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By JONATHAN ROBERTS
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Johnson City employees’ pay-
checks were delayed Friday by a 
lengthier time needed to review 
payroll, City Manager Cathy Ball 
said in a statement Friday.

According to Ball, while checks 

have traditionally been deposited 
Thursday evening or Friday 
morning, staff  had to spend more 
time reviewing the payroll “due 
to the July 4th holiday and the 
ways in which that affected 
employee pay.”

“This caused the file to be sent 
to the bank Thursday evening, 

which is later than normal. Many 
employees’ checks have now been 
deposited, and our bank has 
assured us that all employees 
whose financial institutions are 
on eastern standard time will 
receive direct deposits by 6 p.m. 
today,” Ball’s statement said.

Ball said the city transferred to 

a new software system in April 
and has been working “continu-
ously to modify, improve and cor-
rect payroll issues.”

“We understand and share our 
employees’ frustrations,” Ball 
said.

The Press asked about the 
status of  employee paychecks 

after an anonymous city employee 
reached out to bring attention to 
the delay.

Ball said the city has reassigned 
staff  to “focus solely on suc-
cessful implementation of  the 
new software, with the highest 
priority being rectifying employee 
pay issues.”

JC workers’ pay delayed by holiday, payroll system issues

By KAYLA HACKNEY
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

Three people are dead and two 
more are injured after two sepa-
rate accidents in Unicoi County 
this week.

According to a preliminary 
report released Friday by the 
Tennessee Highway Patrol, a 
motorcycle driven by Shawn Hill, 
of  Elizabethton, crossed the cen-
terline of  Simerly Creek Road and 
struck a Subaru Outback being 
driven by Joseph Sneyd, of  
Unicoi, just after 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday.

According to the report, a 
second motorcycle, driven by 
Michael Holtsclaw of Johnson 
City, was unable to stop and 
struck Hill’s motorcycle.

The report states that Hill and a 
passenger, Tiny Nunley, also of  
Elizabethton, were killed in the 
accident. Holtsclaw and Sneyd 
were injured.

Hill, Nunley and Holtsclaw 
were all wearing helmets at the 
time of the crash according to the 
report.

Three dead, 
two injured 
after wrecks 
in Unicoi
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The wait is almost over, as 
Science Hill football will open 
their home football season by 
hosting Anderson County on 
Friday, Aug. 26. The ‘Toppers 
will start their season the week 
before when they travel to 
Elizabethton on Friday, Aug. 19.

Reserved tickets for the five 
home contests are available at 
two price points. Tickets in 
Section E, which is on the center 
of  the home side, can be pur-
chased for $80. General reserved 
seating in Section C, D, F and G 
are $50. These tickets can be pur-
chased at https://gofan.co/app/
events/season/14791.

Home games:
Aug. 26 – Anderson County
Sept. 2 – West Ridge
Sept. 23 – Maryville
Sept. 30 – Morristown East
Oct. 28 – Dobyns-Bennett

Science Hill 
football season 
tickets available

See FATAL, Page A2

By JOHN THOMPSON
jthompson@johnsoncitypress.com

ELIZABETHTON — The 
Bonnie Kate Theater continues 
to make improvements in 
downtown Elizabethton, but its 
latest endeavor is a first for the 
nearly century-old facility.

A community theater is just 
getting started up. 
Appropriately, the new organi-
zation is named the Bonnie 
Kate Community Theater. The 
first play the organization will 
present is a classic that is 
always popular: “Arsenic and 
Old Lace,” written by Joseph 
Kesselring.

The first auditions for the 

first play will take place on 
Monday and Tuesday, Aug. 8-9, 
from 6:30 to 8:30 each night. The 
show dates are set for Oct. 14, 
15, 16, 21, 22 and 23. The Sunday 
performances will be matinees.

Auditioners are welcome to 
attend either date. It is not nec-
essary to prepare a monologue, 
as auditions will be reading 
from the script. Auditioners 
are asked to discuss any 
schedule conflicts they may 
have. There is a large cast to 
fill, and many crew positions 
are available. This play can 
cast adults and mature teens, 
but no children.

Auditions begin for first Bonnie Kate Community Theater play 

JOHN THOMPSON/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

The Friends of the Bonnie Kate will be holding auditions on Monday and 
Tuesday for the play Arsenic and Old Lace, which will be presented in October. 
These Friends are (from left to right): Renee Christian, assistant director; 
Robert Clark, set designer; and Marcia Ross, director. They are also on the 
lookout for people who want to be a part of the new community theater.

See THEATER, Page A2

DOLLYWOOD PARKS & RESORTS

By J.H. OSBORNE
josborne@timesnews.net

P
IGEON FORGE — 
Dolly Parton 
announced the newest 
addition to Dollywood 

Parks & Resorts, the $25 million 
Big Bear Mountain, a nearly 
4,000-foot-long roller coaster 
which allows guests to embark 
on an “unforgettable” expedi-
tion through the Smokies in 
search of  the elusive “Big 
Bear.”

Parton is “on park” this 
weekend for filming of  a televi-

sion special which will air on 
NBC this Christmas season. 
Parton described it as a “movie 
within a movie,” and said the 
plot revolves around the back-
stage goings on leading to and 
during a Christmas Special tele-
vision show featuring guests 

$25M ‘Big Bear Mountain’ coaster 
coming to Dollywood in 2023

J.H. OSBORNE/KINGSPORT TIMES-NEWS

Dolly Parton announces Dollywood’s new $25 million roller coaster, Big Bear 
Mountain, on Friday. The coaster is scheduled to open next spring.

COURTESY OF DOLLYWOOD

Dollywood’s Big Bear Mountain will be a nearly 4,000-foot-long roller coaster.

‘Unforgettable’

See DOLLYWOOD, Page A2

ONLINE
Watch video of the newest attraction 
announced Friday by Dollywood with 
this article at johnsoncitypress.com.
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