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Fly fishing experts were on hand to help visitors try their luck.

By Joe Avento
SPORTS DIRECTOR
javento@johnsoncitypress.com

BRISTOL — The South 
Holston River’s tailwaters 
are known around the 
country for trout fishing.

Keeping that reputation 
takes a lot of  work and the 
Tennessee Valley 
Authority, which manages 
the reservoir system of  
which the South Holston is 
part, takes it seriously.

The TVA put on an event 
Tuesday at the weir dam 
below South Holston Dam, 
bringing together several 
agencies and organiza-
tions with the same goal — 
preserving and promoting 
areas like the South 
Holston.

“Stewardship is one of  
TVA’s main missions,” 
said Dennis Baxter, an 
aquatic zoologist who 
manages river and reser-
voir compliance for TVA. 
“Basically to preserve an 
area like this and enhance 
it so we can have a fabu-
lous trout fishery out here.

“If  you come to the 
South Holston, more than

See FLY, Page A2
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Marvin “Buddy” Potter Jr. testifies in a 
Jonesborough courtroom on Tuesday in 
a post-conviction hearing for his wife 
and daughter.

Potter: 2012 
shooting an 
accident; 
throat cut 
‘on purpose’
As wife, daughter listen, 
Marvin Potter offers more 
details in double slaying
By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

There were few people in the 
courtroom to hear it, but Marvin 
“Buddy” Potter Jr. admitted from 
a witness stand that he shot a 
Mountain City man — acciden-
tally — but slit his throat with 

intent.
Potter, now 71, 

was in 
Washington 
County Tuesday 
to testify at a 
post-conviction 
hearing for his 
wife Barbara 
Potter, 69, and 
daughter Jenelle 
Potter, 38.

All three are 
serving two life 

sentences for the Jan. 31, 2012, 
shooting deaths of  Bill Payne, 36, 
and Billie Jean Hayworth, 23, 
inside the couple’s Johnson 
County home. Their young child, 
who Hayworth was holding when 
she was shot, was not injured.

Marvin Potter testified 
Tuesday that he only meant to 
talk to Payne but they struggled 
over a knife Payne pulled out and 
then Potter pulled out his gun.

He told Deputy District 
Attorney General Dennis Brooks 
that he reached for his gun and 
thought the hammer got caught 
and then the gun went off.

Payne was shot in the face just 
below his left eye.

“Did you accidentally slit his 
throat?” Brooks asked.

“No sir. I did that on purpose 
because of  the things they were 
saying about my daughter.”

He also said that until Tuesday, 

From Tuesday’s 
hearing:    
Deputy District 
Attorney General 
Dennis Brooks: 
“Did you             
accidentally slit     
his throat?”    
Marvin “Buddy” 
Potter Jr.: “No    
sir.  I did that on       
purpose because 
of the things they 
were saying about 
my daughter.”

See ACCIDENT, Page A2

From staff reports

    
Winged Deer Park’s Lakeside 

Concert Series showcases yet 
another popular Tri-Cities 
musical mainstay when Beach 
Nite Band takes the Lakefront 
Festival Plaza Goulding 
Amphitheater stage Thursday 
evening.

FEATURING CAROLINA BEACH MUSIC
The popular Beach Nite Band 

returns to Winged Deer Park’s 

lakefront bringing with them 

their danceable music and a 

humor-tinged show. Carolina 

beach music featuring soul, R&B, 

disco, blues, boogie, and 

WINGED DEER PARK

Lakeside Concert Series appropriately turns to the beach
The Beach Nite 
Band will bring 

danceable music 
and a humor-

tinged show to the 
Lakefront Festival 

Plaza Goulding 
Amphitheater 

stage Thursday.

CONTRIBUTED 

Smokes, noise up for vote
By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

This Thursday, Johnson City 
commissioners will cast their 
final vote on a smoking ban on 

public property and amendments 
to the city’s noise ordinance, 
which would make rules gov-
erning loud sounds easier to 
enforce.

The meeting will occur at 
6 p.m. at City Hall, 601 E. Main St.

FINES FOR SMOKING
Changes to Title 11 of  the city 

code would prohibit the use of  
tobacco or vapor products in 
public parks, playgrounds, green-
ways and any other city property 
accessible to youth. People vio-

lating the ban could face an up to 
$50 fine.

Smoking is already prohibited 
in parks as a result of  city policy, 
but because it’s not an ordinance, 
it is not comprehensively applied 
and can be difficult to enforce.

A law passed by the Tennessee 

See BEACH, Page A2

JOHNSON CITY COMMISSION

Smoking ban on public property, noise ordinance changes face final reading

See BAN, Page A2

CCSD asking for 
help in search for
missing woman. A8
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