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9,300 meals
Woodland Elementary students

make a difference for others.  E1

‘YOU’RE NEVER TOO LITTLE ...’

Bucs
take the 
SoCon 
crown

JOE AVENTO/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Jared Folks celebrates with his ETSU 
teammates while holding the Southern 
Conference championship trophy. 

ETSU wins first outright 
Southern Conference 
football championship 
By Joe Avento
SPORTS DIRECTOR
javento@johnsoncitypress.com

East Tennessee State’s football 
team made history on Saturday, 
and it came down to the last 
second.

The Bucs won their first out-
right Southern Conference 

championship 
with a 38-35 vic-
tory over 
Mercer, a result 
that wasn’t 
secured until 
Mercer missed 
a field goal on 
the game’s final 
play.

When Devin 
Folser’s kick 
sailed wide left, 
it set off  a wild 
celebration on 
the ETSU side-
line. Players 
stormed the 
field. The stu-
dent section 
went crazy and 
the Greene 
Stadium-record 
crowd of  10,594 

roared its appreciation.
Tears were flowing and emo-

tions were running high as the 
players ran around the field, 
high-fiving each other, hugging 
family members and celebrating 

A local flair
Shoppers urged to remember impact of 

spending at locally owned businesses

Cheers greet 
traditional 
Christmas 
tree lighting
Elizabethton ceremony 
marks first of five straight 
Saturdays of Christmas
By John Thompson
ELIZABETHTON BUREAU CHIEF
jthompson@johnsoncitypress.com

ELIZABETHTON — The 
Christmas season officially 
reached downtown Elizabethton 
at 6 p.m. Saturday.

That was when Maj. Margaret 
Eggers fulfilled her official 
duties as the official Christmas 
tree lighter for 2021 and turned 
on the lights on the giant Fraser 
fir that stands on the front lawn 
of  the University of  Tennessee 
Extension Office.

A large crowd had gathered 
underneath the 88-foot tree and 
cheered when the lights finally 
came on and the Bowers Family 
continued to sing Christmas 
songs from the big stage beside 
the tree.

Other groups who performed 
on the stage before the tree was 

THERE’S 
MORE

A missed field 
goal set off a 
wild celebration 
as the Bucs 
topped Mercer. 
C1    
“Ty came 
through”: Tyler 
Riddell picked 
the perfect 
time to have his 
best game. C1

Michael Short, the 
owner of Artisans’ 

Village, a fair 
trade retail store 

in downtown 
Johnson City, said 

the holiday 
season brings a 
lot of attention 

and foot traffic to 
his store, but he 
urges people to 

remember to 
support small 

businesses 
throughout the 

year. 
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‘You’re going to have genuine 
interactions with real people’

‘I feel like we put     
some punctuation 

on the season.’
RANDY SANDERS

ETSU coach

ELIZABETHTON

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

For every $100 you spend at 
locally owned businesses, $68 
stays in the community. At a 
national chain, a $100 trip results 
in a return of  only $43.

“That money goes to our 
schools, our roads, the quality of  
life that we’re able to offer in our 
community,” said Dianna 
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A large crowd gathered under the Fraser 
fir in downtown Elizabethton on 
Saturday evening for the lighting of the 
88-foot-tall tree.

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

On their wedding day, Nick 
and Jennifer Kelly took time to 
visit a place near and dear to 
their heart: Luke’s Pizza at 3111 
W. Market St.

Nick has worked at Luke’s 
Pizza for about eight years and 
was most recently the pizzeria’s 
manager. The restaurant was 

closed that Sunday, so the 
couple had a quiet moment to 
themselves before returning to 
the crowd at their celebration.

“We just snuck in here and 
had a couple beers by ourselves 
and enjoyed each other’s com-
pany,” Jennifer said.

Luke’s Pizza has been an 
important part of  the couple’s 
lives. Nick was working there 

Jennifer and Nick 
Kelly recently 
purchased Luke’s 
Pizza, 3111 W. 
Market St., from 
original owner 
Luke Siele.
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Luke’s Pizza changes owners, but keeps its heart

‘It’s not 
just family-
oriented. It 
very much 
feels like 
family.’

JENNIFER KELLY See PIZZA, Page A2See CROWN, Page A2

See LOCAL, Page A2

See TREE, Page A2
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