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Adult trial ordered for teen

JOHNSON CITY PRESS

A Juvenile Court judge ordered Darius 
Adler, 17, to be tried as an adult in the 
March 10 shooting death of Daniel King 
at Plymouth Ridge Apartments.

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

A Johnson City teenager 
charged with first-degree 
murder will be tried as an adult 
and have his case transferred 
from Johnson City Juvenile 
Court to Washington County 

Criminal Court.
Darius Adler, 17, is charged 

with first-degree murder, espe-
cially aggravated robbery, pos-
session of  a schedule III drug for 
resale and simple possession of  
schedule IV drug.

Adler is accused of  shooting 
Daniel King on March 10 in the 
parking lot of  Plymouth Ridge 

Apartments, 2560 Plymouth 
Road, where the two reportedly 
planned to meet so Adler could 
buy a gun from King. According 
to police testimony, Adler’s 
intention was to rob King.

Certain criteria must be met in 
order to transfer a case from 
Juvenile Court to Criminal 
Court, one of  which for a child of  

17 is that the court finds probable 
cause that the child committed 
the delinquent acts.

“(Adler) said he had arranged 
for the purchase of  a gun, told 
the detective that he had shot 
Daniel King with the Taurus 
9mm gun for money, said that he 
shot him 17 times, told the inves-
tigator that he took his soul,” 
said Johnson City Juvenile Court 

17-year-old charged in man’s March 10 shooting death

See TRIAL, Page A2

JC’s the 
big dog 
... park 
winner

From staff reports

    
Johnson City has won the 

$100,000 grand prize Friday from 
the Boyd Foundation to build a 
dog park in downtown Johnson 
City.

Fifteen communities across the 
state won Boyd Foundation 
grants to build or improve dog 
parks.

“Dozens of  communities 
worked all year long to organize 
residents, coordinate with local 
officials, mobilize on social 
media, and host pet-friendly 
events to compete to win a 
$25,000 grant to build or improve 
an existing dog park in their 
community,” the Boyd 
Foundation said Friday in 
announcing the winners.

“One community, Johnson 
City, who went above and beyond 
the requirements, will receive 
the $100,000 grand prize grant as 
one of  the ‘Most Dog-Friendly’ 
communities in Tennessee.”

Connect Downtown Johnson 
City in conjunction with the 
Johnson City Development 
Authority applied for the grant 
earlier this year.

Randy and Jenny Boyd, with 
the Boyd Foundation, said 15 
communities across Tennessee 
will be awarded grants totaling 
more than $400,000 “to help make 
our state the most pet-friendly in 
the nation.”

“Jenny and I love to see the 
enthusiasm for our pets from so 
many Tennessee communities 
who competed for these grants,” 
said Randy Boyd, co-founder of  
The Boyd Foundation. “We are 
honored to support them in their 

DOG PARK DASH

Connect Downtown effort 
fetches $100K from Boyd 
Foundation for dog park

ETSU honors longtime leader
WILSIE BISHOP

Teacher, dean, vice 
president, interim 
provost ... and soon, 
an honored retiree.
By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

After more than four decades 
with East Tennessee State 
University, Interim Provost and 
Senior Vice President for 
Academics Dr. Wilsie Bishop is 
calling it a career at the end of  
June.

In honor of  her dedication to 
the university, ETSU’s Board of  
Trustees named its 
Interprofessional Education and 
Research Center, also known as 
Building 60 on the Mountain 
Home Veterans Affairs campus, 
Bishop Hall. The university 
hosted a celebration on Friday, 
drawing a large crowd to con-
gratulate Bishop on her retire-
ment.

“I feel excited, I’m honored 
and, of  course, I’m humbled,” 
Bishop said Friday. “When 
(ETSU President) Dr. (Brian) 
Noland told me about it I was 
speechless. I love this building, 
and to me it’s a symbol of  our 
interprofessional education — to 
me its a symbol of  what happens 
when people work together in 
teams because the five health sci-
ences colleges came together to 
make this happen, and the five 
health sciences colleges have 
classwork in there, students 
learn together in there.

JONATHAN ROBERTS/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Above, Wilsie 
Bishop looks 
on as Dr. Randy 
Wykoff, dean 
of the College 
of Public Health, 
speaks during her 
celebration on 
Friday. At left, a 
portion of the 
large crowd 
gathered 
to celebrate 
Bishop’s career.See BISHOP, Page A2

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

With virus-related lockdowns 
keeping people home early on in 
the pandemic, Kay Baker found 
herself  doing some cleaning at 
home, thinking about ways to 
further reduce her single-use 

plastic waste — something she’s 

been trying to do to reduce her 

carbon footprint in recent years.

Baker, an occupational thera-

pist by trade, turned to her hus-

band, Matt, and said “Matt, I hav-

en’t found an all-purpose cleaner 

that’s plastic-free or waste-free, 

Couple creates eco-friendly cleaning product company
Johnson City 

couple Matt and 
Kay Baker created 
the Greene Llama 

company, which 
sells an all-purpose 

bathroom and 
glass cleaner using 

dissolvable 
packets.

CONTRIBUTED See COUPLE, Page A2

Four days. 41 agencies. 1,000 acres.

And no trace.
A7

See DOG PARK, Page A2
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