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By MARINA WATERS
mwaters@timesnews.net

The Johnson City Press will 
soon receive a website facelift.

The Johnson City Press is set to 
launch its new website by 
Thursday afternoon with a 
revamped site designed to provide 
a smoother and simplified user 
experience. The site can be 

reached at johnsoncitypress.com.
“Though our sites were still rel-

atively young as far as websites 
go, we knew there were better, 
more user-friendly designs avail-
able now,” Press Publisher Rick 
Thomason said. “As we embarked 
on launching bristolnow.news, we 

Johnson City Press to launch 
redesigned website Thursday

SCREENSHOT FROM WEBSITE

The website redesign will provide a smoother and simplified user experience. The site can be reached at johnsoncitypress.com.

SCOTT PFEIFFER/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

GEARING UP 
FOR ‘GREASE’

 

The Johnson City Community Theatre is performing 
“Grease” at the Freedom Hall Civic Center this week. The 
show runs from Wednesday to Sunday, July 13-17. Tickets 
can be purchased online at jccommunitytheatre.org or 
in person at the venue. Tickets are $25, $20 for seniors 
and $15 for those under 18. Each show begins at 8 p.m., 
except the Sunday show which is a 2 p.m. matinee.

See WEBSITE, Page A2

From staff reports

A summer music festival by 
the river.

That should be all you need to 
say. That should be enough of  a 
selling point to draw big crowds 
of  expectant music lovers — but 
if  that’s not enough, there’s 
more.

Two days, seven bands
On the first weekend of  

August, a period of  summer gen-
erally referred to as the “dog 
days,” Six Rivers Media is joining 
forces with Bank of  Tennessee 
and Holston Distributing to put 
on one of  the best shows the 
region has seen in quite some 
time. Seven bands over two days, 
vendor booths and food trucks, 
camping and playing on the 
Nolichucky, and causes to sup-
port and learn about — that 
makes for a full weekend.

Officially called the Dog Days 
Riverfest at USA Raft Adventure 
Resort, this inaugural event will 
be a Friday evening and all-day 
Saturday affair, Aug. 5-6, with 
music running the gamut from 
traditional country (The 
Dimestore Cowboys) to indie-
rock jam bands (Donnie & The 
Dry Heavers), garage bands (The 
Kindest People), indietronica 

Dog Days 
Riverfest: 
A band for 
every taste

See RIVERFEST, Page A2

By LISA MASCARO and FARNOUSH AMIRI
AP Congressional Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Abruptly 
raising the question of  witness 
tampering, the Jan. 6 committee 
revealed Tuesday that Donald 
Trump had attempted to contact 
a person who was talking to the 
panel about its investigation of  
the former president and the 2021 
attack on the Capitol.

“We will take any effort to 

influence witness testimony very 
seriously,” said Rep. Liz Cheney, 
R-Wyo. She said the committee 
had notified the Justice 
Department.

The person Trump tried to con-
tact declined to answer or respond 
to his call, Cheney said. Instead 
the person alerted their lawyer 
who contacted the committee.

The disclosure by Cheney was 
not the first time the panel has 
raised concerns about witnesses 

being contacted by Trump’s team 
in ways that could reflect or at 
least create the appearance of  
inappropriate influence. It 
divulged examples last week of  
other times witnesses have 
received outreach from Trump 
allies, some suggesting he was 
aware they were talking to the 
committee, ahead of  testimony 
before the panel.

Cheney: Trump tried to 
contact Jan. 6 witness

JACQUELYN MARTIN/STAFF, AP

Stephen Ayres, who pleaded guilty in June to disorderly and disruptive conduct in a 
restricted building, left, and Jason Van Tatenhove, an ally of Oath Keepers leader 
Stewart Rhodes, right, arrive to testify as the House select committee investigating 
the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol holds a hearing in Washington on Tuesday.See TRUMP, Page A2
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