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Jonesborough Days is back — 
and the massive crowds proved 
it.

Likely thousands of  people 
roamed through the town’s down-
town streets Saturday morning, 
entering into shops, getting food 
or browsing some of the many 

vendor tents set up along the 
town’s Main Street. Following last 
year’s cancelation, local business 
owners were excited for the festi-
val’s return, which also marked 
the 50th iteration of  the hugely 
popular festival.

“I feel like it’ll be the biggest 
crowd we’ve had in years, only 
because of  COVID, and every-
body wants to get out — all the 
restrictions have been dropped,” 

Jonesborough Barrel House 
Owner Ben Dean told the Press 
on Friday. “It’s just time to get 
back to normal life.”

Saturday’s crowd was likely 
the largest Jonesborough has 
seen since the start of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic, rivaled only 
by last month’s statehood cele-
bration that brought several 
thousand people to downtown 
Jonesborough.

The Jonesborough Days petting zoo was very popular among the younger 
attendees of the festival.

A storyteller performs for a crowd of 
people at the International Storytelling 
Center plaza.
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Jonesborough Days was likely the town’s largest event since the start of the coronavirus pandemic last year.

A stilt walker dressed as Uncle Sam 
attracted attention Saturday.

Back in the 

Days

Massive crowd gathers to celebrate Fourth

By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

ERWIN — Sabrina Todd loves 
to learn.

Todd, an Erwin native and 
recent Unicoi County High 
School graduate, is working as 

an intern at 
the Unicoi 
County Public 
Library, 
where she 
says there is 
no shortage 
of  learning. 
Between plan-
ning events, 
working cir-
culation and 

even learning some hands-on 
life skills like how to change the 
oil in her car at the UCPL, Todd 
still finds time to read, and said 
her current favorite book is 
“My Brother’s Keeper” by 
Unicoi County-based author 
Courtnee Turner Hoyle.

What interests you about working 
in a library?

Libraries are peaceful, orga-
nized and filled with books and 
lovely people. There are fewer 
things that don’t interest me than 
things that do. I have been volun-

teering there for a little over two 
years now, and the idea of  
learning how everything stays 
organized was very enticing!

What are some of the skills you have 
learned on the job?

I have picked up many skills 
during my internship, and not 
just library skills, but life skills. 
I, of  course, learned to work in 
circulation, but I also plan pro-
grams, prepare marketing for 
said programs and lead pro-
grams. I even learned how to 
change a tire and change oil!

Library intern 
loves to learn

Todd
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Todd’s internship goes beyond typical 
library work. As part of her internship 
at the UCPL, she was also taught how 
to change a tire and how to change 
the oil in a car.

FIVE QUESTIONS WITH SABRINA TODD

MYSTERY DINER

Having spent my youth 
north of  the Mason-Dixon 
Line, there are times here in 
the not-so Deep South when I 
long for the sights, the tastes 
and the smells of  “home.” One 
of  these is the “mom and pop” 
neighborhood delicatessen 
and bakery that my family 
regularly frequented.

Curious, I checked back the 
other day and found that its 
ownership had passed from 
parents to the son who trans-
formed the deli that I and my 
family knew into … well, they 
have gas pumps out front, if  
that’s any indication.

Old Model Mill gets a 
new model deli-bakery

The lox supplies smoky, delicate fishy 
flavor that matches well with the 
dense, slightly sour richness and 
texture of the Russian black bread.

The pastrami was 
sliced correctly, 
deli-thin and piled 
high on the nicely 
toasted slices of 
toasted wheat 
bread.

CONTRIBUTED/
MYSTERY DINER

See INTERN, Page A2

See BAKERY, Page A2

See more Jonesborough 
Days photos on Page A2
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