
Nobody delivers like we do.
James Feagins
Motorcycle fan. Pressroom employee for over 43 years. Pressroom Night Supervisor.

Because of our people, we deliver more than the news to our readers.
It’s just another way that we’re committed to our community.

www.johnsoncitypress.com

.

Infrastructure
established for 
ETSU/Ballad effort. A8

Sudden death
54 holes weren’t enough 
to determine this year’s champion.  B1

EAST TENNESSEE AMATEUR STRONG BRAIN INSTITUTE 

INSIDE

Appy League  B1
Classified ads  B5
Comics  B8
Editorial  A4
Fun & Games  B7
JC history  A5

Lottery  A2 
NASCAR  B1
On the Air  B2 
Rutledge  A5
TV listing  A7 
UT Vols  B1

Follow the Johnson City Press for breaking 
news, sports and information at johnsonci-
typress.com, on Facebook at facebook.
com/JohnsonCityPress and on Twitter at @
jcpress.

DEATHS A6

To suggest a story, call 722-1330

To buy a classified ad, call 722-0509

For display advertising, call 929-3111

To subscribe, call 722-0510

CONTACT US 

High

92
Low

65

WEATHER A3

Mostly sunny today; 
mostly clear tonight
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Jonesborough will host its 50th 
Jonesborough Days Festival this 
week to coincide with Fourth of  
July festivities. Attendees can 
expect a surplus of  family activi-
ties, live music, craft booths, sto-
rytelling, a patriotic parade, fire-
works and more.

The festival will take place in 
Historic Downtown 
Jonesborough on July 3 and 4. 
However, the celebration really 
begins with a Jonesborough 
Days Kick-off  Dinner on July 1 at 
Jimmy Neil Smith Park from 
6-8 p.m.

The Kick-off  Dinner menu will 
feature shrimp, sausage, corn, 
potatoes and crawfish, with fruit 
cobblers for dessert, according to 
the Jonesborough Days website. 
Tickets are $15 per person and 
can be purchased individually or 

as a table. Curbside pick-up is 
also available for to-go meals, 
and advanced tickets are recom-
mended. To purchase tickets visit 

https://townofjonesborough.
thundertix.com/events/186506.

Celebration of Fourth hits milestone
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A band plays on the Main Stage during a previous Jonesborough Days Festival.

How many MoonPies can you eat? Find out at the MoonPie Eating Contest, where 
there’s an age group for almost everyone.

WASHINGTON COUNTy COMMISSION MEETING

As the pageant of  our daily lives gets 
back to pre-“Interesting Times” levels, 
we need a place to stop, draw an 
unhurried breath, take our feet off  the 
pedals and, well, chill out.

Located at the heart of  Johnson 
City’s Med-Tech Corridor, The Roots 
Vietnamese Restaurant and Coffee 
Lounge is a calm oasis of  delicious food 
and quiet times where one can enjoy a 
cup of  excellent coffee or have a bite to 
eat while reviewing the past and con-
templating the future in an atmosphere 
of  Zen-like serenity.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
The entry to The Roots is surrounded 

by floor-to-ceiling tinted windows that 
add an additional quality of  airiness to 
a dining area that seats 40 or so seekers 

of  serenity. The cashier and takeout 
station is located along the dining 

area’s rear wall, its counter and cabin-
etry supporting several intricate coffee 
makers of  interesting design. The 
restrooms are accessed through a short 
hallway at right rear.

APPETIZER: SPRING ROLLS
Our server Christopher brought my 

dining partner and I our drinks and 
stayed around to answer any questions 
we’d have about The Roots’ menu. 
When dining on Southeast Asian cui-
sine, my dining partner always orders 
the spring rolls as a way to check on 
the kitchen’s preparation and presen-
tation of  their menu items. With spring 
rolls, you are looking for fresh, crisp 
and crunchy vegetables in your filling, 

Look to The Roots for serene Vietnamese cuisine

CONTRIBUTED/MYSTERY DINER

Bun Cha Gio Thit Nuong is a noodle bowl topped with grilled 
pork and fried egg rolls.

Ordering spring rolls is a way to check on a 
kitchen’s preparation and presentation.

MySTERy DINER

Fifty is nifty
Jonesborough Days 2021

By Robert Houk
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rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

Washington County commis-
sioners will face a full slate of  
issues when they meet Monday, 
with a continued debate on set-
ting a new county budget, 
appointing a redistricting com-
mittee and reviewing a list of  
waterline extension projects on 
their agenda.

The commission will meet at 
6 p.m. in the George P. Jaynes 
Justice Center.

Board Chairman Greg 
Matherly said the commission 
will likely take up a lengthy dis-
cussion on balancing the 
county general fund’s proposed 
new $43.9 million budget. 
Commissioners voted last week 
to reject a plan to balance the 
spending proposal by taking $3 
million in local option sales tax 
dollars from education and 
using it to plug a deficit.

Instead, commissioners 
requested the Budget 

Committee to 
look at 
spending cuts 
and reserve 
funds to fill 
the gap.

“I expect we 
will have a 
very in-depth 
discussion on 
the budget,” 
the chairman 

said. “Each budget year has its 
own special circumstances, and 
we’ve had deficits to fill before. 
This year we must decide if  we 
want to violate our own reserve 
policy in how much of  our fund 
balance to use.”

LOOKING FOR DIRECTION
Washington County Mayor 

Joe Grandy emailed all 15 com-
missioners on Friday and 
instructed them to “please 
bring your budget workshop 
booklets, ‘County Commission 
Draft 1’ and your recommended 

Budget deficit, 
redistricting 
take spotlight

Matherly

By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

County commissioners will 
have to wait a month to hear a 
presentation from BrightRidge 
officials on steps the utility 
plans to take to address noise 
complaints at a bitcoin mining 
operation in rural Washington 
County.

Board Chairman Greg 
Matherly said Friday 
BrightRidge officials have 
promised to offer solutions to 
the problem when commis-
sioners meet in July.

Officials from BrightRidge 
were asked to come to the 
board’s June meeting after com-
missioners heard from resi-
dents in the Limestone commu-
nity last month. Craig Ponder, 
pastor of  New Salem Baptist 
Church, said his congregation 
and neighbors of  the commu-
nity were being disturbed by 
the constant noise from the 
computers and cooling fans 

Bitcoin issue moved to July
Residents concerned 
about noise from 
mining operation 
in Limestone area

See DAyS, Page A2

See SERENE, Page A2

See BUDGET, Page A2

See BITCOIN, Page A2
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