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S
tudents at Ridgeview 

Elementary School in Gray 

recently created an “Honor 

Quilt” to document the COVID-19 

pandemic and to honor frontline 

workers and those lost during the 

pandemic. School media specialist 

Lori Nash said “the project was a 

collaborative effort between art and 

library classes and has given 

students an opportunity to express 

emotions and thoughts regarding 

this challenging and unprecedented 

time.”

Washington 
County has 
most new 
cases since 
January 

By Jonathan Roberts
PRESS STAFF WRITER
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

Washington 
County 
reported 53 new 
novel corona-
virus (COVID-
19) infections 
on Wednesday, 
the most 
reported in the 
county since it 
added 67 on 
Jan. 29 — a 
span of  61 days.

Wednesday 
was also the 
first time 

Washington County reported 
more than 50 new cases since 
January. Compared to February, 
Washington County’s average 

Volunteers 
prep for full 
pool with 
cleanup plan

By Becky Campbell
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
bcampbell@johnsoncitypress.com

Boone Lake, or what some 
might have called the lack of  
Boone Lake for the past several 
years, will get spruced up for 
summer later this month with an 
annual cleanup day as water 
enthusiasts prepare for the lake 
to return.

The lake didn’t actually go any-
where: It’s been in a drawdown 
since the Tennessee Valley 
Authority discovered a sinkhole 
in October 2014 near the base of  

Lawmaker: Let’s build       
 students’ motivation

TENNESSEE LEGISLATURE

A Washington County law-
maker is sponsoring legislation 
he hopes will keep students in 
school by pursuing career and 

technical education.
“We want to get students 

interested in their education,” 
state Rep. Tim Hicks, R-Gray, 
said Wednesday.

Hicks is pushing passage of  a 
bill that he says is “a first step” 

in strengthening interest in 
career and technical education 
and vocational programs in 
Tennessee. He said the idea is to 
provide students who might not 
be looking forward to entering 
high school with a reason to 
continue with their education.

The legislator said not every 
student may be interested in 

Hicks’ bill would require schools to introduce  

middle schoolers to career, technical pathway
By Robert Houk
PRESS SENIOR REPORTER
rhouk@johnsoncitypress.com

JOHNSON CITY PRESS

State Rep. Tim Hicks says HB1446 is “a 
first step” toward strengthening 
interest in career and technical 
education in Tennessee.

COVID-19 IN THE REGION

53 highest since Jan. 29; 
active cases also jump 

Pfizer announced 
Wednesday that its 
COVID-19 vaccine 
is safe and strongly 
protective in kids 
as young as 12. A8
    
The COVID-19 pan-
demic pushed total 
U.S. deaths last 
year past 3.3 mil-
lion, up nearly 16% 
compared to the 
previous year. A8

THERE’S
MORE Quilt

See COVID-19, Page A2

See MOTIVATION, Page A2

BOONE LAKE CLEANUP

Boone Lake group outlines 
plans for 22nd event; access 
points to waterfront sought

JOHNSON CITY PRESS

A file photo from 2015 shows a portion 
of Boone Lake.

See CLEANUP, Page A2

Students use art to   
stitch a story of thoughts, 
emotions and honor

These are 
samples of the 
quilt blocks 
created by 
students at 
Ridgeview 
Elementary 
School for their 
honor quilt.
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