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Dec. 24: 
1 shopping day 

to Christmas

Dec. 25: 

Merry 
Christmas!

In order to allow our 
employees and carriers to 
spend the Christmas hol-
iday with family and 
friends, today’s edition of  
the Johnson City Press is a 
combined Christmas Eve/
Christmas Day edition.

Your regular comics and 
games pages for Friday are 
included in today’s issue.

Our website, johnsoncity-
press.com, will be available 
on Christmas Day, and 
normal publication of  the 
paper will resume on Dec. 
26.

We wish all of  our 
readers and advertisers a 
very Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year.

By David Floyd
PRESS STAFF WRITER
dfloyd@johnsoncitypress.com

A line of  cars wrapped around 
the Liberty Bell complex and 
Freedom Hall on Wednesday, 
carrying first responders who 
were eligible to receive some of  
the first doses of  Moderna’s 
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 
vaccine in the region.

“We’re going to keep vacci-
nating until we run out of  vac-
cine,” said Dr. David Kirschke, 
the medical director of  the 
Northeast Regional Health 
Office.

The drive-through event 
Wednesday served as the first 

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Northeast Tennessee’s novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) testing 
volume remained well below the 
monthly average for the second 
day in a row Wednesday, and the 
region’s positive test rate climbed 
again, pushing the seven-day 
positivity rate to its highest point 
in 11 days.

On Wednesday, the region 
reported 1,054 new tests — below 
the average of  2,821.7 new tests 
reported in the seven days pre-
ceding Tuesday, a day in which 
only 464 new tests were reported. 
As a result, the positive test rate 
for Wednesday was up to 31.02%, 
while the seven-day rate 

You better bundle up, Santa
White Christmas? It’s a possibility.

Cold Christmas? That’s a certainty.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Ice clings to a sign along a highway in Kernersville, N.C., during a bout of 
freezing rain in the region last week.

‘A brief period of moderate to heavy snow possible, especially 

across Southwest Virginia and Northeast Tennessee.’
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE ADVISORY

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

There may or may not be a 
white Christmas this year for 
some of  us in Northeast 
Tennessee, but one thing is cer-
tain — it’s going to be cold.

The latest advisory from the 
National Weather Service indi-
cated temperatures will drop sig-
nificantly as a strong storm 

approaches. It’s expected to move 
through quickly, but the tempera-
ture was expected to dip to 18 
degrees Christmas Eve night.

It won’t get much warmer on 
Christmas Day, with the high 
expected to be around 25 degrees.

“Very cold air will build into 
the area during the day Thursday 
and linger through Friday night. 
Rain will change to snow 

See BUNDLE, Page A2

Wishing
everyone
a Merry
Christmas

COMBINED EDITION

CHRISTMAS PAST ...

CONTRIBUTED BY PATSY SANDERS BAILEY

Above, the letter 9-year-old Ruby Mitchell wrote to Santa in 1929. At left, from top, Ruby in a family photo 
from the 1930s; her bridal portrait from April 1937 as it appeared in the Johnson City Press; and a photo 
from later in life.

By Sam Watson
PRESS CONTENT DIRECTOR
sjwatson@johnsoncitypress.com

Simpler times. A simpler list.
In 1929, 9-year-old Johnson 

City resident Ruby Mitchell 
wrote to Santa Claus with 
modest requests. This was, of  
course, before Christmas lists 
turned into the expensive, com-
mercialized wishes we know in 

2020. There were no smart-
phones, game consoles, bluetooth 
headphones and hoverboards to 
beg Santa to deliver.

No, all Ruby wanted was a few 
of  life’s basics and treats. And 
she made sure her little sister, 
Queenie, wouldn’t go without, 
either.

Nov. 17, 1929
Dear Santa Claus:
I am a little girl 9 years old and 

I go to school every day. I am in 
the second grade, and I go to 
Sunday school nearly every 
Sunday. I have got the best 
teacher ever was; her name is 
Mrs. Bessie Shell. She never for-
gets us little girls, and God will 
bless her, for she is so good to 
every one. I want you to bring me 
an umbrella and a pair of  shoes 
and a doll and some oranges and 
apples, candy, nuts, grapes, and 
my little sister wants just what I 

Johnson City 
girl’s letter to 

Santa offers 
a glimpse      

of childhood 
in 1929

See SANTA, Page A2

DAVID FLOYD/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

First responders lined up in cars around 
Liberty Bell Middle School and Freedom 
Hall Wednesday for the first mass 
vaccination in Washington County.

COVID-19 IN THE REGION

Area first 
responders 
line up for 
vaccines
Moderna vaccinations 
could soon open to next 
phase on state priority list

See VACCINES, Page A2

Testing falls, 
positive % 
rises; active 
cases up, too 

See TESTING, Page A2

‘So please 
don’t forget us, 

Dear Santa’
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