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Vax site moving
By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

The Northeast Regional Health 
Office on Friday announced the 
drive-through vaccination site at 
Freedom Hall, where vaccines 

have been administered since 

December, will be moved to the 

Washington County Health 

Department on Monday.

According to the release, vacci-

nation clinics for first doses will 

WASHINGTON COUNTY

Will shift from Freedom Hall to county health department

DAVID FLOYD/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

A photo from February shows motorists waiting to receive 
a vaccine at Freedom Hall.

THERE’S 
MORE
The U.S. pause 
on Johnson & 
Johnson’s one-
shot vaccine has 
been lifted. A2

CONTRIBUTED

Science Hill junior Noah Cook with 
former Science Hill assistant coach and 
guidance counselor Benny Tolley.

See VAX, Page A2

1.98%:
Tuition
bump
approved

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

East Tennessee State 
University’s Board of  Trustees 
unanimously approved a 1.98% 
tuition increase for the 2021-22 
academic year, which will 
increase the cost of  tuition for 
students by $75 per semester.

The increase is slightly below 
the 0-to-2% tuition increase cap 
the Tennessee Higher Education 
Commission is expected to 
approve in May, and will provide 

Close bond key 
in student’s 
cancer battle
By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

On March 10, 2019, Noah Cook 
was diagnosed with cancer: 
T-cell lymphoblastic lymphoma.

Cook, a junior at Science Hill 
High School, is now in remission 
and is finishing up his final treat-
ments over the next few months. 
As he’s gone through treatment, 
Cook has managed to maintain a 
more than 4.0 GPA.

Over the course of  his diag-
nosis, Cook has formed a tight 
bond with former ‘Toppers assis-
tance coach and guidance coun-
selor Benny Tolley, who is 

ETSU TRUSTEES

No current plan to require 
resident students to have 
COVID-19 vaccinations

See TUITION, Page A2

FIVE QUESTIONS
FOR NOAH COOK

See QUESTIONS, Page A2

Building memories
Unicoi unveils unique playground conceived and built by town staff

KAYLA HACKNEY/
JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Danny Coffee, left, 
and Tony Street, 
right, designed 
and constructed 
Jack’s Natural 
Playground from 
scratch. The name 
pays respect 
to late Unicoi 
resident Jack 
Snider, who 
donated the 
land to the town. 

At left is a closer 
look at the 
playground’s 
cabin, with 
lookout decks 
and more.

The Town of  Unicoi cut the 
ribbon Friday on its new cus-
tom-built, tree-studded play-
ground at the Pinnacle Trail 
head.

Jack’s Natural Playground is 
the town’s only official public 
playground, and features a cabin 
with lookout decks, a swinging 
bridge, slanted climbing walls, a 
slide and more.

“This is a beautiful playground 

and we hope many, many people 
will come and enjoy the out-
doors, bring their picnic — there 
are picnic tables — and have 
some wonderful family time here 
and build some beautiful memo-
ries,” Mayor Kathy Bullen said.

Jack’s Natural Playground was 
designed and built by town main-
tenance department technicians 
Tony Street and Danny Coffee. 
The two came up with the con-
cept design of  the playground, 
then built it from scratch.

They had enough faith 

in us and respect in us 

to let us run with it.

TONY STREET

Builders hope to expand; maybe 
a miniature Pinnacle fire tower?
By Kayla Hackney
PRESS STAFF WRITER
khackney@johnsoncitypress.com

See MEMORIES, Page A2
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