the 
Capitol Theatre 
opened in 1940 
and served as a 
family-owned 
theater until the 
snow damage.

See CAPITOL, Page A2

WASHINGTON 
COUNTY COMMISSION

Commission 
gets update 
on PILOT 
progress
County attorney reviews  
payment-in-lieu-of-taxes 
agreements now in place

Wilkinson

See PILOT, Page A2
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