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KINGSPORT — Eastman 
Chemical Company released sub-
stances into the air and river on 
Friday amid a plant shutdown 
and power outage.

The Kingsport-based company 
experienced a power outage 
around 10 a.m. on Friday, after 

which the plant was shut down. 
The company has yet to cite the 
cause of  the outage.

Following the shutdown, oil 
was released into the Holston 
River. The company also said 
methyl iodide and iodine were 
released into the air and appeared 
as a “purple plume” rising from a 
“site flare” at Eastman.

“During this release, our safety 
systems minimized the impact of  
the emissions from this event as 
confirmed by air dispersion mod-

eling,” one of  Eastman’s numerous 
Friday press release updates 
stated. “Air dispersion modeling 
indicated this event did not pose 
any risk to human health or the 
environment outside the plant. All 
releases were reported to the regu-
latory agencies as required.”

The Tennessee Department of  
Environment and Conservation 
told the Times News the release 
into the air is still under investi-
gation.

“TDEC staff  have been in com-

munication with Eastman per-
sonnel and we are investigating 
the air release,” said Kim 
Schofinski, TDEC deputy commu-
nications director, in an email. 
“TDEC staff  reported to the area 
today to investigate any potential 
impacts to the South Fork 
Holston River from a reported 
release of  an unknown oil sub-
stance by the facility. Our staff  
did not observe any impacts to 
fish or aquatic life. We will con-
tinue to communicate with 

Eastman personnel about this 
ongoing situation.”

According to Eastman, there is 
“no risk to the community as a 
result of  this outage.” The com-
pany, the Tennessee Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration 
and local emergency medical ser-
vices reported that no one at the 
plant was hurt.

“The most important responsi-
bility we have is the safety of  our 

By JONATHAN ROBERTS
jroberts@johnsoncitypress.com

A proposed rent increase at 
the John Sevier Center — 
which won’t affect residents — 
has been reduced after an 
appraisal report triggered a 
revised study.

The revised study comparing 
area rents found the proposed 

rent increases at the low-in-
come housing facility should 
be reduced by 4%.

Members of  the Johnson 
City Development Authority 
heard an update on the 
increase at its monthly 
meeting on Friday, the cost of  
which will be paid through 
subsidy payments from the 
public housing agency that 

provides residents with rental 
assistance. Residents’ rents 
will continue to be based off  
income, and the increase will 
not affect them. 

Rents at the center have not 
been increased since 2014, as 
the building needed to first 
pass a Real Estate Assessment 
Center inspection from the U.S. 
Department of  Housing and 

Urban Development, which it 
did last month. Before passing 
an inspection this month with 
a score of  69, the Sevier Center 
hadn’t passed an inspection 
since 2012. It failed inspections 
in 2015 and 2017 with scores of  
47 and 46, respectively.

The adjusted increase 

Sevier Center rent adjustment reduced after revised study
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A proposed rent increase at the John Sevier Center 
— which won’t affect residents — has been reduced. See SEVIER, Page A2

By AMBER BROPHY
abrophy@johnsoncitypress.com

Indian Trail Middle School and 
Jonesborough Elementary wel-
come new administration to kick 
off  the 2022-23 
academic year.

Johnson City
Indian Trail will 

have two new 
faces on its 
administrative 
team to start the 
2022-2023 school 
year, as Sara 
Wallingford and 
Kelsey Walker 
will join principal 
James Jacobs and 
assistant principal 
Chris Feathers. 
Indian Trail will 
now have three 
assistant princi-
pals as it transi-
tions to a 6-8 
middle school.

“We are excited 
to have Sara and 
Kelsey join the 
Indian Trail 
team,” Jacobs 
said. “Adding 
these two talented 
educators and 
leaders, along 
with the team we already have in 
place, will provide Indian Trail 
with a well-balanced team that 
has varying experiences across 
the board.”

Wallingford has spent the last 

Schools 
name new 
principal, 
assistants 

Wallingford

Walker

Combs

See SCHOOLS, Page A2

By JOHN THOMPSON
jthompson@johnsoncitypress.com

E
LIZABETHTON — As 
Levi Fisher battled 
cancer at St. Jude’s, his 
doctors encouraged him 

to wish big. But when the wish 
came true on Friday morning, it 
was much bigger than the 
12-year-old could possibly have 
imagined.

Out his back door on that beau-
tiful warm morning, there was a 

concrete basketball court. On the 
court, dressed to shoot hoops with 
him, were the men’s and women’s 
basketball teams from East 
Tennessee State University.

Levi wished big, 
but what he got 
was even bigger

BY JOHN THOMPSON/JOHNSON CITY PRESS

Even though the men’s and women’s basketball teams from East Tennessee State University attended the opening of his new backdoor court, Levi Fisher was still 
the center of attention on Friday morning. Here, he stands next to Make A Wish East Tennessee President Garrett Wagley at the free throw line.

MAKE A WISH

Hoops dream

See WISH, Page A2

Eastman power outage, shutdown result in release

See EASTMAN, Page A3
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